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They that trust in the Lord shall be as monnt Zion, which cannot 
he remoTed, tratabideth for ever. — Pi, czxv. 1. 

The tokgel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
Him, and delirereth them— P«. xxxIt* 7. 
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PREFACE. 



In compiling these Memoirs from ancieut 
records, memorandums, and other authentic 
sources, for the use of myself and other 
members of our family, in which engagement 
I have been kindly assisted by many of my 
relations ; my view has not been to encourage 
in any of our minds feelings of self-esteem, 
on account of the piety of our ancestors 
and relations ; but to hold up their good 
examples for our imitation ; ^nd to preserve 
their pious precepts for our instruction in 
Christian faith and practice, also to encourage 
amongst us a continuance of Christian xare, 
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PREFACE. 



to train up our families in the love and fear 
of God : an engagement which has been 
obviously blessed amongst us, from genera- 
tion to generation ; and which will continue 
to receive the blessing of the Most High, as 
we are concerned to seek for ourselves, and 
for our children, the kingdom of God and its 
righteousness, in the first place ; using, in 
humble dependence upon the Lord, the 
slirength which He may be pleased to fi^fford 
us, to turn the minds of those who may be 
committed to Our care to Him ; both by 
walking circumspectly before them, as be- 
cometh the followers of a crucified Saviour ; 
and by directing their attention to the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit in their own hearts, 
and to the doctrines of the Gospel of Christ, 
as set forth in the Holy Scriptures* 

Then the effect of our faithfulness may be 
a blessing to filture generations ; even as that 
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of our forefathers has been to us.' They 
laboured, and we have received the benefit 
of their labours, through the blessing of the 
Lord whom they served ; and who, in former 
ages, blessed Abraham and said : I know 
him, that he will command his children and 
his household after him and who knew them 
likewise, and their care to order their families 
in his fear. 

And may the younger branches of the 
family also consider, how much we owe to 
the memory of those who walked in the right 
way of the Lord before us, and pointed it out 
to the generations that followed them ; and 
also, our high responsibility in the sight of 
God, for the blessing He has bestowed upon 
us, in giving us predecessors who believed in 
Christ, and who taking up their cross daily, 
followed Him. May their descendents from 
generation to generation, not only consider 
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these things, but by daily prayer unto God 
in the name of Christ, and by waiting upon 
Him, seek for strength to walk in the same 
steps. 

James Backhouse. 

rORKy 1831. 



Digitized by 



MEMOIRS. 



JOHN AND SARAH BACKHOUSE. 

The first of the Backhouse family of 
whom we have any account, are John 
Sarah Backhouse, of Yealand Redman, in the 
county of Lancaster. 

John Backhouse appears to have joined 
the Society of Friends, called Quakers, at an 
early period ; and to have partaken of the 
sufierings to which they were exposed, in 
that age of persecution, in which Friends 
became a separate religious body; and in 

a5 



Digitized by 



10 



JOHN BACKHOUSE* 



which persons who did not dare to violate 
their own consciences, were often treated 
% worse, by ■ such as ought to have been "a- 

terror to evil doers," than those whose un- 
godly deeds rendered them proper subjects 
for the restraints and punishments of the 
law. 

According to the record of the sufferings 
of Friends by Joseph Besse, John Backhouse 
was taken with a number of other persons, 
in the first month of the year 1660, from a 
meeting for worship at Yealand, and carried 
unexamined to Lancaster Castle ; where they 
remained till the summer of the following 
year, when they were set at liberty. And 
in 1684 he was prosecuted on the statute for 
treble damages, for maintaining his Christian 
testimony against tithes under the Grospel 
Dispensation, by refusing to pay them ; and 
on this occasion he had cattle taken from 
•^him, worth 21/. for a demand of 5/. 7^. 4td. 
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He is spoken of. as a believing, pamit in 
the work called "Piety ProtQpted/' in the 
account of his sdn James Backhouse. 

He died at Yealand on the ninth of the 
Srd month, 1690, and was buried at a, place 
near that village, called HiMerstone. No 
account of his last illness appears to have 
been preserved. 



The decease of Sarah Backhouse is re- 
corded in Lancaster Monthly Meeting; as 
is also that of John Backhouse. She is 
stated in the reoord to have been a widow ; 
but no mention is made of the name of her 
husband; nor is his name introduced into 
the testimony respecting her, recorded in 
the same meeting's books. There seems 
however ground for supposing her to have 

been the wife of the before mentioned John 
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Backhouse, whose wife's name is known to 
have been Sarah. The following account of 
her, taken from " Piety Promoted, Part IV, 
Vol. I." where her name is by mistake spel- 
led Blackhouse, is nearly a verbatim copy of 
the testimcMiy of Lancaster Monthly Meeting 
concerning her. And the ^ short testimony 
concerning Robert Widders subjoined to it, 
is the only product of her pen which has 
jreacbed us. 



Sabah Backhouse of Yealand Redman, 
in the county, of Lancaster, was convinced 
of the Truth, by receiving the testimony of 
that eminent messenger and minister of the 
Crospel of Christ, George Fox, in the year 
1653; being in, or about the twenty-seventh 
year of her age« And within a few years 
after, it pleased the Lord to concern her in 
*a public testimony, to the refreshing, and 
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edifying of his churches and people ; in 
fvhich she faithfully laboured, in the meet- 
ings to which she belonged, and some other 
adjacent meetings. 

She was exemplary in her life and conver- 
sation; and preached Truth therein to her 
neighbours, and those she was concerned 
with. And a few days before she died, her 
friends and relations being by her bed side, 
she said : See that in all your meetings, 
you wait upon the Lord, and be not sleepy. 
Be faithful unto what He hath made known 
unto you ; for it need not be said unto you : 
^Know the Lord:' you know enough. Be 
faithful to what the Lord hath revealed ; for 
that is the sum of all religion." 

A little after she said : I am weak, and 
in much pain. I desire to be eased when the 
Lord's pleasure is* Through mercy He hatli 
.given me peace and rest to my soul." She 



Digitized by 



14 



SARAH BACKHOUSE. 



then said : "Farewell, fare you all wellln 
the Lojrd» I desire your growtli and pros- 
perity in the Truth ; every one Ibr your- 
selves." And in much peace and quietness 
of mind, she departed this life on the 30th 
of the 5th month, 1706, being nearly eighty 
years of age : having had a testimony for 
Truth as a minister, about fifty years. 
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Sarah Backhousbs^s 
Testimony concerning Robert WidderSy* 

Who departed this life at Over Kellet, in 
Lancashire on the 20th of the 1st month, 
1686 aged about sixty-eight years ; having 
owned Truth about thirty-four years. 

" This Testimony did arise in me, in ten- 
derness, and brokenness of spirit, concerning 
our dear Friend, Robert Widders, who hath 
laid down his head in peace with the Lord. 
He was a man sincere for God ; and did 
bear a faithful testimony for Him, to the end 
of his days." 

Sarah Backhouse. 



* for a further account of Robert Widders, see Piety 
Promoted, Part I, or Vol. I." 



I 
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JAMES BACKHOUSE,— IsT, 

James Backhouse of Yealand Conyers, 
was the son of J ohn and Sarah Backhouse 
of Yealand Redman^ and was born in the 
year 1668. The following account of him is 
compiled from the records of Lancaster 
Monthly Meeting, Piety Promoted, Part 
III, Vol. I," where his name is by mistake 
spelled Blackhouse, and from some manu- 
scripts. 

He was a man of blameless life and con- 
yersation, and of great service in various 
affairs of Truth. He married Jennet, daugh- 
ter of John Godsalve, of Yealand Conyers, 
in 1691 : but he freely resigned the dearest 
comforts of life, for Christ's sake and the 
GrospeVs ; being desirous in all things, of 
submitting patiently to what the Lord re- 
quired of him. 
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He was committed to Lancaster castle in 
169T, at the suit of the dean and chapter of 
Worcester, for maintaining his testimony 
against tithes under the Gospel Dispenisatioii : 
and because he would not answer his libel in 
the bishop's court upon oath, being obedient 
to the conunand of Christ: "Swear not at 
all he was committed a . prisoner upon a 
writ, De excommunicatio capiendo* 

He continued a faithful sufierer, and died 
a prisoner for the testimony of Jesus, on the 
13th of the 4th month, 1697, aged twenty- 
nine years; leaving to his successors a 
bright exemplification of the unchangeable 
truth : " The work of righteousness is peace ; 
and the elSect of righteousness, quietness and 
assurance for ever;" for when he appeared 
to be dying the Lord revived his spirit, 
and he said : " The Lord hath appeared in a 
wonderful manner unto my soul ; . and the 
Lord hath removed and taken away the pains 
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of this my outward body ; and hath received 
me into his bosom ; and hath set me upon his 
holy mountain, which is as sure as Mount 
Zion that cannot be moved ; and it is better 
for me to die than to live." Thus evincing 
that ^^the Lord was his strength and his 
song, and was become his portion for ever/^ 

JENNET ROBINSON. 

Jennet, widow of Jamee^ Backhouse^ some* 
time after his decease, married to John 
Robinson, of Yealand Conyers. She is 
spoken of in the testimony of Lancaster 
Monthly Meeting, concerning her son Wil* 
liam Backhouse, and in the account of him 
in " Piety Promoted,'* as a parent religiously 
concerned to train up her children in a godly 
conversation, by example and precept ; and 
to have been blessed of the Lord in her en- 
deavours so to do. 
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WILLIAM BACKHOUSE. 

The following account of William Back- 
bouse, of Kellet, who died there on the 21 st 
of the 5th month, 1761, aged sixty-six years, 
is compiled from the Testimony of Lancaster 
Monthly Meeting concerning him, from 
« Piety Promoted, Part VIII, Vol. II," and 
from manuscripts. 

William Backhouse, son of James and 
Jennet Backhouse, of Yealand, was born the 
i3th of the 1st month, 1695. His father 
dying in Lancaster Castle, a prisoner for the 
testimony of a good conscience, when Wil- 
liam was about two years old, his education 
devolved solely upon his mother ; who was 
religiously concerned to bring up her chil- 
dren in a godly conversation. 

In the twenty-sixth year of his age, h^ 
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WILLIAM BACKHOUSE. 



married Agnes Atkinson; and a short time 
after, came forth in a public testimony to the 
Truth : and, by faithful obedience to the 
requirings of the Lord, he witnessed an 
enlargement in his gift, and became an ac- 
ceptable minister of the Gospel of Christ ; 
being frequently led to enlarge upon passages 
of the Holy Scriptures, to the information, 
instruction, and edification of those to whom 
he ministered. 

He visited the meetings of Friends in most 
parts of Great Britain, Ireland, and America, 
much to the comfort and satisfaction of 
Friends. 

John Griffith relates in his Journal, the 
following circumstances respecting his second 
visit to Ireland. 

He had informed John Griffith, that he 
had felt a concern on his mind for some 
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yesLTS) to visit Ireland again ; and had signi- 
fied his desire to accompany him. Bnt when 
the former got to his house, a short time after, 
he found that William Backhouse had reasoned 
his concern away ; under an apprehension that 
his proposal for accompanying his friend, 
proceeded more from his love to him, than 
from any real concern at that time^ John 
Griffith was fully persuaded that the concern 
was right ; and was therefore brought into 
great exercise of mind on his account, and 
into fervent desires that he might be brought 
to a right sense of the Lord's requirings ; 
being fally satisfied that he was a man of 
sincerity, who would not wilfully transgress. 
He therefore took an opportunity with him 
the next morning, and the concern returning, 
and William Backhouse abiding steadily 
under it, he performed the journey with his 
friend to his own peace. And John Griffith 
says, he was to him an agreeable friend 
and fdlow labourer. 
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Notwithstanding William Backhouse had 
giyen way to doubts previous to setting out 
on this journey, his mind was replenished 
with faith whilst proceeding on it ; as appears 
by a letter to his wife, in which he speaks of 
the evidence he had of his being in his right 
allotment in it, and of John Griffith having 
had a right impression respecting the nature 
of his concern. This letter, as well as those 
he wrote from America, relate chiefly to 
domestic concerns ; yet he often mentions in 
them the comfortable assurance he felt, of 
being in his right place in thus visiting the 
churches, and of having a right authority to 
preach the Gospel ; and also the settled be- 
lief, that he should be favoured to return to 
his family in peace, when his work was 
finished. 

He was exemplary in his diligent attend- 
ance of meetings, both for worship and dis- 
cipline ; in the latter of which he was also 
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highly serviceable, being a lover of peace 
and of a courteous disposition. He was a 
very affectionate husband ; and a parent 
tenderly concerned to train up his children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord : 
a kind neighbour ; of a cheerful disposition ; 
given to hospitality, and abounding in Chris- 
tian charity. 

In the earlier part of his life he resided at 
Yealand, but removed to Kellet about the 
year 1727; and continued to reside there, 
during the remainder of his days, in a sub- 
stantial bouse built by Robert Widders. 

Being attentive to the dictates of the Holy 
Spirit in the secret of his mind, he was favour- 
ed not only to witness the safe guidance 
thereof in spiritual things, but also, in some 
striking instances, in matters of rather a tem- 
poral nature. 
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At one time he was about to set out for 
Whitby, in order to attend the marriage of 
Edward Fell ; but feeling a restraint in his 
mind he was induced to desist from his design, 
and put his horse again into the stable. It 
afterwards proved that the young woman, 
whom Edward Fell expected to have married, 
had gone off with another man I so that if 
William Backhouse had proceeded on his 
journey, he would have been disappointed 
in the object of it. 

At another time, feeling an impression on 
his mind to return from Lancaster to Kellet, 
by a different road to the one he usually 
went, but one which was farther about, he 
did so ; and it afterwards appeared that some 
persons were laying in wait on the road he 
usually went, with the intent of robbing him ; 
and from whose evil designs he thus wit- 
nessed Providential preservation. 
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In his last illness, which was a gradual 
decay of nature, it pleased the Almighty to 
favour him with many precious earnests of a 
blessed inheritance ; of which many Friends 
who visited him were in some degree sensible ; 
being at times made partakers with him in 
the overshadowing of heavenly goodness. 

In some of these opportunities he was en- 
gaged, in a lively manner, though in deep 
humility, to conunemorate the gracious 
dealings of the Lord with him, in the course 
of his pilgrimage ; and thankfully to rejoice, 
that he had laboured in his day to perform 
what he had believed was required of him. 
On one occasion he made his appeal to his 
Heavenly Master, and said : Although I 
have had the world to struggle with, for the 
support of my family ; yet Thou knowest, 
O Lord ! I have been more concerned for 
thy honour, and the good of souls, than for 
any other considerations." 

B 
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Though greatly blessed in his nearest 
connexions in life, yet being weaned firom 
this world and its enjoy ments, he waited in 
gteat patience and resignation for his disso* 
lutioli) which took place at Kellet, on the 
31st of the 5th month, 1761 ; and he was 
buriisd at Yealand on the 94th of the same; 
aged sixty-six years ; haying been a minister 
forty yearfe. His interment was attended by 
a large concourse of his friends and neigh- 
bours, who assembled to pay the last tribute 
of respect to one. who bad lived beloved 
amongst them 

WiLliam Backhouse had an elder bro- 
ther, named John, who grew up and was 
twice married and had serveral children. We 
are not in possession of the maiden name of 
his first wife ; his second wife wasMARiG'ARET 
AiRfiY, of KendaL He died on the 10th of 
the I2th month, 1739. 



Digitized by 



WILLIAM BACKHOUSE. 87 



WiLiiiAM and Agnes BACKHouaE bad 
eight children, Yi«» 

Jahss, born at Yealand, oii the 2nd of the 
4th month, 1721; married Jane Hedlej, 
ctf ]>arlingtpn, in the county of Durham, 
on the 8th of the 3nd month, 1746 ; and 
died at Darlington, pn the 1st of the 4th 
month, 1798; aged seventy-seven years. 
(See page 32.) 

William, bom at Yealand, on the 4th of 
the 6th month, 17^, married Elii^beth 
Thornton^ daughter of Jonathan and 
Margaret Thornton, of Caton, near Lan- 
caster, on the 5th of the 10th month, 1749 ; 
and died at New York, on the 25th of the 
9th month, 1792 ; aged sixty-eight years. 

Sarah, born at Yealand, on the 9th of the 9th 
month, 1726 ; died at Kellet, unmarried, on 
the 1st of the 11th month, 1766 ; aged 
forty years. (See page 46.) 

Jane, born at Kellet, on the 12th of the 9th 
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month, 1728 ; and died there in the ISth 
month, 1742 ; . aged fourteen years, 

Agnes, born at Kellet, on the 25th of the 
10th month, 1730; married John Harrison 
of Partington, on the 13th of the 9th 
month, 1764 ; and died there on the 25th 
of the 3rd month, 1797; aged sixty-six 
years. (See page 43.) 

John, born at Kellet, on the 10th of the 
4th month, 1733; married Jane Dodshon, 
daughter of George and Elizabeth Dodshon, 
of Kendal ; and died in New York, on the 
31st of the 1st month, 1775 ; aged forty-one 
years. 

Thomas, born at Kellet, on the 1st of the 6th 
month, 1736 ; and died unmarried at Dar- 
lington, on the 1st of the 9th month, 1792 ; 
aged fifty-six years. (See notice of him.) 

DoHOTHY, born at Kellet, on the 21st of the 
12th month, 1740; and died at Lancaster 
unjfnarried, on the 27th of the 11th month, 
1829; aged nearly eighty-nine years. (See 
page 45.) 
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AGNES BACKHOUSE. 

No further particulars appear to have 
been preserved relative to the predecessors of 
Agnes Backhouse, than the following brief 
record, collected chiefly from the testimony 
of Lancaster Monthly Meeting concerning 
her husband, from his letters, and from the 
recollections of her daughter, Dorothy Back- 
house* 

William Atkinson, son of Richard 
Atkinson of Townend, in Monk Goniston, 
in the county of Lancaster, and Sabah 
Walker, daughter of Reoin ald Walker, 
of Fell Foot, in Lile Langdale, in the county 
of Westmoreland, were married at Colthouse, 
nfsar Hawkshead, on the 7th , of the 12th 
month, 1693. They were well esteemed 
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members of the Society of Friends ; their 
residence was at LoW Wtay, near Hawks- 
head; they had a daughter named Agnes, 
Born th6 Hh of the ilSth month, 1697, and 
married to William Backhouse, of Yealand^ 
on the 31st of the 4th month, 1720. 

Agnes Backh6itse was a woman of a^ 
excellent understanding ; iand being dnfe 
iirho walked worthily of the vocation of a 
Christian, she became highly esteemed 
amongst her friends and neighbours, and was 
much sought to by them for counsel and help. 

She was a (me helpmate to her husband, 
sympathizing with him in his various exer* 
cises, and uniting with him in the endeavoar 
to train up their children in the fear ofthe 
Lord t and wh^ his religious duty requited 
him to be absent from home, At tried 
to make his way as easy as she could, by 
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bor pradrat management of the femily and 
lof his business 

She was brought into a very depresse«l 
state of mind^ at one period after his decease, 
in consequence of some who were dear to 
her, not acting as became persons professing 
godliness ^ and she was ready to despair of 
holding out to the end herself, when she saw 
others thus fall away : but thie Lord, who 
knew her integrity, was pleased in this sea- 
son of trial and distress, to g^re her an 
a^sonuice ia Iker own jafind thai; she shouU 
never fall j; in the remembcaace of wbick 
db^ was. oflefi comforted* And oontinuing to 
put her tnist in Him, .who was able to per* 
Saas^ that which He had promised, she wac^ 
enabled to fight (be good jfigfat, and to keep 
the £uth ; and to finish her course with joy, 
in the prospect of jreceiving Jhat crown of 
r%hteott89es6, which is. laid up in store for all- 
them that love the appealing pf the Lord. 

B 4 
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She died at Kellet on the 89th of the 11th 
month, 1773, and was buried at Yealand on 
the 3rd of the 18th month, aged seventy-six 
years. 



JAMES BAGKHOUS£.-^ND. 

The following account of James Backhouse 
of Darlington, who died on the 1st of the 4th 
month, 1798, aged seventy-seven years, is 
Compiled from the minute of Stockton Month- 
ly Meeting concerning him, from several 
manuscript testimonies respecting him, from 
memorandums of some of his last expressions, 
and from the verbal testimony of those who 
were well acquainted with him. 

James Backhouse, of Darlington, was 
the eldest son of William and Agnes Back^ 
house, of Kettet, in Lancashire. (See page 19, 
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and S9.) He was born at Yealand, on the ind 
of the 4th month, 1721 ; and was educated 
with religious care : he was a remarkably 
dutiful son, and assisted his mother very 
affectionately, in the management of the 
younger part of the family, and of her houses- 
hold concerns, during the time of his father's 
absence on a religious visit in America. 

On the 8th of the 2nd month, 1746, he 
married J ane, the only child of J onathan and 
Mary Hedley, of Darlington ; (See page 41.) , 
and settled at that place, where he continued 
to reside during the remainder of his life. 
He became extensively engaged in business as 
a Flaxdresser and Linen Manufacturer; and 
in the year 1774, in conjunction with his 
sons, established the Bank at Darlington. 
He managed his concerns with much ease and 
cheerfulness; being careful not to set his 
affections on temporal things, but to use them 
in the fear of God, and with an eye to his 
B 5 
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glory $ and in the latter paart of liis life idih* 
drew ymself much frdtabi tlietaresof basiiiesdw 

He was a remarkably afiectionate ted 
attentive husband ; a tdnder parent^ and a 
kind master^ careful to order his iamily in 
tbe fear of the Lord ; Very kind to the poof^ 
and liberal, to persons in t^rattened fHrcnali^ 
stances ; and being a man of sound judg- 
ment, be was much resorted to for advice iby 
{lersons of all ranks. 

He was very useful in settlil^ difii^i^ces $ 
mid when these happened t» be respeeting 
money matters, he has been known to ad- 
vance the sum eointended about, out*of his 
own pocket, in order to put an end to the 
contention at once .; being m^ch less co»» 
cerned whether ever it were restored to hifti 
or. not, than that bis friends 'should live in 
love. And when he observed persons -dis- 
pQsed to be angry with him, he would tell 
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them, that ihsmgk they should quarrel ^iXffk 
bisi, he would Boi with them ; thus seeking 
to ^liye peaceaUj with all men," and ^^io 
ayfiEcome evil with good." 

He was very serviceable in xneetii^ for 
diM^pluie; and for a long period filled the 
office of Clerk to Durham Quarterly Meei^ 
11^, and conducted its concerns with meek- 
ness of wisdom, assuming.nothing to himself. 
He frequently attended the Yearly Meeting 
in London ; and when there in 1770, on 
hearing the epistle from Holland 'read, his 
mind was much affected; and a conceni 
came upon him to pay a religious visit to 
Friends- in that country; which being laid 
heiote the meeting the next day, and united 
with, himself and four others were appoint* 
ed to >the service; which they were enabled 
to accomplish to satisfaction* 

In the year 1777, he with a number of other 

B 6 



Digitized by 



S6 JAMES backhouse.-^Skb. 

Friends, was appointed by the Yearly Meeting 
to visit the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings 
of Friends in Great Britain and Ireland, as 
they found a concern. Under this engagement 
his mind was drawn to visit Ireland, which 
lie did, in company with some others of this 
Committee, which separated itself into several 
Sub-committees; each of these visiting the 
district towards which the persons constitut- 
ing it felt attracted. 

During the latter part of his life, he was 
frequently engaged, in his ministry, to excite 
Friends to diligence, in order that their day's 
work might be done in the day time. And 
he often visited small meetings, and exhorted 
the few composing them, not to be discouraged 
because of the smallness of their numbers. 
He was also mindful of the aged and infirm, 
who were prevented getting to meeting. 

Under his concern for the members of 
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small meetings, y/ith the approbation of the 
Monthly Meeting to which he belonged, he 
paid an acceptable visit to the meetings of 
ouf Society in Scotland. 

It does not appear that he left many me- 
morandums respecting his religious engage- 
ments ; but the following, made on his return 
from one of those to foreign parts, exhibits 
the peaceful state of his mind at the conclu- 
sion of the service in which he had been 
engaged : 

" As we were going along the pier to the 
vessel, I being the hindermost, and in such 
an humble frame of mind, that I had nothing 
in this world to fix my mind upon ; though 
the sea was boisterous and the weather tem- 
pestuous, and some vessels near us were put 
on shore, I had no fear nor desire left, being 
made willing to part with all : I was as wil- 
ling to go to the bottom of the sea, as to 
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go hatne, if it should be so ordered ; wfaick 
w<as such Jt state as I had never enjoyed bc^ 
fc»re ; and a fall rewavd for Ti^hat I had been 
about." , . 

The illness wibich iterminaited the life of 
th>is humble^minded Christian was short, and 
borne i¥&th much pati^oe and resignation. 
To a Friend, who called to see him in the 
oourae of it, he said ; I haifre settled my 
outward affairs quite to mj satisfaction, and 
may say, what I have to leave has been 
honestly gotten. If I had saved as some 
have done, I might have ihad more to leave ; 
but I ^nsidei»d .myself only as a stewaid^ 
I am BOW patiently waiting the even^ feel^ 
ing« perfectly resigned; bdie^ing all will 
be well/' 

To ^another Friend he said : ^' I have been 
about fifty years -active in meetings for disci* 
pline, and can truly say, what I have don^ 



Digitized by 



JAHfeS BACKHOITSE. — 2ffD* 99 



was mt in my owm will, b«t from a belief of 
duty ; and I have beea fayoured to be pre* 
seJlTYedialmnality ; andwhenererkpleiaesmy 
Heavenly Father to call me, I am leady.*' 

On the 10th of the Srd month, he expriBSs- 
ed liuttselfas follows to his wife, and one of 
his grandsons : Last first-day at meeting,' 
in the afternoon, I had a few words to ddi^ 
ver, recommending Friends to be careful not 
to let their minds ont after the things of this 
world, nor to suffer the enemy to get in -; Irat 
to wait in aw&l silenoe, and make the best 
use of the opportunity ; as it was very un- 
certain whether some of us might be favoured 
with another: and the third-day following, 
when I was taken ill, and lying on the bed, 
I thought I had done with , this world, add 
was going to seal my testimony with my 
life. I felt no desire to live ; I found all was 
peace*; and now am quite resigned to -go, 
wlieneTetl may be called/' 
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Thus haying, in the early part of his life, 
sought an interest in Christ; and haying, 
through the course of it, endeayoured to 
serye Him, this faithful man was fayoured 
to haye nothing to do but to die; being 
enabled often to bear testimony to the con- 
tinued peaceful state of his mind, repeating : 
" I seem to haye done with this world : no- 
thing stands in my way ; all is peace*" 

He quietly departed this life at his own 
house, at Darlington, on the 1st of the 4th 
month, 1798 ; aged seyenty-seyen years. 

James and Jane Backrouse had two 
children, yiz. 

Jonathan, born at Darlington, on the 13th 
of the 10th month, 1747 ; married to Ann 
Pease, daughter of Edward and Elizabeth 
Pease, (See Appendix) of the same place, 
on the ISth of the 5th months 1774 ; and 
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died there on the 11th of the 11th month, 
1886 5 aged seventy-nine years. (See notice 
of thraiO 

James, bom at Darlington, on the 29th 
of the 6th month, 1757 ; (See notice of 
him) married Mary Dearman, daughter of 
NatlKui and Mary Dearman, of Thome, in 
Yorkshire, (See Appendix) on the 8th of 
the 6th month, 1787 ; and died at Dar- 
lington, on the 18th of the 12th month, 
1804 ; aged forty-seven years. 



JANE BACKHOUSE.— 1st. 

Jane Backhouse was the only child of 
Jonathan and Mary Hedley, of Darlington, 
(See Appendix, page 5.) and was born there 
on the 27th of the 12th month, 1718. She was 
married to James Backhouse, (See page 32) 
on the 8th of the 2nd month, 1746, and died 
on the 27ih of the 5th month, 1805; aged 
86| years. 
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She was a pioas tfoman; diligent in the 
attendance of meetings for worship and dis« 
cipline, often when suffering under great 
bodily weakness. She was very useful in 
the concerns of our Society, and stood many 
jiears in the station of Elder; which she 
filled to the satisfaction of Friends. She 
cheerfully united witji her hasband in hos- 
pitably entertaining strangers: sympathiz- 
ing with those who were engaged to travel 
in the work of the ministry. 

In the latter part of her life, her strength, 
both of body and mind, declined greatly, 
so that she was reduced to . a state of second 
childhood; yet in this state she would 
sometimes recollect her situation, and 45ay« 
^ It is extraordinary that I should be cm* 
tinned here so long; but, if it only be for 
any good purpose, I am content."~Thi0 
evincing the resignation of an humble CJhris^ 
tiaa, who, hfiving done her day's work in 
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the daj time^ could patieatly wait for the 
comiD^ of her Lord, through what might 
be compared to a loag night reason 



JOHN AND AGNES HARRISON. 

JofiN HARnisoN was bora at Barton, 
Hear Barnsley, on the SOth of the Ath month, 
1725. He was the son of Rich a&b and^MAK r 
Harrison of that place; his wife was Agnes, 
the third daughter of William and Agnes 
Backhouse of Kellet, (See pago 19 tod 89) 
and was bom on the S5th of the lOtili aobonth, 
1T30 : they «etded at Darlington, and- were 
Friends in good esteem. J ohn Harrtsoki was 
for many years in the station of Elder, which 
be occupied to the comfort and edification of 
Friends. He was sometimes concerned pub- 
licly to extend the word of exhortation in 
meetings for worship, stirring up tne pure 
mind in those who were assenribled ; and per* 
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haps there are few men, regarding whom the 
langaage of our Holy Redeemer respecting 
Nathanael, might be more properly applied : 
<^ Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guUe I" 

John Harrison died at Darlington, on the 
S9th of the 1st month, 1800. Agnes, his 
wife, on the 25th of the 3rd month, 1797. 
They had three children : 

Mart, bom the 17th of the 7th month, 1765 ; 
married first, Joseph King, of Newcastle- 
on-Tyne ; second, John Richardson, of 
Sunderland ; and died at Sunderland, the 
nth of the 3rd month, 1805. (See Ap- 
pendix, page 9.) 

Agnes, born the 12th of the 8th month, 
1767 ; died at York, unmarried, on the 
5th of the 2nd month, 1828. 

Richard, born the SOth of the 5th month, 
1771 ; died the SOth of the 11th month, 1771- 
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DOROTHY BACKHOUSE. 

Dorothy Backhouse of Lancaster, vrm 
bom at Kellet, near that town, on the Slst 
of 12th month, 1740 ; and died at Lancaster, 
on the 27th of the llth month, 1829; aged 
eighty-eight years and eleven months. 

She was the youngest daughter of William 
and Agnes Backhouse, for whose memory 
she retained a high value to the end of her 
days ; often remarking that they were exem- 
plary patterns, not only of vital religion, 
but of active benevolence and of hospita- 
lity. (See page 19 and 29.) 

The first circumstance which she remem- 
bered as having made a serious and lasting 
impression on her mind was, reading, when 
young, the Parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus* 
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When she grew up, she went to reside 
at Lancaster, with her brothers William and 
John Backhouse, and an elder sister named 
Sarah, a very amiable woman, who died in 
1766, of a rapid decline. This and some other 
trying circumstances, which occurred fa short 
time before, in consequence of her brothers 
with whom she resided, having given up a 
business that was doing well for them, and 
embarked in one they did not understand, by 
which they became involved, brought ber 
into deep affliction; and, ehe often said^ 
^ acted as blight to the blossom;" but her mind 
anchored on religion, in which die sought 
consolation ; and, by so doingi abode in 
strength ; and her heart be^omin^ more and 
more purified under affliction, she witnessed 
a growth in grace, and became a useful and 
deeply exercised member of our Society; 
ever anxious for its prosperity and welfare. 

Some time after the death of her sister. 
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ihe went t6 reside with her unck and aunt, 
Isaac 'and Grace Robinson* of ^Lancaster ; 
and on their decease, continued with their 
enly son, who was about to marry, and 
bring his partner from a distance: and, be< 
ing quite a stranger to his intended wife, 
the subject of this Memoir thought it might 
be best to seek another abode ; but her 
unknowst friend wiiihed her to remain in 
the family, which she did ; and, on becoming 
acquainted, their attachment to each other 
grew so strong, that they became like sisters. 

Both of these kind relations died of con* 
sumption, in the meridian of life, leaving 
their four orphan children to her care: 
these looked up to her as to a second mother ; 
and she loved them as her childrto. 

^ Itaac Robinion wat the second son of John and Jennet 
Robinson: see page 18. They had four chUdren; Roth, 
Joseph, Isaac, and James. 
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The two eldest died whilst young; but 
she continued to reside with the remaining 
two until the close of her long and honour- 
able life : and they returned her parental care, 
by performing to her the part of affectionate 
daughters. 

She was for many years in the station of 
Elder, which she filled with great pro- 
priety; tenderly sympathizing with, and 
watching over, tbose who were engaged to 
labour in the Gospel; and in much love 
extending to them such counsel or encou- 
ragement, as she apprehended they stood 
in need of. 

She was, through life, remarkably dis- 
tinguished by a cheerful and placid dispo- 
sition; and was a beautiful and venerable 
picture of a good old age ; strikingly de- 
monstrating to all around her, that the 
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hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be 
found in the way of righteousness/' 

She possessed, in a degree too seUom to 
be met with, that perfect love and charity, 
which are the crown and diadem of all the 
Christian virtues; and she died as she had 
lived, a bright example of the power of 
religion, in transforming our fallen nature, 
into that image of God in which man was 
created. 

Her faculties continued bright and yigo* 
rous to the last; and her conversation pos- 
sessed a life and savour, long to be remem- 
bered by those who were privileged to 
hear it. 

For a few of her latter years, she was 
nearly deprived of sight; and her hearing 
became very defective ; but, far from mur- 
muring at her privations, she was engaged 

c 
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frequently to number her blessings, often 
expressing a fear, lest she should not be 
sufficiently thankful for the comforts she 
enjoyed, and repeating: 

Not more than others I deserve ; 
Yet God has given me more." 

And she frequently acknowledged the 
Hand of Providence having been with 
her, and having afforded her protection, as 
well as preservation and support, particu- 
larly in some striking instances. 

She was blessed with a good constitution ; 
but, within the last year of her life, had 
several spasmodic attacks ; yet her health 
continued upon the whole to be good, and 
she got down stairs, and enjoyed the society 
of her friends, and her usual occupation of 
knitting, until within a few days of her death* 

Her two relations with whom she resided. 
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wishing to preserve some of her many valu- 
able and instructive remarks and expres- 
sions, occasionally, in the latter part of her 
life, committed a few of them to writing 
unknown to her; and to them we are in- 
debted for the following, the dates of which 
not having been preserved, they are arranged 
so as to present her views of the various 
subjects to which they relate. 

She had a very high regard for the Sacred 
Volume, and said : " The Scriptures point 
out the true way to happiness, if people 
would but follow them; there is sufficient 
to be understood; what I do not under- 
stand I leave : I do not like to cavil." And 
one morning, after the third and fourth 
chapters of the second Epistle of Paul to 
Timothy had been read, she said : What 
a noble end he made 1 and how well he 
defines the Scriptures ! they are indeed able 
to make wise unto salvation, through faith 

c 2 
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which is in Christ Jesus :" and added : The 
love of God, and faith in his beloved Son, 
constitute the essence of religion." 

On the ninety-first Psalm haying been 
read, she observed : I remember reading 
this Psalm to dear Samuel Emlen; and on 
my concluding the ninth verse, he laid his 
hand upon the book, and said : ^ Because 
thou hast made the Lord, which, is my 
refuge, &c. how much is included in this 
word, * Because ! ' " And at another time, 
after the last chapter of Habakkuk had 
been read, she remarked : " What a fine ex- 
pression ! though bereft of all, yet he would 
<joy in the Lord, and rejoice in the God 
erf his salvation.' " 

Speaking respecting retiring to meditate 
and pray, she said: It is an excellent prac- 
tice. We should pray oftener than the 
morning or evening ; the heart may be lifted 



Digitized by 



DOROTHY BACKHOUSE* 53 

up in prayer, when we are going about 
our various concerns. It is a solemn duty* 
Our ancient Friends earnestly recommended, 
mental prayer." 

Prayer is an exercise of the heart : and 
a duty to be performed with weight. The 
desire of the heart may be said to be prayer : 
when there is a sense of want, it incites 
prayer. I have no doubt strength is ob- 
tained by it." 

Speaking respecting superabundance of 
expression in prayer, she said : The Pha- 
risees appeftr to have made long prayers^ 
for which our Saviour reproved them; by 
which we are taught, that long prayers are 
not so acceptable. If we can find our minds 
drawn to the love of God, prayer may be 
contained in a few comprehensive words." 

After some remarks on the same subject, 
c 3 
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by J. J. Gurney, had been read, she ob- 
served : " They are very excellent. I some- 
times think, Friends' children ought to be 
more encouraged to pray; and to use the 
Lord's Prayer." And one evening she said : 
" I was thinking of the Lord's Prayer; and 
repeated it to my own instruction. How 
prayer strengthens the mind! But I do not 
like this Prayer to be used as it too often 
is. Many think, by repeating it, their work 
is done ; and do not consider, when they 
are teaching it to their children, whether 
they are bringing them up consisteintly with 
its precepts." 

At another time she remarked : Prayer 
is much enforced by our Saviour, in the 
Parable of the Widow and the unjust 
Judge; who, though he feared not God 
nor regarded man, yet because of her entrea- 
ties granted her petition. If the unjust 
judge attended to the prayer of the widow, 
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how much more will our Heavenly Father 
attend to our aspirations to Him And 
speaking on prayer to two relations, she 
said : May this be your support through 
life. I often think of those lines of Addison : 

* When in the confidence of Prayer, 
My soul took hold on Thee.' " 

At another time she said: Prayer ^d 
praise are due from the creature to the 
Creator ; they are duties incumbent «poii 
all : we often want help. Mental prayer 
draws the mind to its proper centre, where 
support is to be found. May we all joiii the 
celestial family in the tribute of everlasting 
praise." 

She took much pleasure in hearing the 
Journals and other writings of our ^arly 
Friends ; and used to say : O ! how I like 
to heiar these good old books ! they have the 
savour of life in them." 

c 4 
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On hearing Thomas Chalkley's Journal 
read, she observed : " What excellent re- 
marks he makes, resolving all into the love 
of God. He was not fiivoured i¥ith much of 
this world's goods ; which was, no doubt, in- 
tended to keep him humble, that so he might 
be ready, whenever the Great Master called." 

Conversing respecting some who, instead 
of being content with what they and their 
fathers had acquired by honest industry, had 
launched out into extensive concerns to their 
own hurt, she said : " How respectable they 
might have been, had they been content with 
what they had, instead of ruining themselves 
and others ! What changes have I lived to 
see ! This wanting to be rich and great, 
what folly it is ! I envy it not. I covet no 
man's silver or gold." And on another oc- 
casion, alluding to some who were seeking 
after riches, she remarked : If happiness be 
sought for in riches, it will, I believe, flee from 
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them. Our predecessors became great by 
attending to the principle of Truth ; and if 
we wish to be the same, it must be by the 
same means." And alluding to some dis- 
tressing circumstances which had occurred in 
our Society, she remarked : ^ Friends are 
launching out quite too much^ in iheir 
trade, furniture, and houses. ^ Riches do not 
endure for ever ; nor the crown to all gener- 
ations.' » 

On hearing an account read of the murder 
of several Indians, merely for the sake of 
their furs, by some of the United States 
men ; she alluded to these lines of Pope, in 
relation to the imaginary Heaven of Indians. 

' Where slaves once m6re their native laad behold, 
No fiends torment; no Christians thirst for gold.* *' 

^And added, in reference to some who profess 
to be Christians : They do indeed thirst after 
it the most of any ; it may truly be said : 
c 5 
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* The love of gold is the root of all evil ; 
which while some have coveted after^ they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows.* " 

On a person expressing pleasure mingled 
with surprise, at an individual in humble 
life being so well acquainted with the good- 
ness of God, as he appeared to be; she 
replied : "Our Saviour was sent to these ; 
not to the rich and full of this world : his 
apostles were most of them persons in humble 
life, yet they were the chosen." 

Speaking respecting afflictions, she said : 
"There is this in afflictions; they make us 
humble, and they make us wise. Humility 
is a beautiful ornament; it is one of the 
Christian virtues. Our Saviour enjoined it 
both by example and precept." 

At another time she said : I think an 
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humble mind is a great blessing ; it brings 
its own reward and peace. If we could be 
more heavenly minded, it would be a great 
blessing. O ! how I wish we may all be 
preserved in the right way, and land safe 
at last ; for it will very soon be over ; — very 
soon be over." • 

One evening, after an attack of illness, she 
said : ^< How comfortable I am ! I have no 
pain ; perhaps I may have to go through a 
good deal before I go hence." On a hope 
being expressed that she might not have to 
suffer much, she replied : I do not know 
how it may be. I leave all where it should 
be left. Long illnesses are not desirable." 
And at another time : If it be the will of 
Providence to take me hence, I shall be quite 
resigned to go. May I be received at the 
hand of Divine Mercy, for ever to adore the 
great Creator ! O ! let us resign our wills to 
the Divine will in all things. What is life I 

c,6 
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and what is death i" And at another time : 
^^I wish this ilhiess maybe remembered to our 
lasting advantage : how little all the world 
appears when we come to such a state 

After another attack of illness, she said : 
" I used to think day by day, what comforts 
and favours I enjoyed ; how kind Providence 
had been to me, all my life long ; and now 
on the verge of it, beyond all, what a blessing 
it is to be happy amongst ourselves : it is 
far above the world and all its friendships ! " 
And at another time : In all things we may 
be instructed; in sickness and in health. 
An expression of dear S^uel Fothergill's, 
at an interment, is afresh brought to my 
remembrance : ^ It will soon have to be 
published amongst thy acquaintance, that 
thou also art mortal.'"* 

• See Piety Promotedi Part 8 or Voluine II * 
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She frequently remarked, that " the kind- 
ness of a family one to another, is of more 
value than all the mines of silver or gold." 
And on its being said we could not be too 
thankful for all the blessings and favours we 
enjoyed, she replied : " ^ O ! fear the Lord, 
therefore, all the days of thy life ! and walk 
in the paths that He* hath opened before 
thee : let temperance restrain ; let justice 
guide thy hand ; benevolence warm thy 
heart ; and gratitude to Heaven inspire thee 
with devotion : these shall give thee happi- 
ness in thy present state, and bring thee to 
the mansions of eternal felicity, in the 
paradise of God.' " 

To a person looking over a collection of 
shells, she said : How they should lead our 
minds up to the Creator ! Wonderful art 
Thou, O Lord ! in wisdom Thou hast made 
them all ! My dear, I want to lead thy mind 
up to the great Author of these things. 
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Dost thou not contemplate Him, in these 
wonders of the great deep ?" And on looking 
at a brilliant moon, she said : I have ad* 
mired it many a time : ' When I consider the 
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars which Thou hast ordained; 
Lord! what is man, that Thou art mindful 
of him, or the son of man that Thou visitest 
him ? ' If the creation be so beautiful, what 
must the Creator be !" 

On its being observed that good people 
had often low seasons, and that it was dis-* 
couraging ; she replied : " It is to keep^ the 
mind humble and dependent. In the midst 
of all, I can say : ^ Thy will be done !' Our 
nature is prone to many things, which we 
have to guard against." And, on another 
occasion, conversing respecting some who 
at times had low seasons, she said : Yet 
through all they have comforts which the 
people of this world have not* A religious 
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mind is one of the greatest comforts vfe poor 
mortals can possess." 

Sitting at tea one afternoon after an at- 
tack of illness, she remarked : It is in- 
deed wisely ordered, that we know not 
what is to be :— 

* O ! blindness to the future wisely given, 

That each may fill the circle marked by heaven/ 

What shall I render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits to me ! Eiuible me to draw near 
unto Thee ; to worship at thy footstool : 
and be pleased to preserve us from the allure- 
ments that are in the world ; that we may 
be acceptable in thy sight. O Lord ! be 
pleased to be with us ; to guide us by thy 
counsel ; and in the end, to receive us unto 
glory !" 

At another time she spoke as follows : 
" It is my desire to leave the things which 
are behind ; and to press on to something 
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beyond the grave. I have always considered 
it a solemn thing to live, and an awful thing 
to die. Our dear Friend Samuel Emlen, 
that good man, when on his death-bed said : 
^ The invisible world : how awful ! ' " * 

On using a handkerchief which had be- 
longed to a beloved nephew, she said : "Dear 
Jonathan ! he is gone to his long home. An 
endless eternity ! thousands and thousands 
of years are passed, yet it is still beginning ; 
always new ! Eternity ! thou pleasing, dread- 
ful thought ! How one generation goes and 
another comes ! there is no want ; all is 
filled up." 

On her relations returning from meeting 
one day, she said : Whilst you have been at 
meeting, I have been meditating and musing ; 
and the words of David were brought to my 



• See Piety Promoted, Part 10, page 121. 
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remembrance : ^ My heart was hot within me ; 
while ! mused the fire burned; then spake 
I with my tongue : Lord, make me to know 
mine end, and the measure of my days, what 
it is ; that I may know how frail I am. Be- 
hold I Thou hast made my days as a hand- 
breadth, and mine age is as nothing before 
Thee : verily every man at his best estate is 
altogether vanity ! ' How profitable this 
musing is ! I wish we may be more and more 
drawn into it." 

In the course of a conversation, she said : 
I do not like to hear serious things spoken 
lighdy of. It seems as though there was no 
religion in the mind. I like cheerfulness on 
suitable occasions." 

And speaking of our Society, she remark- 
ed : The more I think of it, the more I 
admire our holy profession. O ! that we 
may all be preserved with the blessing of 
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preservation, on the right hand and. on the 
left. Nothing but religion can give conso- 
lation to man ; there is nothing like it/' 
And at another time : ^ In the midst of life 
we are in death ;' unto whom then can we 
look for succour, but unto the Lord ! Re- 
ligion is a serious thing at last. We can 
have no idea of the happiness of a future 
state, where angels and archangels surround 
the Throne." 

Speaking to one in whose welfare she took 
a lively interest, she said : I wish thee to 
be a religious y pung woman ; thou wilt find 
the advantage of it in old age." 

At another time taking a view of our 
Society, she said : I have been led ardently 
to wish, that my beloved Friends of the elder 
class may fill up their stations in the Church, 
both by example and precept ; and that the 
dear youth may come forward, and be en- 
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abled to adopt the prayer of Jabez, 1 Chron. 
iv. 10. whom we read was more honourable 
than his brethren.^' 

On another occasion, she said : I have 
had some gloomy thoughts respecting our 
Society ; how, in many places, it appears to 
be dwindling away : but the remembrance 
of what the Lord said to Elijah has com- 
forted me : ^ I have yet left Me seven thou- 
sand in Israel, who have not bowed the knee 
to Baal, nor kissed his image.' " 

In reference to Ministers, &c. she made 
the following weighty remarks : *^ I would 
have serious Friends and Ministers very care- 
ful in not talking too much respecting their 
inward state : I think they lose their dignity 
very much^^by it." And, ^^when ministering 
Friends are going about, and are kindly en- 
tertained ; and much attention is paid to 
them, they should be very careful not to be 
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drawn out too much. " "I think when 
Friends travel in the work of the ministry, 
it is a great advantage to have proper com- 
panions with them, to whom they can un- 
bosom themselves." But, I do not like 
Friends, when out on religious engagements, 
taking young persons with them; such see 
all their weaknesses; and they are not so 
prudent in opening out to them as they 
should be." 

At table when there is a mixed com- 
pany; I often think steady Friends are not 
sufficiently careful respecting their conver- 
sation ; particularly before servants : I have 
often been much pained by it." There are 
different talents to occupy : all under the 
same governing Power : some to preach,— 
to prophecy ; some to teach,— to exhort ; 
and others by life, precept, and example, 
may be shining lights." 
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She one day said, in reference to her own 
advanced age : My time has been prolonged 
beyond that of most of my contemporaries. 
It is a happy thing I can look back upon my 
past life ; and that there is nothing to be 
discouraged at. I feel I have a stay to my 
mind whereon it can rest. I have put my 
trust in the Lord. I might have been more 
devoted ; I believe it would have been better 
for me : and I wish to be more retired that 
. I may devote myself more to Him.'' And at 
another time : Few persons at my time of 
life put on so nicely ; day by day I ought to 
be thankful, and oftener than the day. None 
of my family attained to so great an age. 
I should not wish to survive my faculties. 
I can neither wish for life nor death. Whe- 
ther my days be many or few, I wish only to 
say, < Thy will be done.' " 

At one time she observed : " It is only by 
seeking Divine assistance that we shall be 
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enabled to bear all the dispensations which 
may be permitted to come upon us. David 
said to Solomon : ' If thou seek the Lord, He 
will be found of thee ; but if thou forsake 
Him, He will cast thee off for ever.' " And 
at another time she expressed herself thus : 
<^ O ! that we may all make a proper use 6f 
time, and prepare for that habitation to 
which we are all hastening. Enable me, 
O Lord ! to fill up the measure of my days 
in a manner well pleasing in thy sight ; so 
that, whether they be many or few, they may 
be to the glory of thy great Name." 

On recovering from a spasm of the chest, 
she said : I am nearly recovered, whicl^ is 
a great favour ; and for which I desire to 
offer up my gratitude where it is due. Per- 
haps my days on earth are numbered." On 
a belief being expressed that, when the final 
summons came, she would enter into a state 
of everlasting happiness, her reply was : 
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" I hope SO. O ! that we may all meet hap- 
pily at last, through the merits of our Divine 
Saviour ; who died for us and rose again ! 
I do not like boasting : it is of his Mercy that 
He saveth us, and that not of ourselves ; it is 
the gift of God, through the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost." 

On being inquired of one day if she felt 
drowsy, she replied : " No. I have been 
thinking on the present and a future world : 
how uncertain our time is ; particularly mine, 
after so many warnings." And on being 
asked if she felt supported after an attack of 
difficulty of breathing, she answered : I 
have been supported hitherto." And on a 
fear being expressed, that she suffered much 
from oppression at the chest, she sweetly 
replied : " Oh dear ! I have much to be 
thankful for. Thanks be to God for all the 
good, from everlasting to everlasting. O 
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. Lord ! an everlasting song of praise is 
due unto Thee, our Heavenly Father, and 
to thy beloved Son, world without end. 
Amen." 

On the 6th of the 9th month, 1829, speak* 
ing to some relations from a distance, she 
said : We have an all-wise and all-merciful 
Being to trust in ; and I hope we shall be 
favoured with preservation to the end of our 
lives ; which are of very uncertain duration 
to us all. Day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night] unto night showeth knowledge.' 
I hope we shall all be preserved in humility." 
And on taking leave of them the following 
morning, she addressed them thus : Fare- 
well, my dear relations! my time here is 
of short duration. I hope we shall be 
favoured with preservation to the end, as we 
have been from generation to generation. 
My dear love is to all my dear relations and 
friends every where." 
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On 1st day morning, the SSnd of the 11th 
month^ after taking her breakfast as usual, 
she was seized with a spasm on the chest, 
which caused great difBculty in breathing, 
and continued, though mitigated, for some 
hours ; but after passing a comfortable night 
she appeared much better ; so that those who 
had long watched over her, and by whom she 
was tenderly beloved, hoped she would 
recover, as she had frequently done from 
similar attacks. She conversed cheerfully; 
frequently took refreshment with a relish ; 
and on being asked how she was, generally 
replied : " Nicely ; I have no pain ; only a 
little uneasiness in breathing : what a favour 
I consider it !" And the day before she 
died, on some remark being made, she re- 
plied : The Arm of the Lord is sufficient 
for all things." 

On the evening of the S6th, she requested 
a portion of Scripture might be read to her ; 

D 
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and at the conclusion, after a pause, she said : 
"They who trust in the Lord shall never 
be confounded." This testimony, peculiarly 
animating from the lips of an aged and dying 
Christian, was the last sentence she uttered. 
After it, she laid as if in a sweet isleep ; but 
when requested, from time ip time, took a 
little refreshment, till about four o'clock in 
the morning of ^ the 27th, when her breathing, 
which had gradually become shorter and 
shorter, ceased altogether ; without a sigh or 
the least perceptible emotion. 



THOMAS BACKHOUSE.— liT. 

, Thomas Backhouse, youngest son of 
William and Agnes Backhouse, (Seepages 19 
and 29,) was born at Kellet, near Lancaster, 
on the 1st of the 6th month, 1736. He re- 
sided at Kellet with his mother, to whom he 
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was a most affectionate assistant till the time 
of her decease ; after which the house of his 
brother James Backhouse of Darlington, be- 
came his home. He was a man of much 
piety and of a very amiable disposition, and 
greatly beloved in the circle of his acquaint- 
ance. He occupied the station of an Elder 
in our Society, and died at Darlington after 
a short illness on the 1st of the 9th month, 
179S, aged fifty-six years. 



JONATHAN AND ANN BACKHOUSE. 

Jonathan Backhouse son of James and 
Jane Backhouse, of Darlington, (See pages 38 
and 41,) was born the 13th of the 10th month, 
1747. He married Ann Pease, daughter of 
Edward and Elizabeth Pease of the same 
place ; (See Appendix, page IS,) on the 12th 
of the 5th Month, 1774; and she was his 
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faithful companion about fifty years ; during 
which they lived in much hartnony, and were 
affectionately attentive to promote each 
others comfort. 

Jonathan and Ann Backhouse were dili- 
gent in their temporal concerns^ in which 
they were favoured with prosperity ; yet 
were above all, solicitous that their hearts 
might be found right in the Divine sight, 
and their large family walking in the fear 
of the Lord ; in which they were careful to 
train them up, exercising a judicious autho- 
rity over them, and at the same time, making 
themselves much of companions to them ; and 
their pious labours in this important branch 
of Christian duty were greatly blessed. 

It might be truly said of them, that, in a 
religious sense, they were more in substance 
than in show ; and pious gratitude for the 
mercies and favours, which had been ex- 
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tended to them and to their family, often ten- 
dered their spirits. 

Jonathan Backhouse was deeply interested 
in the prosperity of our religious Society ; 
yet, some years before his decease, in ex- 
tending caution to one of his nephews, against 
the danger of acquiring a habit of speaking 
too easily in meetings for discipline, he 
remarked with great meekness, that he 
thought their Monthly Meetings had been 
much improved of latter years, by some 
persons having learnt to say less in them ; 
and that himself was one of the number; that 
on returning from such meetings, he had 
much offcener felt condemnation for having 
said too much in them, than too little. Thus 
in the humble spirit of a true Christian, he 
was disposed to render the sense of having 
in some degree missed his own way, subser- 
vient to the instruction of others. 
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As he advanced in years, he appeared to be 
increasingly engaged in meditating oh his 
latter end ; and often spoke with cheerfulness 
of having passed, what might be considered 
the eleventh hour of life, and of the proba- 
bility of being soon called away from this 
state of existence. 

Daring an illness which he had several 
years before his decease, and when it seemed^ 
to use his own expressions, that there was 
but a spark of life remaining," it was a sub- 
ject of humble admiration to himself, that) 
with the prospect of eternity before him, 
he could feel so calm and peaceful, conscious 
as he was of his own imperfections, and that 
his love to the Saviour had not been suffici- 
ently ardent ; seeing, as he remarked, that 
we owe all to Him : but there is reason to 
believe, that the work of sanctification had 
made greater progress in his soul than his 
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diffident mind was willing to admit and 
that even then, through the power of Divine 
grace, he was in great measure prepared, as 
he had expressed a fervent desire to be, for 
an admittance into the kingdom of heaven, 
and to soar with purified spirits." 

Humility and love were striking charac* 
teristics of Ann Backhouse, and these^ when 
the offspring of redeeming power, as there 
is good ground to believe was the case with 
her, constitute the essence of true religion, 
since, as a sensible writer has remarked : 

The humble are formed to adore, and the 
loving to associate with Eternal Love." 

Both of these valued Friends had, at inter- 
vals, in their latter years, attacks of indispo- 
sition which threatened sudden dissolution; 
and it was deeply interesting as well as truly- 
instructive to see them, under these circum- 
stances, waiting with tranquillity and resigna- 
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tion the summons from this state of existence^ 
as those who having done their day's work, 
had nothing to do but to die : yet notwith- ' 
standing this was the case, their removals 
occurred unexpectedly, particularly that of 
Jonathan Backhouse ; who survived his wife 
nearly a year. She was seized with apoplexy 
one morning whilst dressing, and lived after 
the attack about two weeks ; and though 
her mind was much clouded from the nature 
of the disease, yet she had frequent lucid 
intervals, in which her meekness and pa- 
tience, as well as the peaceful serenity of 
her spirit were very instructive. She died 
on the Srd of the 1st month, 1826, aged 
eighty years. 

Jonathan Backhouse died on the 11th of 
the 11th month following, having completed 
his seventy-ninth year : he had been walking 
in his garden in apparently good health ; and 
on returning into the house had, after reading 
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awhile, taken off his spectacles, and laid 
them on his knee, and closed his eyes for the 
purpose of taking a nap, as he was wont to 
do before dinner ; and in this state he passed 
away so quietly, that his position remained 
unchanged, and his spectacles unshaken from 
the place where he had laid them. A strik- 
ing comment on the injunction — Be ye also 
ready ; for at such an hour as ye think not, 
the Son of Man cometh." 



WRITTEN AT THB CLOSE OF THE TBAE, 1826, 
OW THE DEATH OF HII PARENTS ; 



Farewell to the past, with its joys and its sorrows, 

The year is fast closing on every thing here I 
Whilst times' ruthless plough-share hath deepened our 
furrows, 

By cutting the cords, we have held the most dear I 




LINES 



By Edward Backhouse, 
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Oh 1 truly we cannot but sorrow and mourn; 
Though we will not so sorrow, as those without 
hope," 

For the bright beams of mercy encircle each urn $ 
That mercy which guided down life's gentle slope t 

But yet, ye are gone I Oh, my parents most dear I 
Ye are gone to that bourn from whence none can 
return 1" 

And we cannot but sorrow for those we revere; 
So deservedly loved. Oh ! we cannot but mourn t 

.Though in goodness and mercy Divine, it was given, 
' Ere was her blest Partner translated above, 

That she whom he tenderly loved, under heaven. 
Was sainted in bliss,— -in a mansion of love ! 

Where now reunited, in glorious beauty. 
No more will they know of death, sorrow, or pain ; 

Their duty, is now, the blest Seraphim's duty. 
Their song everlasting — *^ The Lamb that was 

slain r 



That whilst we thus mourn, let us number each 
blessing," 

And humbly attempt the meek path which they trod ! 
They are gone! and though nature still feels it 



Alll all I is of mercy ! pure mercy of God ! 
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AODBE88ED TO THE FAMILY, AT WEST LODGE,* 

On hearing an account of the death of their dear 
Father y Jonathan Backhouss ; and the cir- 
cuaiitancei attending it 



Could this be dying ! Where the struggling breath ? 

Where was expiring nature's parting groan i 
*Not thus, did I, acquaintance make with death. 

To me the conqueror was by conflict known. 

But to your roof, he came in gentle guise, 
Like sleep he beckon'd to the couch of rest. 

And your loVd Parent closed on earth his eyes, 
Like a child slumbering on a mother's breast 

Dear &youred Friends 1 methinks that sleep I see. 
Too deep, too sound, for mortal power to break ; 

Which kindly set the imprisoned spirit free, 
And bade the slumb'rer next in heaven awake. 



* West Lodge, near DarliDgton,* was the residence of 
Jonathan and Ann Backhouse, for a short time previous to 
their decease. 
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The placid look, the sacred calm I view, 
Which o'er his reverend face so sweetly came, 

Wearing no sign of death, but death's pale hue. 
He sat, in all but breathing, still the same ! 

But ye were changed, for tho' ye silence kept 
As in past hours, when he in slumber lay ; 

Ye knew that now, to wake no more he slept. 
And Oh ; what tearful watching mark'd that day ! 

Yet e'en while weeping o'er the much lov'd dead. 
The Yoice of prayer and praise the silence broke t 

His healing balm the Great Physician shed. 
And by the voice of memory comftfrt spoke. 

She from the pleasing record of the past. 
O'er the dark present cheering radiance threw ; 

** Mourners," she said, " away all murmuring cast ; 
The full of days, was full of virtues too ! 

Blessings, not woes, to try his worth were given. 
And if one wish for moi^e his prayer exprest, 

T'was this — ^from life to steal away ; — and Heaven 
This last great blessing gave, to crown the rest" 

Amelia OpiSy Wth month, 1886. 

iBotc— Few perBom have lived to see a tree of tbeir own 
plantiog, attain such large dimensioin as JoDathan Backhouse 
did. He planted a stick of Black Poplar, (Populos nigra fam,) 



Digitized by Google 



bax;khou8£. 



85 



Jonathan and Ann Backhouse, had 
ten children, all born at Darlington. 

William, born the 15th of the 3nd month, 
1775; died the 19th of the 1st month, 
1779. 

Jane, born the 27th of the Srd month, 1776 ; 
died the 13th of the Srd month, 1786. 

Elizabeth, born the 12th of the 9th month, 
1777 ; married to Thomas Richardson, son 
of Thomas and Frances Richardson, of 
Sunderland, (See Appendix, page 24,) on 
the 17th of the 10th month, 1799. 



at the bottom of his father's garden, in the spring of 1702 : 
in thirty years it had grown to the height of 65 feeti and its 
circamference at 4^ feet from the ground was 8 feet. It was 
blown down on the 14th of the 1st month, 1827 ; when at 
H and 8i feet from the ground, it measured 1 1 feet 2 inches 
in drcnmference ; at 27 feet, its circumference was 10 feet ; 
and at 34 feet, it was 7 feet 4 inches. It was calculated to 
contain in its trunk, 220 feet of timber, and in its branches 
1 10 feet, making a total of 390 feet After having withstood 
the blasts of sixty-four winters, it onlygurrived the foster 
hand that planted it about two months. 



Digitized by 



86 J. AND A. BACKHOUSE. 

Jonathan, born the Idth of the 1st month, 
1779; married Hannah Chapman Gurney, 
daughter of Joseph and Jane Gurney, of 
Nonvich, on the S3rd of the 4th month, 
1811. 

William, born the 17th of the Uth month^ 
1779 ; married Mary Dixon, daughter of 
John and Elizabeth Dixon, of Gockfield, 
Durham, the 37th of the 3rd month, 
1806. 

Edward, born the 9th of the 7th month, 
1781 ; married Miary, daughter of Edward 
and Elizabeth Robson, (See Appendix) on 
the 5th of the 8th month, 1807. 

James, born the 11th of the 11th month, 
1782. 

John, born the 20th of the 3rd month, 1784 ; 
married first, Eliza, daughter of Matthew 
and Ann Church, of Cork, Ireland, on 
the 25th of the 5th month, 1809; (See 
account of her;) second, Katharine Capper, 
daughter of Jasper and Ann Capper, of 
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Stoke Newington, near London, on the 
ISth of the 8th month, 1823. 
Ann, born the 38th of the 10th month, 
1785. 

Jane, born the 3rd of the 6th month, 1787 ; 
married to Edward Robson, son of Edward 
and Elizabeth Robson, on the 3rd of the 
8th month, 1815. Edward, husband of 
Jane Robson, died at Exmouth, Devon- 
shire, on the S6th of the 3nd month, 1819; 
(See account of him.) 



THOMAS AND ELIZABETH RICHARDSON. 

Thomas Richardson, of Sunderland, 
son of Thomas and Frances Richardson, (See 
Appendix, page 31,) was born the 3rd of the 
7th, month, 1773 ; and married Elizabeth 
Backhouse, daughter of Jonathan and Ann 
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Backhouse, of Darlington, on the 17th of the- 
10th month, 1799. She was born on the 12th 
of the 9th month, 1777. They have had nine 
children, viz. 

Thomas, born the 25th of the 7th month, 
1800. 

Frances and Ann, born the 28th of the 
11th month, 1801 ; Frances died 7th of the 
12th month, 1801 ; Ann died the 14th of 
the 12th month, 1801. 

Jonathan, born the 16th of the 11th month, 
1802; married Ann Robson, daughter of 
Eldward and Elizabeth Robson^ (See Ap- 
pendix,) on the 12th of the 7th month, 
1827. 

James, born the 27th of the 4th month, 
1805; died the 31st of the 3rd month, 
1807. 

Sarah, born the 5th of the 7th month, 1807. 
Edward, born the 28th of the 2nd month, 
1810. 
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William Backhouse, born the 18th of the 
9th month, 1811 ; died the 25th of the 3rd 
month, 1813. 

Elizabeth, born the 22nd of the 1st month, 
1813. 



JONATHAN AND HANNAH C. BACKHOUSE. 

Jonathan Backhouse, son of Jonathan 
and Ann Backhouse, of Darlington, born 
the 19th of the 1st month, 1779 ; married 
Hannah Chapman Gubney, daughter of 
Joseph and Jane Gurney, of Norwich, on 
the 23rd of the 4th month, 1811 : she was 
bom on the 9th of the 2nd month, 1787. 
They have had six children, viz. 

Jonathan, born the 5th of the 9th month, 
1812; died the 7th of the 9th month, 1820. 

Jane Gueney, bom the 21st of the 5th 
month, 1814. 
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Ann, born the 31st of the 12th month, 1815. 
Joseph Gubney, born the 19th of the 9th 

month, 1817 ; died the 23rd of the 11th 

month, 1824. 
Henry Gurney, bom the 15th of the 7th 

month, 1819. 
Edmund, born the 25th of the Uth month, 

1824. 

WILLIAM AND MARY BACKHOUSE. 

William Backhouse, son of Jonathan 
and Ann Backhouse, of Darlington, born the 
17th of the 11th month, 1779; married Mary 
Dixon, daughter of John and Elizabeth 
Dixbn, of Cockfield, on the 27th of the 3rd 
month, 1806. She was born at Cockfield, on 
the 14th of the 11th month, 1783. They 
have had eight children, viz. 

William, bom the 12th of the Ist month, 
1807. 



Digitized by 



EDWARD & MABY BACKHOUSE. 91 

Fa£D£Ri'gk, born the 29th of the 4th month, 
1808. 

Jonathan, born the 26th of the 12th month, 
1809. 

Elizabeth, born the SOth of the 4th month, 
1811. 

Maria, born the 20th of the 10th month, 1814. 
Jane, born the 10th of the 10th month, 1816. 
Charles John, born the 1st of the 8Ui 

month, 1819; died the 28th of the 11th 

month, 1820. 
James, bom the 1 1th of the 3rd month, 1822 ; 

died the 27th of the 10th month, 1826. 



EDWARD AND MARY BACKHOUSE. 

Edward Backhottse, of Sunderland, son 
of Jonathan and Ann Backhouse, of Darling- 
ton, born the 9th of the 7th month, 1781 ; 
married Mary Robson, daughter of Eklivard 
and Elizabeth Robsen, of Darlington, (See 
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Appendix,) on the 5th of the 8th month, 1807. 
She was bom on the 14th of the 7th month, 
1789. They have five children, viz. 

Edward, born at Darlington, the 8th of the 

5th month, 1808. 
Thomas James, born at Darlington, the 

24:th of the 4th month, 1810. 
Lucy Backhouse, born at Darlington, the 

16th of the 12th month, 1812. 
Alfred, born at Sunderland, the 28th of the 

9th month, 1822. 
Emily, born at Sunderland, the 29th of the 

7th month, 1824. 



JOHN AND ELIZA* BACKHOUSE, AND 
KATHARINE BACKHOUSE. 

John Backhouse^ son of Jonathan and 



« Though the name of this hidiyldiial was Elizabeth, the 
was always called Elika» 
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Ann Backhouse, of Darlington, bom the SOth 
of the 3rd month, , 1784 ; married Eliza 
Church, daughter of Matthew and Ann 
Church, of Cork, Ireland ; on the S5th of the 
5th month, 1809. (See, children of John and 
Elizabeth Dearman, Appendix.) Eliza Back- 
house died on the 3rd of the 9th month, 1813; 
aged thirty years ; (See notice of her.) John 
Backhouse married again, on the 13th of the 
8th month, 1823. His second wife was 
Katharine Capper, born the 16th of the 
10th month, 179S, daughter of Jasper and 
Ann Capper, of Stoke Newington, near 
Lohdon. (See Appendix.) 

John and Eli^a Backhouse, had three 
children, viz. 

Ann, bom the 35th of the 5th month, 1810 ; 
died at Mannheim, on the S9th of the 5th 
month, 1839 ; aged nineteen years. (See 
notice of her.) 
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John Chtjhch, born the 3rd of the 8th 

month, 1811. 
Eliza, bom the 2nd of the 9th month, 1812, 



ELIZA BACKHOUSE. 

Eliza Backhouse, daughter of Mat- 
thew and Ann Church, of Cork, Ireland; 
was married to John Backhouse, son 
of Jonathan and Ann Backhouse, of Dar- 
lington, the 25th of the 5th month, 1809. 
She was a woman of unconmion loveliness of 
person, and superior mental endowments; 
combining a rare degree of refinement and 
delicacy of mind and manners, and a most 
sweet and gentle nature, with deep religious 
sensibility. Her disposition was noble and 
generous ; she was very charitable to the poor, 
and feelingly alive to their wants. That the 
breathing of her soul was after an entire 
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dedication of heart to the Lord, is evinced 
by the following prayer, written in a time of 
deep trial. 

" Father of Mercies, Thou alone knowest 
the sufferings I have endured, the bitterness 
of the cup Thou hast given me to drink ; 
bless it io me I humbly beseech Thee, and 
purify my heart by tribulation and affliction. 
I love, I adore thy heavenly Name. When 
sustained by thy Divine goodness, (for 
surely, unworthy as I am, I have been fa- 
voured to feel its soul consoling efficacy,) 
I can almost rejoice in my sufferings, hoping 
they may refine and prepare me for a better 
and a happier world, even for the glorious 
realms of immortal peace and joy. O Lord! 
hear my earnest petition : show me what is 
good and what Thou dost require of me. 
Lead me into the deep valley of humiliation, 
and then teach me of Thy ways ; and grant 
me resolution to give up all ; to take up my 
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daily cross and follow Thee, -wheresoev^ 
Thou art pleased to lead. I haye wandered 
far astray; but in Thine unutterable mercy 
draw me back, even out of the horrible pit, 
out of the miry clay : set my feet on a rock ; 
establish my goings ; and put a new song into 
my mouth, even of praise and thanksgivings 
to Thee for ever and ever more." 

" Corkj 1805." 

Her feelings at a subsequent period aie 
evinced by the following extract, from one of 
her letters addressed to an afflicted brother. 

I have been much comforted to find that 
a little change of air and scene, has improved 
thy health ; and most sincerely do I wish for 
my dear brother, a long continuance of this 
and every other blessing. To some part of 
thy letter, I scarcely know how to reply; 
indeed on such subjects I seem not at all 
qualified to touch ; but thou knowest my 
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dear brother, it is a just observation, that 
religious growth does not consist in writing 
and speaking on religious subjects : it 
consists in the Divine life prevailing in. the 
mind, influencing every part of our conduct 
and subduing every wrong disposition. Now 
this is the experience I wish for both . thee 
and myself ; and that, whilst we treasure up 
what little spiritual knowledge we may be 
favoured with, in our own hearts, our lives 
and conduct may evince, that in preference 
to all that this world can offer, we are 
desirous of becoming followers of Him, who 
was meek, and low of heart, and to tread in 
the safe, though narrow path of self-denial : in 
this path, I hope my dear brother will keep 
a more vigilant watch than I have done; for 
deeply have I to lament my many and wide 
deviations therefrom. 

" Eliza. Backhouse." 

Darlington J 1810. 

E 
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Once in walking round the garden, a 
Friend remarked to her, that it was indeed 
like a little paradise. Her reply implied her 
full satisfaction with it; but she added the 
expression of a willingness to give up all, if 
she might be permitted to have a place in the 
Heavenly Paradise. This remark only pre<* 
ceded her dissolution a very short time. She 
suddenly breathed her last, a few hours after 
the birth of her second daughter, Eliza, on 
the Snd of the 9th month, 181S ; aged about 
thirty-one years. 



ANN BACKHOUSE. 

Ann Backhouse was the daughter of 
John and Eliza Backhouse of Darlington; 
where she was born on the 2nd of the 5th 
month, 1810. (See pages 92 and 93.) 
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She was deprived of the tender care of a 
mother, when she was only two years and a 
quarter old ; but this great loss was measurably 
supplied by the unremitting attentions of her 
fiither, and the kind and truly maternal orer-* 
sight of his two sisters ; who most affisction- 
ately watched over her and her younger 
brother and sister, during their childhood. 

The early years of Ann Backhouse, were 
marked by an unusual degree of gentleness 
and love, together with a continual regard to 
the feelings of others, and a desire to sacrifice 
her own wishes, in order to promote their 
happiness ; so that she soon gained the affec- 
tions of all who could appreciate her worth. 

At the age of twelve years, she addressed a 
letter to one of her cousins, from which the 
following extract is taken, as exhibiting an 
interesting proof of her deep religious feel- 
ing, at that early period of life. 

E 2 
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2»th of ike monIA, 1888. 

" My dear S — j I wish very much to know 
whether thou ever thinkest of what most 
concerns us all, namely/ thy eternal wel- 
fare. Do not think thyself too young to be 
troubled with the most important of all thy 
concerns ; for it is commanded — ^to ^ remem- 
ber thy Creator in the days of thy youth.' 
— I have long wished to address thee on this 
subject; but I have had no time, and have 
been afraid to express more than I felt ; but 
now I think I may do it with safety 

After mentioning and recommending to 
her correspondent, the perusal of Usher's 
Letters, and a Monody on the death of Lady 
Littleton, she concludes : I consider these 
three lines peculiarly expressive of what a 
woman ought to be : 

' To great and more than manly sense 
She joined the softening influence, 
Of more than female tenderness/ " 
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Her . diligence in her various studies 
was remarkable; and obtained for her the 
unqualified approbation of her instructors. 
At the age of fifteen she went to Stoke 
Newington, to be under the care of Susannah 
Corder, for one year ; and, during this time, 
she was engaged to put up her petitions to the 
Almighty, that she might be enabled, in all 
things, to set a proper example to her young 
companions. These her sincere prayers, 
appeared to be answered ; for she was con- 
sidered,^both by S. Corder and the scholars, 
so circumspect in her conduct, that her pre- 
sence among them operated as a continual 
incitement to all around her, to seek for that 
strength which she was concerned to ask and 
obtain for herself. 

She was very desirous that, while diligent 
in the pursuit of useful learning, she might not 
neglect her highest duties; and was in the 
practice of retiring almost every day, for a 

E 3 
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abort time, in order that she might worship 
Him in secret, whom her soul loved. 

In 1836 she attended the Yearly Meeting, 
which she considered a great privilege. 

After her return home she made the follow* 
ing memoranda. 

18S6, 12th month 33rd. Oh ! may self be 
entirely destroyed, and every thing that 
obstructs the work of grace rmoved from 
my hea.rt." 

1827, 1st month. I am now beginning a 
new year, and may this consideration render 
me more watchful and diligent, that I may 
improve the time which yet remains. I feel 
that I am indeed an unprofitable and sloth- 
ful servant; and I fear I make little or no 
progress in that which is good.^' 
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^3rd month 19ih« What cause have I to 
lament my sloth and indifference in the great 
work of religion!— I greatlj fear that I 
am becoming careless and negligent in the 
performance of all my duties. This is a 
sorrowful consideration, and calls loudly 
for renewed exertions. Though I often feel 
earnest desires to become a truly devoted 
servant, these desires are transient ; and the 
general state of my mind is one of careless- 
ness and indifference. Oh ! this is an awful 
and lamentable state ! and yet I do not feel it 
5o. What progress have I made this year ? 
— I must answer — * None !' *' 

I have now arrived at a very important 
and responsible period of my life; and I 
know not how soon I may be called upon 
to render an account of my stewardship. 
O Lord ! enable me to give myself wholly 
unto Thee, and to serve Thee with full 
purpose of heart! Thou only knowest my 

E 4 
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many sins both of omission and commission ; 
but Thou hast promised that, ^ though my 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as snow ; 
and, though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.': Through, the blood of 
my dear Redeemer, ^ blot out mine iniquities, 
and remember my transgressions no more. 
Create in me a clean heart, O Lord ! and 
renew a right spirit within me.' " 

^^I am weak, poor, and needy; utterly 
unable of myself to do any thing pleasing 
in thy sight. It is Thou who inspirest me 
with desires to serve Thee ; and I pray Thee 
carry on the work, which I humbly trust 
Thou bast begun in my heart, to Thy own 
glory. O ! enable me to resist every tempta- 
tion, and to rise superior to the transitory 
and unsatisfying enjoyments of this deceitful 
world I O Lord ! increase my faith." 

^^4th month Slth. I have this day re- 
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newedly felt the insufficiency of all sublunary 
enjoym^ts to procure real happiness. Long 
have \ sought it in these ; and long have I 
been convinced that nothing short of an 
entire dedication of heart to Him, viho has, 
with a bountiful hand, showered down innu- 
merable blessings upon me, can confer Uiat 
grace which the world can neither give 
nor take away : why then should I longer 
delay giving up all to Him who is indeed 
worthy to be served!" 

5th moirth Snd. This is my birth*day ! 
[17 years of age,] and on many accounts it 
has been a sorrowful one to me. On review- 
ing the past year, I feel that I have made little 
or no progress in the right way. This year 
has been crowned with innumerable blessings ; ' 
and yet these have often been received with 
a cold, unthankful heart. I feel much de,- 
pressed under a deep sense of my entire 
unworthiness of the privileges which I 

£ 5 
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eajoy. I have not given up my heart fally 
unto the best of Masters ; and this want 
of entire dedication, has long retarded my 
progress heavenward. I am indeed an 
unprofitable servant.'' 

The following queries and observation, 
which she was frequently engaged to apply 
to her heart, bear the same date as the last 
remark. 



^^Have I studied the Scriptures diligently ? 

^^ Have I said any thing to the disadvan- 
tage of another ? 

^^Have I indulged vain thoughts ? 

" Have I profitably employed my time ? 

^Have I checked all improper thoughts 
and feelings ? 

Have I in all cases kept strictly to the 
truth ? 

" Have I omitted any obvious duty ? 

Have I done good to any one ? 
*^ Have I gained any useful knowledge ? 
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^^Have I endeavoured to live in the fear 
of the Lord ? 

If I have been enabled to pass a day in 
a manner which my conscience approves, 
O ! may I not feel on this account any self 
complacency; but rather deep humiliation, 
under a sense of my entire unworthiness 
of the assistance thus mercifully afforded 
me. And when through unwatchfulness, 
I have erred, let not this too much discou- 
rage me; but stimulate me to renewed 
diligence, and render me more sensible of 
my entire dependence upon a merciful 
Creator." 

Her health was never robust, but it con- 
tinued pretty good till the 4th month, 1828, 
when she had an inflammatory attack ; and, 
in the summer of that year, she was taken ill 
of the typhus fever, which she caught when 
attending the general meeting at Ackworth. 

E 6 
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Her strength was for a long time greody 
reduced by this afflictive disorder; indeed 
she -was brought to the brink of the grave; 
but her constitution withstood the trial at the 
time, though there is reason to believe that 
she never wholly recovered the effects of this 
illness. She appeared however in good 
health and spirits during the subsequent 
autumn, and was remarkably capable of 
enjoying the society of her friends. She 
thus describes her own feelings. 

^< 1838, 11th month 10th. It is indeed an 
unspeakable favour, and one for which I trust 
I feel very thankful, to be again permitted 
to enjoy the inestimable blessings of reason, 
and the power of reflecting and feeling, as 
well as the pleasures of health and strength, 
far beyond my expectation. I do earnestly 
desire that the faculties of mind and body, 
with which I am once more mercifully 
favoured, may indeed be devoted to the 
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service of Him who has been graciously 
pleased to spare me a little longer; and 
by these awful warnings, to impress upon 
our minds the great uncertainty of all 
terrestrial happiness.'' 

In the early part of 1829, a cough, which 
was scarcely perceptible at first, became 
troublesome; and she very rapidly sank 
under the symptoms of consumption, which 
made their appearance in quick succession. 

While suffering from great debility, she 
wrote thus to S. Corder, for whom she 
retained a strong regard. 

" 1829, 3rd month Slst. I may with 
reverent thankfulness acknowledge, that I 
have ^ never, for a moment, been permitted 
to feel a murmur at being so soon again 
deprived of the inestimable blessings of 
health and strength; of which I had, for 
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a few weeks in the winter, felt the value 
to a delightful degree. The benefit I have 
derived from change of air is really surpris- 
ing, and calls for our heartfelt gratitude to 
Him, who has thus mercifully dealt with us. 



I have not been out for nearly a week, 
being kept prisoner by the extremely cold 
and wet weather. This confinement does 
not seem to retard my improvement. En- 
couraging as these things are, I still con- 
tinue, my beloved friend, to look upon my 
recovery as very uncertain ; but this view 
has never caused me any anxiety as to the 
result; being, in adorable mercy, enabled 
to commit myself, and those inexpressibly 
dear to me, with humble confidence, to the 
infinite wisdom and mercy of Him, who 
doeth all things well. 

" I do not write this, my much loved 
friend, wishing in any way tp exalt myself ; 
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for I have deeply at times to feel my own 
extreme poverty and worthlessness ; and 
truly, that ^ in me dwelleth no good thing.' " 

The foregoing extract was the last written 
expression of her feelings ; but there is every 
reason to believe that the same holy resig- 
nation and serenity pertaded her spirit to 
the last. 

A journey on the Continent being strongly 
recommended, she left home with her parents 
and family on the 4th of the 5th month, 
1829. 

This step had her full concurrence, though 
she expected little help from it, and was so 
weak as to be incapable of enjoying the 
change ; but her affectionate disposition, led 
her to desire that her friends might not think 
they had left any thing undone, that would 
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be likely to promote her restoration. She 
travelled very gently, and rested whenever 
it appeared desirable. Accordingly she re« 
mained a week at Goblentz, where she was 
very feeble. Onfe day, while there, she was 
particularly languid and low, and said, in 
allusion to some expressions of Priscilla 
Gurney, recorded in Piety Promoted, Part 
xi* and which were comforting to her: 
Some of us must be satisfied with a feeling 
of quietness; even if it does not always 
amount to what we should call peace." 

On the 25th, she was able to proceed in 
the steam boat to Mayence, where she re- 
vived in some degree, and left it on the 28th. 
She rather enjoyed riding that day, and 
wished to go as far as Mannheim, where 
she arrived less fatigued than usual, and 
went comfortably to bed ; but did not rest 
well, and awoke early in the morning of 
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ihe S9ihy with symptoms of lier approacbing 
dissolation, which took place on the after- 
noon of the same day. 

The difficulty of respiration was such 
as to make it a great ejSbrt to speak; but 
jshe repeatedly signified that she had no 
pain of body or uneasiness of mind ; and 
was enabled with her dying , lips, to give 
to her afflicted friends, a consoling assur- 
ance of the comfort which she experi- 
enced. 

During the whole of her last illness, her 
patience and meekness were particularly 
conspicuous, and it was evident that she was 
concerned to live one day at a time, com- 
mitting the future without anxiety, to Him 
whose tender mercies she knew to be near 
her ; and in whom she could with filial love 
confide. While in health she had been 
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engaged to supplicate that she might be 
made a full partaker of the benefits of the 
propitiatory, sacrifice of Christ, through its 
purifying application to the heart, and 
that she might become the follower, of a 
meek and lowly Saviour. And her Hea- 
venly Father was pleased to hear her prayer, 
to clothe her with meekness and love while 
here; and, we reverently and thankfully 
believe, to grant her, for his beloved Son's 
sake, an admission into the realms of love 
for ever. 

Her remains were interred in the Protestant 
burying-ground at Mannheim, on the 1st of 
the 6th month, 1839. 

Her grave is surrounded with iron railing, 
inclosing two fine Acasias. A stone is placed 
at the head of the grave, with the following 
Inscription. 
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AHH BACKBOV8B 

AGED 19 TEARS, 
1829. 

ConcessioQ k Perp^tuite 
k son p^re, 

DB DaBLINGTOV, 



EDWARD ROBSON.— Snd. 

Edward Robson, son of Edward and 
Elizabeth Robson, (See Appendix,) was bom 
at Darlington on the 29th of the 13th month, 
1791. He possessed a very amiable natural 
disposition, and an excellent understanding ; 
which, with the advantage of a liberal educa- 
tion, combined with the exercise of religious 
care on the part of his parents, rendered him 
a very interesting and promising character. 



England. 
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In the year 1815, he married Jane the 
< youngest daughter of Jonathan and Ann 
Backhouse. (See pages 75 and 87.) They had 
enjoyed each other's society but a few years, 
when their temporal happiness became cloud- 
ed, in consequence of a sudden and alarming 
hemorrhage from his lungs, which greatly 
reduced his strength. After he had a little 
recovered, he went into the west of England, 
accompanied by his wife, infant daughter, and 
brother-in-law James Backhouse, in the hope 
of receiving benefit from a milder climate. 
They took up their abode at Exmouth, in 
Devonshire, at which place his mother, Eliza- 
beth Robson, joined them on the SOth of the 
2nd month, 1819 ; and from her memoran- 
dums, the following particulars of his last 
days are extracted. 

I found my beloved son much weaker 
and worse than I expected: he was much 
affected when fie saw me ; clasped his tremb- 
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ling arms around my neck, and said : O, 
my dear mother, how glad I am to see thee ! 
-what a mercy that thou hast come to me ! " 
I assisted dear Jane in helping him up stairs : 
the exisrtion was ready to overset him ; but 
he passed a comfortable night, and got up 
the next day to breakfast. I hoped to have 
seen him better than the preceding evening, 
thinking it very possible that the agitation 
occasioned by my coming might have in- 
creased the debility ; but the morning 
brought no increase of strength ; and in no 
degree lessened my anxiety and fearful fore- 
bodings. I saw plainly that he was not far 
distant from that bourn, from; whence no 
traveller returns. 

After breakfast dear Jane read a chapter 
in the Bible ; and a solemn pause ensued, in 
which I believed it right for me to address 
my beloved son and daughter, on the import- 
ance of a reliance upon God ; who alone is 
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the saying help of his dependent children. 
Dear Edward said to his wife afterwards ; 
" O, my love ! what a sweet oppoitunity 
I have had ! I cannot be sufficiently thank- 
ful." 

In the course of the day, he said to me : 
Dear mother, didst thou expect to see me 
so weak a creature ? " I told him I certainly 
did not. He then remarked how rapidly 
his strength declined ; and that without .any 
obvious cause ; and how, with the least exer- 
tion, he found his breathing affected. He 
conversed during the day pleasantly ; made 
many enquiries respecting his dear connexions 
at home ; and once asked, if I would accom- 
pany them, if he should be able to return 
by sea. 

Once he walked across the room, and smil- 
ing said : Come mother, thou shalt have the 
pleasure of seeing that I can walk." But it 
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was an exertion that he could not easily per- 
form ; and he did not repeat it till he went to 
bed ; and then I thought he would have died, 
it had such an effect upon his breathing : 
however, he passed a pretty good night; and, 
in the morning, after taking his breakfiist in 
bed, he descended the stairs, and walked into 
the room bettter than we expected. * 

The day being fine, he very much pressed 
OUT taking a ride to the village of Lympstone; 
which we complied with. He greatly enjoy- 
ed the excursion, and returned with little or 
no &tigue. During the day we enjoyed each 
other's society ; though our enjoyment was 
mingled with painful feelings, it being very 
obvious that his bodily strength decreased 
rapidly. In the evening he was.wheeled from 
the sofa into the adjoining room, where his 
bed had been set up : which proved a great 
relief ; and he never attempted to walk after 
this. 
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On fourth-day morning, the 23rd, we 
wheeled him into the drawing room, where 
he laid upon the sofa most of the day. He 
became more alarmed at his strength decreas- 
ing so rapidly. After breakfast dear Jane 
re^d a chapter : and strength was given to 
approach the sacred Footstool, both mentally 
and vocally ; after which the dear invalid 
said : O, my dear mother ! my precious 
mother! what a mercy that thou hast come 
to me ! " Then folding his hands, he said 
with great solemnity : "Lord ! be merciful to 
me : blot out every sin ; and remember my 
transgressions no more. Oh ! that I had me* 
ditated upon the law of the Lord, day and 
night ! " And, turning to me, he said: "Dear 
mother, I have too much slighted the Lord's 
mercies. I have not sufficiently taken up 
the cross of Christ daily : for, though I have 
loved and feared the Lord, and endeavoured 
to stay my mind upon Him ; yet, how soon 
have these good desires been ejSaced ! Oh, I 
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long for a certain evidence of acceptance 
with God ! Lord, have mercy upon ine ! 
Pjray for me, my dear mother !" 

I told him I did so, and hoped he would 
continue to do it for himself He said: 

Yes, I believe thou dost; I know thou dost; 
and I do also. Oh for a certain evidence of 
Divine acceptance! This is all I want." 
A solenm silence ensued ; after which he 
said with great fervency: ^^O, Divine good- 
ness is near ! I feel its precious influence ! 
What a favour !" 

I then left the room for a few minutes; 
and when I returned, he said : My dear 
mother, I am resigned ; and my precious Jane 
is resigned also. O ! I am glad." 

We spent all this day waiting upon the 
Lord, and imploring his Divine aid; and 
rejoicing that He had permitted uis ^o meet 
together. 
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Our beloyed Edward appeared to have a 
very humble opinion of himself, and felt the 
vast difference between Infinite Purity, and 
his own imperfections, notwithstanding he 
bad, from a child, been of very circumspect 
conduct; and he frequently spoke of the 
awfulness of bis situation, appealing to me, 
and enquiring if I thought he had reason to 
hope for acceptance; for he feared being 
himself deceived. 

I told him, I believed he was sensible I was 
the last person that would deceive him ; and 
that I desired to recommend him to feel for 
himself; but at the same time confessed, I 
wi^s comforted with the fervent hope that he 
would s that his petitions would be graci- 
ously regarded ; that he might remember 
the Lord never said to the wrestling seed of 
Jacob, Seek ye my face in vain : and that I 
did believe the Lord would continue to 
be with him while here, and finally to re* 
ceive him into his' glorious rest. 
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He said : Let us be still again ; who 
knows but the Lord may again be graci- 
ous:" and he afterwards acknowledged that 
the Divine Presence was with us ; and that 
he was graciously permitted to feel the 
precious influence of the love of God. Yet 
he lamented his not having been sufficiently 
^thful and devoted ; and said he was afraid 
he was insensible ; for when he looked upon 
his precious Jane and dear little child,) he 
felt nothing at being taken from them. Then 
he prayed that a heart of flesh might be given 
him ; for he feared his was like stone. You 
weep," said he, " but I cannot weep. Oh ! 
if I could, how it would relieve me ! " 

We desired him not to distress himself on 
that account, because, if he felt with the same 
keen sensibility we did, his feeble body could 
not sustain it. This appeared to satisfy him ; 
and he remarked how intimately the mind 
and body arp connected, and suffer together. 
F 2 
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On seeing his wife much distressed, he 
looked at her, his eyes beaming with affec- 
tion, and said : Don't mj dearest; we shall 
meet again. The Lord will be a husband to 
thee, and a father to our precious babe. O ! 
a far better one than I have ever been." 

In the night of the S4th, spasms came on, 
even without exertion ; and we saw that his 
end was drawing near. During all the fore- 
part of the following day, his mind appeared 
stayed upon God : and though he sometimes 
wandered, yet when he spoke on religious 
subjects he was unclouded. At one time he 
looked up and said : ^^O, how I long toltie 
gone ! " He then quoted that gracious invita- 
tion of our Redeemer : " Come unto Me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest." He afterwards said with great 
emphasis : "To your tents O Israel !" And 
he again inquired if I thought he should be 
accepted of God. I answered: "I hope so." 
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He said with great earnestness : ^^Yes, I 
hope I shall ; I trust I shall." 

Sometime previous to his dissolution, 
speaking to his wife of the improbability of 
his recovery, he said : " My dear, I can say, 
from my first attack I have felt resigned; 
and I do not recollect having any fear at 
the time, as to the event : I think I can, say 
with sincerity : ' Not my will, but thine O 
Lord, be done !' " 

He was very desirous that his pa.tience 
might continue to the end : and this desire 
was mercifully granted. The spasms ceased 
for three or four hours before his close ; and 
he said he was comfortable, free from pain, 
and stronger. He took more nourishment ; 
and between seven and eight o'clock in the 
evening of the S6th, he requested his dear wife 
and myself to help him into the easy chair ; 
and he rendered himself much mcnre assist- 

F 3 
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ance than we looked for: but, upon being 
seated, he closed his eyes, laid his head upon 
his dear Jane's shoulder; and, after breathing 
a few times, he peacefully expired. 

We were not only supported at this solemn 
and affecting season; but our minds felt 
subjected to the will of our Heavenly Father ; 
so that my beloved daughter acknowledged 
afterwards, that she felt not one wish to 
detain her precious husband here: being 
abundantly fitvoured with the consoling 
belief, that he was happily landed on the 
shores of heavenly bliss. 

He was two months above twenty-seven 
years of age. His remains were interred in 
Friends' Burial Ground, at Exeter, on the 
7th of the 3rd month, 1819 ; and the meeting 
held on the occasion was particularly solemn. 
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Edward and Jane Rob son had one 

daughter, viz. 
Ann Backhouse, ))orn 13th . of Srd months 

1817. 

JAMES BACKHOUSE.— Srd. 

James Backhouse, son of James and Jane 
Backhouse of Darlington, (See pages 33 and 
41,) was born the 29th of the 6th month^ 1757, 
he married Mary Dearman, (born 2dth of 
10th month, 1764,) daughter of Nathan and 
Mary Dearman, of Thome, (See Appradix,) 
on the 8th of the 6th moudi, 1787 ; and died 
at Darlington, on the 18th of the 12th month, 
1804, aged forty seven years. 

He was a man of an amiable and peaceable 
disposition; kind and unassuming in his 
manners; an affectionate husband and a 
tender parent; a lover of good men, and 
one who walked in the fear of God. 

V 4 
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His East illness was a very trying one ; he 
was seized with a fit of Epilepsy, in the 
1st month, 180S, from which he recovered in 
about an hour; but from that time his health 
gradually declined, till the middle of the 
year 1804 ; when the pain in his head, from 
which he had for a considerable time suffered, 
increased to an alarming degree. He bore 
his afflictions with great patience; many 
times expressing His belief that they were 
mercifully intended for his refinement: and 
his mind was earnestly exercised in desires, 
that he might be rightly prepared for an 
admittance into that kingdom, into which 
nothing that is unholy can ever enter. 

He was confined to his chamber nearly 
the whole of the 10th month ; in the course 
of which a Friend, who paid him a visit, 
and was introduced into sympathy with him, 
had to express his belief, that notwithstand- 
ing the many trying moments which had 
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been allotted to him, the tears which he had 
shed, and the prayers which he had offered 
up^ in secret before the Throne of Grace, 
both on his own account, and on account of 
his beloved wife and children, were regarded 
by the Most High; and that, however his 
afflictions might terminate, all would be 
well. 

After this visit all his fears seemed to be 
removed, and his mind appeared to enjoy 
a peaceful calm : his health also improved, 
so as to admit of his getting out a little, and 
to excite flattering hopes of his recovery, 
in the minds of his Friends. But he fre- 
quently said to his wife : " Though the 
prospect of a longer stay with my dear 
family, at times feels pleasant, yet I dare 
not look for a long continuance here ; and 
I hope thou wilt not flatter thyself with the 
present prospect, which I fiilly believe will 
not continue long." 

F 5 
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On the 7th of the 12th month, he was again 
seized with violent pain in the head, and 
sickness ; and he passed through a time of 
severe suffering with great resignation ; the 
sweet smile of serenity often adorning his 
countenance; and the expressions: — ^^^AU 
these trials and afflictions are intended for 
my refinement,^' frequently escaping from 
his lips. 

This state continued till the 18th of the 
ISth month ; when he quietly resigned his life 
into the hands of Him who gave it ; leaving 
no doubt of his having obtained an admission 
into the kingdom of everlasting rest and 
peace, amongst the ransomed and redeemed 
of the Lord« 

James and Mary Backhouse had ten 
children; viz. 

Nathan, born the S8th of the 3rd month^ 
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1788, died at Darlington on the 9th of the 
11th month, 1805, aged seventeen years 
and a half. (See notice of him, page 138.) 

Janb, born the 91st of the 1st months 1790, 
died at York on the SSrd of the 3id month, 
1818, aged twenty-eight years. (See notice 
of her, page 137.) 

Thomas, born the 15th of the 6th month, 
1798, married Hannah Stickney, (bom the 

^ 15th of the 8d month, 1796,) on the 87th of 
the 4th month, 1886. She died on the 8Srd 
' of the 18th month, 1887. (See account of 
her.) 

James, bom 8th of 7th month, 1794, married 
Deborah Lowe, (bom 89th of Sth month, 
1793,) on the 5th of Uth month, 1888. 
She died on the 10th of 11th month, 1887. 
(See account of her.) 

Mart, born the 13th of the 3rd month, 1796, 
married Richard Janson, on the 90th of the 
9th month, 1888, and died at Tunbridge 
Wells on the 18th of the 18th month, 1884, 
F 6 
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aged twenty-eight years and a quarter. 

(See notice of her.) 
Joseph, born the 19th of the 5th month, 

1798, married Mary Anne Holmes, (born 

the 25th of the 10th month, 1791,) on the 

21st of the 4th month, 1825. 
Elizabeth, born the 9th of 2d month, 1800. 
Sarah, born the 7th of the 1st month, 1802, 

died an infant, 18th of 1st month, 1802 
Sarah, born the 30th of the Srd month, 

1803. 

Ann Dorothy, born the ISth of the 5th ' 
month, 1805, died at York on the 16th of 
the 4th month, 1829, aged twenty-four 
years. (See account of her.) 



NATHAN BACKHOUSE. 

Nathan Backhouse, the eldest son of 
James and Mary Backhouse, of Darlington, 
was born there on the 28th of the 3rd monthi 
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1788. (See pages 127 and 130.) He ivas from 
a child of a mild and amiable disposition ; 
and very dntiful to his parents, who were 
careful to bring up their children in the fear 
of the Lord ; which proved a great blessing 
to them. He was kind to all about him, 
particularly attentive to his father during 
a long and trying illness, and tenderly' 
sympathized with his mother in her afflic- 
tions. 

He was attacked with bleeding from the 
lungs in the 4th month, 1805, which was 
succeeded by a rapid consumption. . 

During his illness he frequently said : 
" How little we consider the value of health 
till we lose it. Those who possess so great 
a blessing cannot prize it too much." 

He took much pleasure in the study of 
Natural History, particularly of Botany; 
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but when his health had declined, so as not 
to leave much expectation of recovery, he 
laid aside his studies : his mind appearing 
too deeply occupied with subjects of higher 
importance to be at liberty to pursue those 
belonging only to this life. 

When he became unable to attend our 
religious meetings, he was very unwilling 
that any more of the family should stay from 
them on his account, than was absolutely 
necessary. 

One first-day a minister whom he loved, 
coming from a distance to attend the meet* 
ing at Darlington, he appeared much tried 
at his own inability to be present at the 
meeting: and on the return of the family 
from it, one of them observing that the 
Friend had enlarged much on the occasion 
of Jesus feeding the multitude with the 
five loaves and two fishes, he was much 
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affected and said : I have been reading 
that chapter most of the time you hare 
been away. This seems as if I was allowed 
to be profited by his visit ; thongh not able 
to get to meeting; I esteem this a favour 
indeed." 

After he was confined to his room, which 
was only about two weeks, he frequently 
expressed his thankfulness for the ease he 
felt. — At one time he said, "I am very weak, 
yet have little or no pain.— Though the 
cough and diflSculty of breathing are at 
times trying, I desire to be resigned, and 
have lately thought there is little in this 
world to make long life desirable. — We 
have had many deep trials, particularly 
thou my dear mother; thy sorrows have 
been great indeed : mayst thou endeavour 
to bear all patiently." 

The same day he gave his mother a trifle 
which he much valued, saying: ^^Keep it 
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for my sake, I shall have no more aeed 
of it. — Perhaps a change may take place 
sooner than some may expect." — His mother 
remarked : This is uncertain. The strong 
are sometimes unexpectedly taken away : 
and the weak raised up ^ beyond their 
expectation." He sweetly replied: "May 
we be resigned to all the dispensations of 
Unerring Wisdom." 

He frequently desired portions of Scrip- 
ture might be read to him, particularly 
the 23rd Psalm ; and would respond : " The 
Lord is indeed my Shepherd." 

After passing a day of great restlessness^ 
he retired to bed a little earlier than usual, 
and fell into a syeet sleep, from which he 
did not awake, but quietly departed about 
one o'clock in the morning of the 9th of 
the 11th month, 1805, aged seventeen years 
and a half. 
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JANE BACKHOUSE— 2nd. 

Jane Backhouse, eldest daughter of 
James and Mary Backhouse, was bom the 
21st of the 1st month, 1790. (See pages 127 
and 131.) The beneficial efiiects of a guarded 
education were strongly evinced in her 
during the course of her life. 

Her father dying when she was about 
fifteen years of age, and her eldest brother 
the following year ; and her. mother haying 
delicate health, a considerable portion of 
the care of a large family devolved upon 
her in early life : and in the assistance 
which she afforded her mother in the man- 
agement of them, she conducted herself 
with great prudence and discretion, and 
was careful to be to them a good example. 

In the 4th month, 1814, she was very 
unwell, having a cough, and at one time 
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raising a little blood ; but in the course of 
the summer she recovered her usual health. 

In the following winter she appeared 
delicate; but went to London by sea the 
next spring, in company with several of her 
friends; and after spending some months 
in the south, returned home through part 
of Wales. , 

This journey seemed greatly to benefit 
her health, which remained pretty good 
most of the summer of 1816. In the S&d 
month^ 1817, she again relapsed; and her 
strength began rapidly to decline. 

Two of her surviving brothers having 
settled in York in 1816, she, with her 
mother and the rest of the family, removed 
there the following year, 1817; and, in the 
9th month, while on a visit at Scarborough, 
she again relapsed and ^raised some blood. 



Digitized by 



JANE BACKHOUSB. — ^SnD. 139 

Soon after her return home, symptoms of con- 
firmed consumption began to appear. From 
this time she \¥as entirely confined to the 
house; but generally got do^n stairs till 
within about three weeks pf the close of her 
life. 

During the whole course of her illness, 
she was remarkably patient and grateful 
for little attentions. She mostly appeared 
cheerful; and whilst her strength would 
admit of it, spent much of her time in read- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, and other religious 
books; and when her weakness increased so 
as to render her unable to do it, she fre- 
quently desired some of the family to read to 
her, often selecting the passages she wished 
to hear; and several times requesting the 
fifth chapter of Romans to be read to her. 

She often noticed the progress of her dis- 
order; and one day said to her medical 



Digitized by 



140 JANE BACKHOUSE. — 2si}. 

attendant : I now feel my strength decline. 
I never before knew what weakness was.'* 

On its being remarked on some occasion, 
how much time is frequently spent in study, 
she said, with great sweetness ; " We spend 
much time in study; but the best knowledge 
is how to get to heaven." 

On the 14th of the 3rd month, 1818, 
which was the last time she left her bed- 
room; she intimated to one of her bro- 
thers, that she now got so weak, it was 
most likely she should not be able to bear 
being up many times more ; and soon after 
expressed herself, as nearly as could be 
collected, as follows, her voice being at 
the time extremely weak : I have not been 
able to see to the end of this illness, how 
it will terminate, but, I have endeavoured 
to be content whichsoever way it may be 
and after a short pause added : I feel such 
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a peaceful calm, that I seem to have nothing 
to do here." 

The same day, apparently looking forward 
to dissolution, she said : " I have been 
favoured not to feel any anxious wish res- 
pecting the termination; and, although I 
have not at all times felt so certain an 
evidence of acceptance as I have desired, 
yet I feel such a peaceful calm and such 
true resignation, that I believe it would be 
wrong to doubt." 

The day following, she said to her aunt, 
Elizabeth Robson : Aunt, I have sometimes 
wished for a more certain evidence of going 
well; but I feel so peaceful and resigned 
when looking at this subject, that I believe 
it would be wrong to doubt. I am quite 
content, and have, through my illness, desired 
to be preserved in patience; and hitherto 
I have been wonderfully supported. It re- 
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quires great purity to get to so purct a place 
as heaven." Something was afterwards ex- 
pressed, which was not clearly understood ; 
but she soon after added : our own righte- 
ousness will do nothing for us.'* 

On the 19th, she said to one of her sisters : 
^ If I weaken so fast as I have done, I think 
I cannot hold out many days; I hope you 
will take care of my mother." 

The next morning on being asked how 
she was, she replied : I have had a better 
night, or I think I could not have lived over 
it." In the afternoon of the same day, her 
mother sitting by her, and seeing her in- 
creasing weakness, was much distressed, which 
observing she feelingly said : Dear mother, 
do not grieve for me; if thou believest I am 
going well there is no cause for sorrow." 

On the morning of the 21st, she expressed 



Digitized by 



JANE BACKHOtrSE*— SnD. 143 

herself to this effect to one of her brothers : 
^ Thomas, you will not have me long : I 
cannot hold out long ; the world and I have 
long had little to do with each other :" and 
added earnestly, I hope I am not deceived. 
I hope I shall not be a castaway ; for I have 
been abundantly favoured." 

On first-day, the SSnd, she appeared to be 
considerably worse ; and about seven o'clock 
in the evening, believing her end drawing 
near, desired her brothers and sisters might 
be called. On their coming into the room, 
she requested them to sit down ; and in a 
short time she very sweetly said : Perhaps 
I may get over this, but if not, I thought it 
might be a lesson to you and after a short 
pause added : God is my jbope and sal- 
vation, in whom I trust; He has been my 
support, and I hope will be yours also. 
There is nothing but his mercy to trust to 
at such a time as this. Farewell i farewell f 
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I hope we shall all meet again in heaven." 
She then desired each of the family to kiss 
her, and took an affectionate leave of them, 
saying : I feel as if I was going to fall 
asleep, never to awake again ; but perhaps 
this may go off." Then she again desired 
her brothers and sisters to take care of 
their mother. 

In a little time, having coughed up the 
phlegm, which threatened suffocation, she 
said : I am astonished at my own com« 
posure. I am afraid I am over confident." 
To which her aunt replying, " My dear, 
I hope not." She said : No ; I hope not. 
I love you all; perhaps better than ever 
I did ; and yet I feel so willing to leave you. 
Dear aunt, I did not expect either to see or 
converse with any of you again." 

After a short sleep she was able to swallow 
a little liquid ; but feeling the spasms, which 
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she had before suffered from, returning^, sUe 
desired her mother to sit down by her on 
ifae bed, and, putting her arms round her 
neck, she very affectionately said: "I 
thought the spasms were returning, and I 
wanted thee to be near me." Once or twice 
she repeated : It cannot be long." 

During the night she sometimes slept a 
little, and when awake looked sweetly com- 
posed; and several times asked for some- 
thing to drink, but swallowed with great 
difficulty. 

A little before four o'clock in the morn- 
ing of the S3rd of the Srd month, 1818, she 
desired to be raised up, her breathing being 
much oppressed ; and she continued in this 
state, breathing shorter and shorter till about 
five o'clock, when her purified spirit was 
freed from the shackles of mortality, without 
sigh or struggle; and, we doubt not, is entered 

G 
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into that city which hath foundations ; whose 
builder and Maker is God :" in which 
those who have washed their garments, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb, 
rejoice in his presence for evermore. 

She was aged twenty-eight years and 
two months 



The following verses, composed by Jane 
Backhouse on diflferent occasions, mark the 
reflective turn of her mind* 

STANZAS 
Written on the UH evening of the year 1815. 

'Tis nearly finished ! now the sun. 

Which lately shone so bright. 
Its last revolving course has run, 

And set in solemn night; 
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No more to rise within this year, 

Which will for ever ead, 
Before its beams again appear, 

Or morning's dews descend. 

How very short appears the time, 
Since first the year began I ' 

Since it had reached its smiling prime, 
How quickly has it run I 

In it, what changes we have seen. 

To mark its fleeting wing, 
How many who our friends have been. 

It to the grave did bring ! 

Remember, O my soul! how short 
The time thou hast to stay! 

This is not thy eternal port; 
So heaven-ward bend thy way: 

O ! give each moment as it flies, 

Into thy Maker's hand 1 
Then mayst thou hope to win the prize, 

And reach a better land. 
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▲DDBSS9BD TO ▲ FRISlfD, 

On receiving from her a present of a SeaU on which 
was a Ship tossed in a troubled sea^ and the motto : 
^*TJBLLB aar la rim^'* 



That "such is life," my friend has seen, 
In the short voyage she has been; 
TossM by the waves and billows strong, 
Thy bark hast reelM the surge among ; 

But tho' around thy head the storm, 
Has beat in many a dreary form ; 
A Hand unseen the helm did guide, 
And bore thee through the dashing tide. 

On that strong arm mayst thou rely. 
He, "strength in weakness" will supply; 
Conduct thee o'er lifers stormy main, 
Till recompensed for all thy pain; 
Safely in port thy bark shall ride, 
And anchor safe at mercy's side. 

%Ut of the \2th month, 1816. 
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S«y thoughtless mortals as ye trip along 
The maze of life, led by a giddy throng 
Of those who waste their time in careless mirth, 
Remembering not their sojourn here on earth 
Is short and transient, as the meteor's blaze. 
Or flower which blows beneath the noontide rays ; — 
Say, when the charm of earthly pleasure's fled. 
Will you not grieve for time which thus has sped? 
Will you not wbh your time had onward run 
In deeds which then you would not wish to shun? 
In acts of mercy, tenderness, and love, 
-Such as with joy are seen in rea|ms above ? 



THOMAS AND HANNAH BACKHOUSE. 



Thomas Backhouse^ of York, son of 
James and Mary Backhouse of Darlington, 
bom the 15th of the 6th month, 1798; 
(see pages 187 and 131;) married Hannah 
Stickney, born the 15th of the 9nd. month, 
1796, daughter of William and Esther Stickney 
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of Ridgmont, in Holderness, Yorkshire, on 
the 27th of the 4th month, 1824. * She died 
on the 23rd of the 12th month, 1827. (See 
account of her.) They had one daughter, viz. 

Mary, born the 7th of the 11th month, 
1827. 

HANNAH BACKHOUSE. 

Hannah Baorhouse was the daughter 
of William and Esther Stickney, of Ridg- 
mont in Holderness, Yorkshire. 

She was born on the 15th of the 2nd 



* Haonah Backhouse was descended from John and Priscilta 
Ricbardson. (See John Richardson's JoumaL)— -Rachel, 
daughter of John and Priscilla Richardson, married Ambrose 
Stickney. — Ambrose Stickney, their son, married Rachel 
Turner.— William Stickney, their son, married Esther Rich- 
ardson, daughter of Nicholas and Dorothy Richardson of 
Ay ton. 
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month, 1796 ; and she possessed a remarkably 
humane and affectionate dUppfition. 

When about seven years old, it pleased 
the Almighty in the unsearchable dispen- 
sations of his Proyidence, to take to Him- 
self her beloved mother ; -whose tender and 
religious care, combined -with a bright ex- 
ample, had stamped upon the mind of her 
daughter at that early age, impressions 
which were never effaced. 

Soon after her marriage with Thomas 
Backhouse of York, which took place in 
the 4th month, 18S6, she was attacked 
with ague, which continued for several 
months : and though she had for some 
years ^evinced a concern for the welfare of 
her soul, there is reason to believe, tfthat 
this trying illness was blessed to her, by 
leading her to seek a still closer acquaint- 
ance with her Heavenly Father. 

G 4 
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Before the birth of her daughter, which 
occurred on the 7th of the 11th month, 1827, 
she spoke of the uncertainty of her recover- 
ing from her confinement. And in the 
prospect of becoming a mother, she ex- 
pressed her sense of the danger there was 
that she might make an idol of her babe; 
and the desire she felt, that rather than that 
should be the case, she mighty if prepared, 
be taken from it. 

She, however, recovered as speedily as 
could be expected, for a person of but a 
delicate constitution. And on the 4th of the 
ISth month following, was taken in a sedan- 
chair to visit her sister, Deborah Backhouse, 
who then laid upon her death-bed ; and who 
took an affectionate leave of her, and said : 
" I do not seem to have much upon my mind 
to say to thee. Knowledge has not been 
wanting. Thou hast seen and felt what the 
Lord requires of- thee." She nevertheless 
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extended encouragement to her to press for- 
ward in the path of dedication with increased 
diligence; and urged that an implicit obedi- 
ence in one little thing after another, as 
manifested to be our duty by the Light in 
our own hearts, is the only way to make 
spiritual progress ; adding : <^ Delays are 
4angerous, there is no time to spare." 

On the 10th of the same month, Hannah 
was attacked with the cholera morbus, which 
was succeeded by fever; but her medical 
attendants did not apprehend danger. 

From the beginning of her illness, she 
endeavoured to submit with patience to the 
Divine will; and when one of her sisters 
expressed concern for her, she replied : 
^ I am the clay in the hands of the Potter." 

In the night of the SOth, she requested one 
<^ her husband's sisters to sit down on the 
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bed by her, and after a time of silence, said : 
" O ! how delightful it would be, to be in 
a state prepared either for life or death! 
But more dedication is wanted; and I fully 
believe that this illness is intended for my 
purification. I do not at present think my 
life is required; but there are some little 
things, which, if I recover, I hope I shall 
be enabled to give up. I not only desire 
simplicity for myself, but for my baby also.'' 

She afterwards spoke of feeling so greatly 
resigned to the Divine will, that she thought 
nothing would now be too near or too dear 
to part with; but added, that if she re- 
covered, these feelings might be lost. 

On being reminded, that we are in a desir- 
able state when sensible of our own imper- 
fections, she replied: "O! that is comforting. 
Try to strengthen me." And after a pause, 
she said : " Thou must pray for me." 
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Toivards morning she spoke of feeling 
very comfortable, and of haying often dar- 
ing her illness thought of what her sister 
Deborah had expressed, when she men- 
tioned feeling as if showers of heavenly 
dew were descending upon her. 

On the Slst, she called her own sister 
to her, and inquired if she had any thing 
particular to say ; for at that time she felt 
perfectly clear, but apprehended she might 
' not do so long. 

Her sister then said a few words; and 
Hannah in a very impressive manner, assur- 
ed her of the earnest desire she felt for 
her, that she might come to be sanctified, 
purified, and obtain salvation. — ^And after 
a pause she said : The question was put, 
^what shall I do to be saved;' and the 
answer was: ^Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' " 

G 6 
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Soon after she remarked, she had of late 
btcome so sensible of her own exceeding 
sinfulness, that she felt, in an increased 
degree, the necessity of something to depend 
upon for salvation. She then again urged 
the necessity there is of seeking to be sane* 
tified and purified. 

On the evening of the SSnd, after speak- 
ing to her husband of the state of willing*- 
ness she was brought into, to give up all 
that was required of her, she said s " I have 
had some delightful feelings. I have ex* 
perienced perfect happiness ; yes, . such 
happiness as is the reward of obedience: 
and if there were no other reward, such 
feelings, even in this life, would be well 
worth being obedient for."— 'At another time 
she said : I have made many resolutions ; 
which, if I recover, I intend to put into 
practice: they chiefly relate to what I 
formerly bonsidered small matters*" Then 
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recurring to ^hat her sister Deborah had 
said respecting the necessity of attending to 
the Light of Christ, she added : Attend to 
little things^ Bring all to the Light that 
makes manifest ; and then all is clear. But 
should I recover, and then fall short; sad, 
sad indeed^ ^ould be the consequence!" 

i 

She soon after remarked, that she highly 
approved of the practice of having the ser- 
vants called into the room after breakfast, 
to be present whilst the Scriptures were 
read ; and added : "Not only the servants, 
but every one else who may happen to be 
in the house and is willing to come." 

On the morning of the S3rd more alarm* 
ing symptoms appeared; and feeling worse, 
she said : " Should my life be required, 
I offer it up freely ;" and afterwards suppli- 
cated thus : " Thou knowest, O Lord ! that I 
love Thee. O I save me, I pray Thee ; and 
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all those vhom I love." With more which 
was not distinctly heard. 

Though no immediate danger was ap- 
prehended till towards evening, she several 
times expressed a decided belief that she 
should die. — In the course of the day she 
had some delirium ; about five o'clock she 
lost the power of speech; and about half 
past six she quietly ceased to breathe : aged 
thirty-one years and three quarters. 

Thus it pleased Him whom she desired 
to serve, and to the sanctifying influence 
of whose Holy Spirit she had yielded her 
will and affections, to cut short the work 
in righteousness ; and there is good ground 
to believe, in removing, her from this state 
of existence, to grant her an admission to 
one of endless blessedness, in the company of 
all those who have known their robes to 
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be crashed and made white in the blood' 
of the Lamb. 

Her remains were interred beside those 
of her sister Deborah, in Friends' burial 
ground in York, on the 30th of the 13th 
month, 1827. 



JAMES AND DEBORAH BACKHOUSE. 

James Backhouse, of York, son of 
James and Mary Backhouse, of Darlington, 
born the 8th of the 7th month, 1794; (see 
pages 127 and 131) married Deborah Lowe, 
born the 29th of the 8th month, 1793 ; daugh- 
ter of Richard and Elisabeth Lowe^ of Wor- 
cester, on the 5th of the 11th month, 1822. 
She died on the 10th of the 11th month, 
1827. (See account of her.) They had three 
children, viz. 
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Elizabeth, born the 4th of the 8th month^ 
1823. 

James, bom the S2nd of the 10th month, 
1825. 

Mary, born the 18th of the 7th month, 
1827, died 23th of 8th month, 1827. 



DEBORAH BACKHOUSE. 

Deborah Backhouse was the daugh> 
ter of Richard and Elisabeth Lowe, of 
Worcester ; (see Appendix ;) and was born 
the 29th of the 8th month, 1793. She lost 
her father when between two and three years 
of age; but the pious care of her mother 
to train up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, greatly made up to 
them the loss which they had sustained, by 
the removal of a parent sincerely concerned 
for their spiritual and temporal welfare* 
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In her early years, Deborah exhibited a 
disposition requiring much of the exercise 
of parental restraint; and when further 
advanced in life, she often expressed the 
deep sense she had, for the blessing which 
her mother's watchfulness had proved to 
her. 

In the early part of the year 1818, Deborah 
Lowe had an attack of illness, which con- 
fined her to her chamber for several months ; 
and from which her recovery seemed for 
some time doubtful. In the course of it, 
she evinced that she was not uninstructed 
in the school of Christ ; and on one occasion 
a hope being expressed that she was recover- 
ing, she sweetly replied, that she had " been 
thinking, that to depart and be with Christ 
would be far better." Many times after het 
recovery, with expressions of thankfulness 
to God, she recurred to the seasons of Divine 
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fayour, which she had been permitted to enjoy 
in the time of her great weakness. 

la the course of the following summer 
she regained her usual health ; and keep- 
ing her attention to the teachings of the 
Spirit of Christ in her own mind, her 
religious experience increased ; and sub- 
mitting patiently to the baptisms of the 
Holy Ghost and of fire, in her own heart, she 
became prepared to labour for the religious 
edification of others. She first' spoke as a 
minister, in a meeting at Tewksbury, when 
on a visit there in the autumn of the year 
1819. Her communications in this line of 
labour were neither frequent nor long, but 
were clear and edifying. 

Elisabeth Lowe several times changed the 
place of her residence, after the decease of 
her husband, for the benefit of her family; 
and for a few of the last years of her life. 
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settled at Tottenham, iu Middlesex. Her 
daughter Deborah continued to live with 
her, till the decease of her beloved parent, 
vrhich was in the year 18S0. After this 
event she resided with her brother-in-law 
and sister, Edward and Anna Carrol, till 
her marriage with James Backhouse, of 
York; which took place in the 11th month, 
1828. 

In the latter part of the next year 1833, 
Deborah Backhouse joined her friend Ann 
Alexander, with the concurrence of their 
monthly meeting, in a religious visit to 
some of the families belonging to their own 
meeting* This was the only visit of the 
kind in which she was ever engaged ; and 
her health became, about that time, more 
delicate, in consequence of a cold which 
greatly affected her chest. From this she 
so far recovered as to accompany her 
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husband to London, in the spring of ISSlf, 
in order to attend the Yearly Meeting. 

In the spring of 1886, she again accom- 
panied her jiusband to London, in order 
to attend the Yearly Meeting. They took 
with them their two children, and spent a 
few weeks with their relations at Totten- 
ham ; where she had a recurrence of bleed- 
ing from the chest. On her recovering a 
little, they returned home; and she regain- 
ed her health in a considerable degree, in 
the course of the ensuing summer. 

The cough which had affected her from 
the latter part of 18S5, continued so as to 
confine her to the house during part of the 
following winter ; but she was in so im* 
proved a state of health, as to get to meetings 
in the spring of 1827 ; and her communi- 
cations in the ministry were, at this time 
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more frequent than had generally been the 
case at any former period. 

The great delicacy of her health, neces- 
sarily secluded her much from the society 
of her friends ; but seldom entirely pre- 
vented her attending to the state of her 
own family. She was a very affectionate 
wife and parent; and was exemplary in 
the management of her children ; in whom 
she was careful to suppress, from the earliest 
periods, the appearances of self-will. She 
was of the judgment, that as soon as 
children could understand, they should be 
taught to distinguish between right and 
wrong; by having their attention directed, 
in a familiar way, to the operation of the 
Holy Spirit upon their own minds, as 
causing them to feel comfortable when 
they do right, and uncomfortable when 
they do wrong: and this she frequently 
endeavoured to impress upon the mind of 
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her daughter, v^ho i¥as but about four 
years of age. 

She was industrious and orderly in the 
management of her household affairs, kind 
in her manners to her servants ; but preserv- 
ed, with firmness, a proper authority over 
them, and endeavoured to promote their 
spiritual as well as temporal welfare. Si\e 
felt much for the poor ; and encouraged 
her servants to be careful not to waste any 
thing that might be useful to them. She 
retired to rest as well as rose early; often 
saying, she had observed things thrown 
much out of proper order, and much time 
lost, by the heads of families sitting up to 
an unseasonable hour, and rising late. 

She was diligent in reading the Holy 
Scriptures : and careful to have them read 
daily, in the presence of her family and 

servants. 
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She was confined, in the seventh month ; 
and for a few weeks after appeared to be 
recovering her strength. Her infant daugh- 
ter died when about five weeks old. And 
her health from this period ceased to im- 
prove; and in a few weeks she evidently 
became weaker, and often intimated an 
apprehension of her continuance being very 
doubtful; but remarked, that however it 
might prove, it was our duty to try suit- 
able means for promoting recovery. With 
this view she accompanied her family to 
Scarborough. 

Whilst at Scarborough she was introduced 
into a very trying baptism of spirit, under 
a sense of the withdrawing of the support- 
ing influence of Him, whom her soul loved ; 
and without whose help she felt it to be 
impossible to be resigned to a separation 
from the nearest ties of life; which she 
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apprehended might be fast approaching. 
She sometimes remarked, that she felt as if 
she could give up to any thing rather than 
to die* In this state she patiently waited 
upon the Lord for strength, to bow to his 
holy will; and He was pleased, after per- 
mitting thb season of deep proving,, to 
enable her cheerfully to adopt the language : 
"Not as I will, but as Thou wilt/' She 
returned home after a few weeks, without 
witnessing any amendment. 

From about the middle of the 11th 
month, she declined more rapidly; and 
towards its close she was so much reduced 
as to be confined to her room; yet while 
her bodily strength was fast wasting, her 
liyeliness of spirit encreased ; and she felt 
additional interest in things around her. 

In the evening of the 3rd, her mind seemed 
sweetly humbled under a sense of her 
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Hearenljr Father's love; and she requested 
her brother-in-law might be called into the 
room. On his coming in and speaking a 
few consoling words, she said, that she felt 
herself to be a poor, weak creature, nothing 
but a poor worm ; and that it was through 
Divine Grace alone, that she had been 
made any way tolerable. She earnestly 
enjoined all around her, to be yery care- 
ful not to say one word — one single word, 
that should possibly attribute any thing to 
her ; and again emphatically said : <^ I am 
nothing at all but a poor worm. I have 
not one scrap of my own — No ! not one 
scrap to trust to. It is of Divine Grace 
and mercy, that I am permitted to feel 
such a portion of inexpressible peace. 
For some time past, I have seemed free 
jfrom condemnation, and have felt comfort 
in having endeavoured to serve the Lord, 
and in doing the little I have been enabled 
to do for the cause pf Truth." 

H 
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She then expressed an earnest desire^ 
that no shade might be brought upon the 
precious cause through her ; adding : ^' Qnt 
Oh ! I am so very poor and unworthy/' 
On being reminded that an apostle ha^ tea- 
tified, that it is — " Not by works of righte* 
ousness that we have done, hut according 
to his mercy He sayed us," &c. i^d a belief 
being expressed, that she would thus be 

accepted in the Beloved," and all would 
redound to the praise of the liord; she 
sweetly assented, and said: Yes! that 
is it. All to the praise and glory of the 
Lord." 

After this, she spoke of the deep concern 
she was under, that her precious children 
might be trained up in the fear of the Lord^ 
and instructed in Divine things — that their 
tender minds migM be closely watched;' 
and every thing withheld from them, which 
might encourage pride or any other wrong 
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disposition. She then Temarked^ that she 
viewed children as a very important 
charge; and that' a great weight of re- 
sponsibility attached to parents, to whom 
they were committed. 

She spoke much of the necessity of keep- 
ing to the simplicity of Truth, in lefexence 
to dress and what may be termed little 
things, saying: ^^I have seen and found 
^ that nothing else will do* If the cause of 
Tmth be supported, it must be done in the 
simplicity She said, she longed that if her 
dear children should live to grow up, they 
might be made as lights in the world ;-^that 
she had never desired much of this world's 
goods for them; but only a sufficiency to 
live in a plain way ; — ^that she even dreaded 
the idea of riches, knowing they were often 
a great snare and temptation. She then 
committed her children and her dear 
partner, to the care and keeping of the 

H 2 
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Lord-; expressing her belief, that they would 
be cared for every way. 

She afterwards passed a pretty comfortp 
able night ; but on the morning of the 4th 
appeared to be very faint, and thought she 
might be going. After a short time she 
revived ; and one of her husband's sisters 
coming in, she spoke to her in a very in- 
atrnctive a&d impressive manner ; and, in the 
course of the . day, she saw all the rest of the 
ftmily, ' except another of her husband's 
stslers who wsis from home, imparting 
excellent counsel, instruction, aqd w^^rning 
adapted to their different states; endeavour- 
iBgv in a particular maiii!ier, to imi>ress 
upon them the importance of an attention 
to the Light, or manifestation of the Spirit , 
of Christ, in ^eir own minds y which would 
very clearly direct them in all things ; and, 
if obeyed, produce that peace which passeth 
all hiiman understanding. 
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To Iier sister-in-law Hannah Backhouse, 
she said: ^^I do not seem to hare much 
npon my mind to say to thee: knowledge 
has not been wanting; thou hast seen and 
felt what the Lord requires of thee." ^le 
however extended encouragment to .her> 
to press forward in the path -of dedication 
with increased diligence ; uiging, that an 
implicit obedience in one little thing after 
another, as manifested to be our duty by 
the Light in our own hearts, is the only 
way to make spiritual progress; and adding: 
^ Delays are dangerous. There is no time 
to spare." 

She afterwards extended snitable ieulviee 
to the young woman who bad the care of 
ber children ; reminding her of the 
sity of a daily attention, to the dictates 
of the Spirit 6f Truth in her own heart, 
us the only means of preparation for rig^htly 
doing her part, in watching over and in- 

up 
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structing them. After this she had her 
children brought in, kissed them, and 
took an affectionate leave of them; 
calmly enquiring of the elder, if she knew 
that her dear mother was going to leave 
her ; and expressing a hope, that she would 
be a good girl, and mind what her dear 
father said; and then she would be very 
comfortable and happy. She then^ in ah 
affecting manner, commended them to Divine 
protection and regard; and to the care of 
those with whom they were left. 

She mentioned, with humble gratitude^ 
the care of her own dear mother ; and how 
remarkably it had been blessed to all her 
family, and had been a means of great , pre* 
serration to herself; she having had strong 
tBclinations towards many things of a wrong 
tendency, which would have led her from 
the Truth : adding, that she considered the 
care, counsel, and restraint of her dear 
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parent, had been an unspeakable favour to 
her, and a great help in turning her to the 
right way. She appealed to her sisters, who 
stood by, saying : My precious sisters can, 
I know, add their testimony to her excel- 
lent example, watchful concern, and prayers 
on our behalf ; and that she desired for us 
heavenly riches, far before any thing of a 
worldly nature:*' with more of the same 
tendency. 

She made thankful acknowledgement to 
her gracious Lord, for his goodness, mercy, 
and love so variously manifested; saying, 
it was all of his rich, immerited mercy ; 
and that she had nothing good of herself: 
<<Nol nothing at alL-^Ail is of thy good- 
ness, O Lord! and what shall I render 
unto Thee for all thy benefits! Unto Thee 
is all the praise and the glory.** 

On the 5thf the dear invalid had con- 
H 4 
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•iderftble fever in the night and forenoon, 
but appeared perfectly clear ; and her coun- 
tenance looked very placid and serene. Shb 
remarked in the morning : I am still 
Iiei« and expressed a desire that patience 
might be granted her, to wait tl^ season 
of release ; which she longed for in the 
right time; querying how long it was 
thought the poor tabernacle was likely to 
hold out. 

5ih day, the 6th. She was, at times, greatly 
tried with restlessness and uneasiness, from 
pain and oppression. In the evening she 
had a violent attack of spasm, which occa- 
sioned great suffering ; and which, for a 
time, it seemed doubtfiil her surviving : 
the pain, however, gradually subsided ; and 
she afterwards passed a pretty quiet night. 

On the 7th, she appeared increasingly 
sinking, and towards the middle of the 
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day was very £unt ; and she thas petition- 
ed : O Lord ! take me> if it be thy 
Uessed will." About four o'clock in the 
^afternoon she had another spasm; whidi 
was very afflicting to her, and > which it 
seraied scarcely likely she coidd sunnotuit : 
but it was the will of her Heavenly Father 
to continue her a little longer. When the 
apasm was gone oflf, she still had grea( pain 
and uneasiness, but after awhile she seepied 
more easy, and uttered this petition : O9 
gracious Father ! wilt Thou be . pleased 
to take such a poor unworthy creature to 
Thyself!" 

She slept little during the night of the 8th ; 
but had much interesting conversation with 
her husband, respecting the prospect before 
them; mentioning, amongst other things, 
that she could scarcely have believed it 
possible, that a separation from him and 
their dear children, could have been made 

u 6 
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80 easy to ber as it then felt ; and that there 
was now no object for which she wished 
to remain. Towaids mornitigy her mind 
seemed to be mueb raised to the kingdom 
of heaven ; and she mentioned having beheld 
a glorious company ; and expressed a doubt 
its being i^ht for her to disclose all 
she saw ; but intimated, that purity and 
simplicity were impressed as the pattern of 
heaymly things* 

Often in the course of her remaining 
days, impressions were made upon her 
mind in the form of visions, which she 
sometimes described before she was aware 
of their bearing; but xematked that they 
weie no doubt intended for our instruc« 
tion« 

First day mornings the 9th^ between four 
and five o'clock, she wished to have her 
bvother and sisters called,, apprehending the 
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time of her departure "was at hand. On 
their coming into the room^ she embraced 
them affectionately, saying : " I know you 
all yery well, and wished to see you again 
whilst I could speak; for I apprehend the 
time will now be very short." She then 
requested them with her husband, to sit 
down round the bed and be still. 

In about an hour after, she exclaimed : 
^^ Whatl am I in the body still? I thought 
I had been gone ; and it seems like coming 
to life again !" And she once more expressed 
her belief, that something held her, and that 
she could not go yet; but perhaps might 
stay even some days longer. During most of 
the day and till midnight, she seemed as 
if on the confines of eternal glory ; and her 
hands and eyes were frequently raised in 
an attitude of adoration. 

At one time, she said : O I what glori* 
H 6 
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ous things I see! Tirbat glorious things! I 
see angels endeavouring to lift up very great 
gates; but they cannot raise them yet* 
And below, there is a little bark to convey 
me over the great gulf! O, how glori- 
ous ! Is it possible ! all this for me ! for 
poor, unworthy me! Marvellous! Marvd*- 
Ions !" Soon after : " They try to heave the 
massy bar ; but I cannot enter yet." 

It is probable that this figure was borrow* 
ed from Young. 



Strong death alone can heave the massy bar ^ 
This gross impediment of clay remove, 
And make us embryos of existence free.** 

Towards evening she said : " I see the 
little bark again. Now it is waiting for 
me; but there are a few prickles for the 
Sesh in descending to it : but I trust, 
through the power of Divine Grace, they 
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will be tf odden down like the mown 
grass." 

Having taken nothing for several honrsj 
she was asked by one of her sisters to take 
a tea-spoonful of toast-water, when she 
sweetly replied : " No ; my love 1 My month 
does not feel dry ; neither am I faint. My 
soul has been refreshed with showers of 
heavenly dew, which have descended around 
me; and I have also felt them refresh 
this poor tabernacle so much^ that I want 
nothing more; and I wished you could 
all have been refreshed as I was." 

She then expressed her belief, that she 
should be sustained to the end ; for she was 
sensible of an Arm underneath, not only 
supporting her spirit but her poor body also." 
Awhile after, she said: "The enemy has 
been very near. I saw him, and he shot 
at me three times ; but he saw that the 
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arms of God were underneath, and that the 
work was finished or nearly finished." 

Some time after this, several of her rela- 
tions, and a few other friends coming in, 
a solemn silence ensued ; which she broke 
by the following expressions, in an audible 
voice : " Surely I believe that the everlast* 
ing arms of God, through Jesus Christ my 
Saviour, are stretched forth to receive me. 
I feel the showers of heavenly love falling 
around us. What can be comparable to this ! 
Oh, inexpressible! inexpressible!" Then, 
after a short pause : "I already behold 
golden harps laid up for you, my precious 
company; I do not know but without an 
exception ; first to be attuned here on earth, 
and then for ever in the heavenly kingdom, 
in the Lord's appointed time." 

After another pause, she said : " I have 
a clear view of the outwsurd sufierings of 
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our blessed and holy Rbdeemer ; I see the 
" bleeding cross," * and the mangled body ; t 
yes ! the mangled limbs : j: O, let me adore ! 
All this for poor, fallen, lost man, that he 
may be saved." Another 'friend coming in, 
silence again ensued ; and after awhile she 
said, that the view of the outward sufferings 
had a, little returned, but was withdrawn; 
and her mind turned to the inward work of 
Christ, which was a great and necessary 
work. She then spoke of the importance 
of faithfulness ; repeating : Nothing else 
will do — I hope the words will go to those 
for whom they are intended." 

Soon after she supplicated thus: — 
" Now, Holy Father ! if the work be fully 
finished, be pleased to take me to Thyself ; 



* TlHs ezpressloo is borrowed from a hymn eDtitled, It 
is good to be here;" by Newton, the 56th in the Olncy 
Collection. + John six. 1, 2, S4.— xx. «0. 

X Psahn xxU. Luke zziv. 40. John xix. 54, 17. xx. 90, 
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—if 4hat be fullj finished which Thou hast 
given me to do." 

Being requested to take a little water, 
and finding great difficulty in swallowing 
it, she said with a sweet and animated 
countenance : I shall soon be led to liying 
fountains of water, where I shall drink ever- 
lastingly without fear of difficulty," 

After this she was brought under cou'- 
siderable exercise of mind; and expressed, 
a belief that it was right for her to wait in 
the Light, to discover the cause. After 
a short time she said, there were some little 
things in her own house and family which 
were not enough in the simplicity that Truth 
requires; which, had she been sufficiently 
attentive to the Light, would not have been 
given way to^. She appeared closely to 
scrutinize every little thing; and again tes* 
tified, that if the Light were attended to, it 
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would show clearly what was or was not 
in conformity to the Divine will. She ac- 
knowledged, in an humble, affecting manner, 
her regret at not having been more faithful 
in these things, saying : Yes, Lord 1 I see ; 
and if I had paid more attention to the 
Light, I should have seen long since; and 
i do most sincerely repent, and implore 
thy forgiveness.'^ 

Some time after, she remarked to her hus- 
band, that though a little shade had been 
permitted, it was all withdrawn ; ahd - that 
she again felt the showers of heavenly, love 
descending as before ; and said, that it was 
no wonder that she should seem unable to 
enter a state of blessedness, whilst that 
remained to be done. 

In the course of the night she said, she 
fdit that all wisdom and knowledge were 
nearly departing from her ; and .supplicated 
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thus : " O, gracious Father ! be Thou 
pleased to help me in this trying hour; 
and be near to support, and preserve tne 
from bringing any shade upon thy holy 
Truth adding soon after : " I believe Thou 
wilt not leave me nor forsake me unto 
the end." 

During the night, she seemed, at times, 
unable to collect her ideas, in conveying 
what she wished; but remarks made, even 
under these circumstances, were fraught with 
instruction; and gave abundant evidence 
where her mind and hopes were fcetitred. 

Toward the morning of the 10th, she 
again became perfectly clear; and spoke 
of several circumstances connected with her 
own situation. She also made allusion to 
the language of the apostle John : Greater 
is He that is in you, than he that is in 
the world refering also to that passage 
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of Scripture : the Seed of the ivoman shall 
braise the serpent's head and remarkingi 
that the enemy had been permitted to buffet 
her almost to the end. She then petitioned 
that the promises might be fulfilled to her ; 
and afterwards expressed a belief, that they 
would be fulfilled ; both in her own expe- 
rience, and in the experience of all those 
who trusted in the Lord with all the hedrt. 

Soon after this she appeared sensible that 
the enemy had no more power to assail 
her ; and exclaimed with a delighted coun- 
tenance ' See, the coward quits the field/ 
O ! joy ! joy ! — I shake for joy !" Then 
stretching forth her hand to one of her 
husband's sisters who stood by her, she 
said : O, my dear sister 1 help me to 
praise the Lord; for He has given me the 
victory over death, hell, and the gravel" 
And during the remaining time of her 
continuance in this state of existence, it 
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appeared as if all was joy and peace ; not 
interrupted even by bodily suffering. 

The whole of this day she was sweetly 
cheerful, and said she quite enjoyed the 
company of her relations ; and when aske^ 
if she had any pain, she replied, she had 
nothing warth calling pain. She took 
freely, little portions of drink that were 
offered her ; but scarcely an hour passed 
without her making some reference to her 
change, feeling assured that it was near ; 
and remarking, she did not wish to stay, 
even in that comfortable state; that she 
was nearly ready for her liarrow bed, and 
would not need any attention much longer. 

In the afternoon she laid very quietly, 
conversing now and then a little; and 
circulation appeared to be gently retiring 
from the extremities. Between five and six 
«'clock, when so weak that articulation was 
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difficult, she bore a last testimony to ber 
love for the blessed cause of Truth; after 
which, inquiring what time it was, and being 
told it was six o'clock, she emphatically 
said : " In two hours the end will be come.** 
Soon aft;erwards she seemed to fall into a 
slumber, from which she did not arouse; 
but gradually became weaker, till about a 
quarter past seven o'clock, when she ceased 
to breathe; and her redeemed and liberated 
spirit ascended, no doubt, to the place pre- 
pared for it, in that glorious kingdom, of 
the joys of which she had been permitted 
such a precious foretaste; there to unite 
with the general , assembly and Church of 
the First-born, in songs of eyerlasting praise, 
to the Lord God and the Lamb. 

Her remains were interred in Friends' 
Imrial-ground, in York, on the 16th of 
the 12th month, after a large and solemn 
meeliiig. 
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RICHARD JANSON. 

Richard Janson was the second son 
of William and Mary Janson, of TottmhaiB 
in Middlesex; his father was descended 
from Thomas and Ann Hedley, (See Appen* 
dix page 4,) and his mother was the dangh* 
ter of Andrew and Mary HilL (See Appendix 
page 90.) Richard Janson was bom in 
Whitechapel, London, on the 18th of the 4th 
month, 1799 : he married Mary Backhouse, 
daughter of James and Mary Backhouse 
of Darlington, (See page 131,) on the 20th 
of the 9th month, 18S8. She died on the 18th 
of the ISth month, 18S4, aged twenty *eight 
years and a half. And on the 1st of the 1st 
month, 1828, he married Anne Foster, daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Sarah Foster, of Bromley, 
Middlesex ; whom he left a widow with one 
son named Richard : he died at Tottenham, 
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on the 18th of the 7th month, 1890, aged 
Airty-two years. 

Richard Janson was of a very lively dis- 
position, which became chastened by religi- 
ons conviction soon after he attained his 
fifteenth year. At this time he was apprentice 
to John T. Shewell of Ipswich; and his 
principle correspondent was his elder bro- 
ther, Edmund Janson; from his letters to 
whom the following extracts are made. 

Ut motUh SUtj 1816. 

"Good when He gives, supremely good; 
Nor less when He denies : 
E'en crosses from his sov'reign hand, 
Are blessings in disguise." 

How happy, my dear brother, should we 
be ; if we could turn every troublesome cir- 
cumstance to our own spiritual advantage, 
and esteem such as favours from the Divine 
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Hand. If after haying given ourselves up 
to serve the Lord, we were not to meet 
with them, satisfaction and self-love would 
so predominate, that in time we should be 
entirely ruined without Divine interposi- 
tion. They are sent in order to try our 
faith and patience, and to show us how 
incapable- we are of ourselves to do any 
good thing, thereby teaching us humility, and 
sole dependence upon Him, who is able at 
any time to relieve our wants. From my own 
small experience, I know they preserve us 
in a state of watchfulness, to which it ought 
to be our earnest endeavour to attain. 



3rd month ethj 1815. 
. I sincerely hope, my dear brother, that 
we may all be concerned to walk in the 
path of true holiness. What unspeakable 
pleasure does it not afford! What peace 



Digitized by 



BICHABD JAN80K. 19S 

of mind and contentment to those i¥bo 
f^alk in it! Peace which the world ^» can 
neither give nor take away! Let us all 
endeavour to make a good use of our time ; 
and, ^ since we are not sure of a minute, 
let us not throw away an hour/ I was 
particularly struck with a sentiment in a 
book I am now reading : ^ Those who employ 
time to its best purposes, secure eternity 
for its best enjoyments.* — This is a subject 
worthy our most serious consideration ; but 
alas! how little do we prize what we are 
favoured to possess. We complain of life 
being short ; but do we employ as we ought 
what is set before us? nay further, do we 
not waste a considerable part of it? 

Srd month ISth, 1816. 
In endeavouring to keep in mind the in- 
junction of abstaining from all appearancfe 
of evil, I think we ought to choose those 
bpoks which least tend to lower the tone 

I 
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of Christian morals. Now, in Caesar for 
instaace, reading of wars and warlike actions,, 
is likely to excite in the minds of young 
persons especially, a degree of that spirit 
which is directly opposite to what a Chris- 
tian spirit inculcates. If we remove the 
cohering of false glory, which conceals 
the horror and misery of war, we shall see 
nothing but depopulated countries, imd 
rained cities; whilst the cries of widows 
and orphans, would kindle in our hearts 
a detestation of that diabolical spirit which 
inflames the minds of men, and is the same 
that wrought in Cain to the murder of his 
brother AbelE 

SihmonthjSUi, 181& 

How inherent it is in fallen nature, to for- 
get the many preservations we continually 
experience ; and how heedless we are of the 
slight threads by which our life is held ! How 
consoling it is to reflect, that there is One 
who is omnipresent, who careth for us ! 
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Indeed nrhen I sometimes look back and 
consider what I hare felt^ and how this 
feeling has governed my actions, and been 
a restraint upon my thoughts, I am ready to 
fear I am imperceptibly losing ground in 
the Christian race ; yet I sincerely desire at 
times to look unto Him, whose strength is 
made perfect in weakness ; and who heareth 
the cry of the needy ones. 

From giving way to an undue fear as to 
the propriety of a person young in religi- 
ous experience, as he esteemed himself to 
be, expressing his sentiments on religious 
subjects, with the freedom he had at first 
done in his correspondence with his brother, 
Richard Janson greatly suppressed com- 
munication of this sort during the latter 
part of the time he spent at Ipswich ; and 
afterwards settling at Tottenham where bis 
brother resided, he had the opportunity of 

I 2 
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verbally communicating his thoughts on 
these important subjects, in which he 
continued to feel a lively interest. — In his 
correspondence with other individuals, he 
always received with deference and open- 
ness any serious observations; yet from 
diffidence he was very sparing in his re- 
plies, fearing he should convey a stronger 
impression of his^ religious feelings than His 
actual experience warranted. 

He was seized with an affection of the 
chest, in the latter part of the year 1829, 
which terminated in pulmonary consump- 
tion. — He spoke at one time of having 
passed through great exercise of mind in 
the early part of his illness ; and in a letter 
to a friend, he says : Though my present 
fecllings of illness are at times very trying, 
I do, I trust, endeavour to believe that 
all has been sent in mercy ; and when during 
some periods of it, I have perhaps been 
made more fully sensible than heretofore 
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of the extreme wretchednessr-of the despe- 
rate depravity of the heart by nature, I 
have then indeed felt how utterly unworthy 
I was of my many and great mercies ; and 
could adopt the language : ^ Surely goodness 
and mercy have followed me all the days 
of my life!' " He then alluded to the poem 
by Jane Taylor, in her "Essays in Rhyme/' 
entitled: "The World in the Heart," ai^i 
concluded by saying : " How soon do these 
feelings die away, and we again feel that the 
bars of the earth compass us about." 

He was a very a£fectionate husband and 
parent ; yet he was favoured to look forward 
to a separation from his family with quiet 
resignation to the Divine will : and though he 
had been much engaged in business for some 
years ; yet from the first attack of his last 
illness he exhibited no interest in it, his mind 
appearing to be chiefly occupied with subjects 
of higher moment ; though he seldom made 
any remarks on them« i 3 
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He continued to take much pleasure in 
his garden, which had always been a favour- 
ite source of relaxation to him, till within 
a few days of his decease ; but whibt busy 
in it, he appeared to be often meditating 
on the hastening of the day of his dissolu- 
tion ; and remarked how surprising it was to 
himself, that he should still feel an interest in 
it, when he knew he so soon must leave it. 

The day before his decease he seemed 
weaker than usual, but appeared very tran- 
quil, and retired to bed about his usual time. 
In the night he was seized with a violent 
coughing fit, which left him greatly ex- 
hausted; and he quietly expired early in 
the following morning. 

Richard and Mary J anson had one child, viz. 
Mart Jane, born the 9th of 3rd month, 1824. 



Digitized by 



MABY JAN80N. 



199 



MARY JANSON. 

Mary Janson was the second daughter 
of James and Mary Backhouse, of DarliBg*- 
ton ; at which place she was born on the 
13th of the 3rd month, 1796. (See pages 
127 and 131.) She was favoured, with 
her brothers and sisters, to partake of 
the benefits of a guarded and relijgious 
education ; and this there is ground to be- 
lieve was, through the Divine blessing, 
instrumental, in leading her in early life to 
seek w interest in Christ. 

Her manners were mild and gentle ; and 
by having her mind brought under the 
discipline of Divine Grace, her disposition 
which was naturally sweet, was rendered 
truly amiable. 

In 1817 she removed to York, along with 
her mother and some other parts of ibe 

I 4 
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family ; and continued to reside there till 
her marriage to Richard Janson of Tot- 
tenham, which took place in the year 

In the spring of 1884, after the birth 
of her daughter, her health, which had 
before been delicate, began to decline. — 
She was however, able to pay a visit to 
her relations in York, in the summer of 
that year; yet so uncertain did she ap- 
prehend the continuance of her life to be, 
that she considered it most probable she 
should not live to return to her own home 
again; but spoke of the little importance 
which it appeared in her view to be, when 
or where persons might be removed from this 
state of existence, if but rightly prepared 
to die. 

She returned to Tottenham in the 9th 
month; but continuing very unwell, and 
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thinking change of air might affard a little 
relief, she went to Tunbridge Wells, accom- 
panied by her husband and sister Ana 
Dorothy Backhouse, in the 11th month ; and 
they were joined by her mother, and one of 
her brothers, on the 10th of the 13th month. 

She Yfas much pleased to see her mother, 
though at first greatly aflfected; and in 
the evening, after she had retired to rest, 
she desired her mother to sit down by her 
bed side, and said : I am a poor weak 
creature, and my mind seems incapable of 
deep thought : but on looking back, I feel 
nothing like condemnation. I often re- 
member those expressions of my dear 
sister Jane, feeling that I can adopt them 
myself : I am sometimes led to wish for 
a clearer evidence of acceptance; but on* 
reflecting more on the subject, I feel such 
a peaceful calm, that I think it would be 
wrong to doubt." — She then observed : ^ I 

I 5 
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have frequently remembered the words used 
by William- Rickman, in the family ytsit 
he lately paid us : ^ Mercy corers the judg-' 
ment'seaty even to a hair's breadth.' I 
haye found it so. — I am much pleased to see 
thee my dear mother ; and it is a relief t» 
my mind to talk to thee/' 

During the following weekjr she became 
evidently weaker ; but mostly rode out in a 
carriage every day; and appeared to enjoy 
the scenes around her. 

She was very patient and grateful for all 
the attentions paid to her; and frequently 
expressed her thankfulness, that she was so 
situated that nothing was wanting for her 
accommodation and relief, which a kind and 
•affectionate husband could procure. 

In a lettter to a dear friend, written nol 
many weeks before heridecease, she remarked 
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of her health ; adding : I often desire my 
affections may not be too much engrossed 
by the things of this life ; not even by il» 
nearest ties thus evincing that her spirit 
was secretly preparing, through the ope- 
ration of Redeeming love, for an entrance 
into that place of rest and peace, where, 
affliction and danger can never more' assail. 

On 6th day evening the 17th, her in*- 
creased debility became strikingly apparent^ 
She retired at an earlier hour than usual, 
in consequence of greater indisposition^ 
but on getting to bed, felt herself much 
relieved, and conversed cheferfuUy^ 

She desired het dear baby, then about 
nine months old, might be brought in, and 
set upon the bed by her. — She looked 
sweetly at it, and kissing it, bade it farewell 
in an affectionate and impressive manner^ 
I 6 



Digitized by 



MART JAN80N. 



Her cough which had been troublesome 
most of the day, continued so, but she slept 
quietly much of the night; about five 
o'clock in the morning she awoke, with a 
severe return of the complaint she had 
before been afiected with, which weakened 
her rapidly. — She said to her husband : 
^^Dost thou think I can get over this 
attack?" On his replying, that he hoped- 
so ; she said : I know that all things are 
possible with the Almighty; but, F do not 
expect it." Upon seeing him much affected, 
she said : Do not grieve, for I cannot bear 
to see thee distressed." 

A few hours afterwards she requested 
her sister Ann Dorothy to bring the Bible ; 
and on being asked if she wished any par- 
ticular part to be read, she replied: "The- 
crucifixion." The 15th chapter of Mark 
was accordingly read. During the time 
she clasped her hands, and appeared to 
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be engaged in mental supplication. Her 
countenance was remarkably composed, and 
expressive of great sweetness. 

After this she spoke but little; yet re- 
mained sensible till within a few minutes of 
dissolution : and about two o'clock in the 
afternoon, her purified spirit was freed from 
its frail tenement, without sigh or struggle. 

A sweet and solemn feeling covered the 
minds of her relations who were present 
at the closing scene, amidst their deep 
sorrow for the loss of one so truly dear. 

Her remains were removed to Tottenham 
on the 20th, and interred in Friends' burial 
ground there on the 26th of the 12th month, 
1821 ; after a solemn meeting ;^ in which and 
at the grave-side, many instructive and 
consoling testimonies were borne. 
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JOSEPH AND MARY ANKE BACKHOUSEi 

JosjsPH Backhouse, of York, son of 
James and Mary Backhouse, of Darlington, 
(See pages 127 and 131,) bom the 19th of 
the 5th month, 1798; married Mary Anne 
Holmes, (bom the S5th of the 10th m<mth, 
1791,) daughter of John and Mary Holmes, 
of Tivetshall-Hall, Norfolk, on the Slst of 
the 4th month, 1835. 

They have had two children, viz. 

Maby Matilda, born at York, the 15th 
of the 9nd month, 18S6, died at TivetshalN 
Hall, on the 93rd of the 6th month, 1898. 

Jane Eliza, born the 19th of the 9th 
month, 1897. 
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ANN DOROTHY BACKHOUSE. 

Ann Dorothy Backhouse, was the 
youngest daughter of James and Mary 
BBckhouse, and was born at Darlington on 
the 13th of the 5th month, 1805. (See pages 
127 and 132.) Her father died some months 
before her birth ; the care of her education 
consequently devolved upon her mother; 
whose pious example and counsel appear to 
have been made instrumental in leading her 
to attend from her childhood, to the restrain-* 
ing influence of Divine Grace, as manifested 
in the secret of her own heart. 

She was of an affectionate and lively dis* 
position ; and though she was not a stranger 
to those exercises of mind which attend the 
progress of a work of regeneration; yet, 
being preserved in much innocency, she was 
prepared to derive enjoyment in no common 
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degree, from such of the things of time as 
she did not feel herself restrained from by 
her Heavenly Guide. * 

tn the latter part of the summer of 182S, 
she went to Tottenham, to pay a visit to her 
sister^ Mary Janson; she remained there 
some months, during which, the following 
memorandums were written. 

" 1824. Again we enter on another year, 
and may I not add : ' But know not what 
its period may bring forth ;* who can say 
whether life will be prolonged to me for 
another twelve months ? Do I Aoi see many 
removed around me ? Why then should I 
think such a poor creature as I, should be 
spared? How apt we are to make good 
resolutions 1 How many did I form at the 
commencement of 1823 ! Alas, how few have 
been kept, to ! I sometimes hope that within 
the last year there may have been improve- 
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ment, though I am a^are it is very small. 
How many blessings do I enjoy over many 
others, who are as worthy, perhaps more so ! 
and how thankful ought I to be to the Great 
Giver for them all ! O, dearest Father ! 
grant that I may endeavour more and more 
fo serve Thee, and to do thy will ; and O ! 
teach me to pray unto Thee, in a way that 
Thou lovest; and let me see more clearly 
the iniquity and hardness of my heart. 

* O Thou! by whom we come to God; 

The Life, the Truth, the Way : 
The path of prayer Thyself hath trod ; 
Lord ! teach me how to pray/ 

90th of the 1st month. O ! that 1 may 
more and more endeavour to make the Lord 
my portion, and the God of Jacob the lot 
of mine inheritance ! and, dearest Father ! 
grant that I may be fully convinced of my 
utter unworthiness, so that I may place 
myself entirely upon Thee. Be Thou my 
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Guide, my Rock, mj Strength. Set a watch, 
O Lord ! before my mouth ; keep the door 
of my lips ; guide me, that my feet may not 
slip in the slippery path of youth.'' 

<^ 9th of the 3rd month. Teach us to be 
sufficiently thankful for all thy favours ; for 
O, how bounteous Thou artl Permit me 
who am a poor sinful child, to thank Thee 
for the fayour Thou hast this day bestowed, 
in the safety of my dearest sister [in allusion 
to her sister Mary Janson's confinement.] 

O ! enable me more fully to put my trust 
in Thee; make me to tread with a firmer 
step in the path of virtue ; and O ! upon the 
new bom babe, grant all a fond aunt, and 
still fonder parents can wish, that it may be 
a comfort to them through life. And if I, 
who am but a worm in thy sight, may call 
Thee Father; teach me how to pray; to 
stay my thoughts on Thee — Thee only to 
adore*" 
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" 28/A of the 3rd month. If I could but 
be firm and give myself up wholly to His 
guidance, happy should I be, but my heart 
is still hard." 

She returned to York, which for some 
years had been the place of residence of 
her mother and family, in the^ 6tb month ; 
but went again to Tottenham in the 9th 
month, on account of the increased delicacy 
of her sister, whose health continuing to 
decline, Ann Dorothy's spirits were often 
much depressed in the prospect of losing 
one so tenderly beloved; and under the 
influence of such feelings^ the following 
memorandums were written. 

28th of the lOth month. O, what a 
favour it must be to feel the mind so stayed 
upon the great and good Shepherd, that 
whatever trials may be permitted, our whole 
dependence and trust may be placed upon 
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Him for support ! I wish this were my case ; 
but alas ! alas ! I fear I am very . far from 
such a sweet dependence. I feel so un- 
worthy of every favour, that I dare not hope 
for help. At times a gleam of hope seems to 
arise, and whispers comfort and amendment ; 
but how soon it fades away ! and I am again 
left to the most dismal forebodings. Oh I 
if I might but feel a trust in Him, who has 
said : " To them that have no might, I wiH 
increase their strength how happy should 
I be ! and O, that I may more endeavour to 
obtain it! then indeed, and not till then, 
hard things would be made easy, and bitter 
things sweet. 

" lOth of the 11th month. Felt something 
of a sweet calm and stillness during some 
part of the meeting, which was inexpressibly 
sweet. I do not recollect to have had sudh 
delightful feelings before; and I was led 
earnestly to desire that the effects of this 
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meeting might remain as bread upon the 
waters, seen after many days." 

« 25th. O, dearest Father ! if it be thy 
good pleasure, restore, I beseech Thee, my 
beloved sister to us ; but in all things grant 
that thy sustaining hand may bear us up ; 
that whether in life or in death, we may be 
enabled to bow before Thee in humble 
reverence, and to say : " Thy will be done." 
O ! give me more humility, and stronger 
desires after everlasting good." 

The death of her sister, which took place 
on the 18th of the 12th month, 1821, proved 
to her a very severe trial. 

In alluding to this solemn event, she 
remarks : " Surely it was the Arm of Divine 
mercy, which was graciously extended for 
our support, when she, who was truly the* 
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delight of our eyes, vrss remoTed from us : 
to his Name alone be glory and praise/* 

And in recurring to another trial after her 
return home, she thus expresses herself. 

« 23rd of the 10th month. Surely such 
bereayements must tend to draw our minds 
from earth; but mine is so deceitful, so 
prone to carelessness, that it too oflen forgets 
these monitions, and sinks into the former 
state of supineness. Although at times I feel 
au' increasing desire after righteousness ; yet, 
I have much cause to bemoan my want of 
giving up all to the will and working of the 
good Spirit; which, I fear, often pleads in 
vain with my rebellious heart.*' 

At the commencement of 1826, she writes 
thus : 

*'Ti8 past, another year for ever gone, 
Proclaims the end of all, with awful voice; 
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It calls the soul to thought: awhile she strays 
From present scenes, and wanders o*er the past; 
Or darting forward strives to pierce the veil. 
Which hides from mortal eyes the time to cotaie.* 

What numerous events have marked the 
past year ! To me, indeed, it has been one 
of much importance. I have sorrowed over 
the tombs of a much beloved sister and 
friend. One called after a lingering illness ; 
the other cut off in a twinkling of an eye ! 
O, how awful are these repeated warnings ! 
Do' they not in an audible voice demand : 
« Prepare to meet thy God V O ! that they 
may not pass unheeded by ; but that I may 
be increasingly enabled, through Divine 
assistance, to use greater diligence and 
watchfulness." 

Deep as was the trial of parting with 
my best beloved sister, in whose company 
and converse I had enjoyed so many happy 
hdus ; and at whose sick couch I had long 
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been permitted to watch; yet in taking 
a retrospect, I have been led to feel that 
I baye indeed been mercifiilly dealt with; 
and happy is it, when we can feel that 
we are afflicted for our good, and for our 
purification from a vain world. 

" Then it is that we can experience the 
world stained in our view, and in joyful 
acknowledgement exclaim : It is good for 
me that I have been afflicted;" and I trust 
in some measure I feel it so ; and have cause 
to say : Bless the Lord, O my soul 1 and 
all that is within me bless his Holy Name ; 
bless the Lord, O my soul ! and forget not all 
his benefits." 

« 2^th of the 12th month* By the day of 
the week, two years have passed to-day since 
the remains of my beloved sister were com- 
mitted to the solemn, silent tomb : and Oh ! 
since that time, though other afflictions have 
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been placed in my cup; yet I firmly believe, 
and I trust ever shall believe, that it was in 
unmerited mercy that these chastenings were 
permitted; and when I reflect on all the 
events of these two years, how often do I 
heartily subscribe to that line of Young : 

< For all I bless Thee ; most for the severe.* 

Surely afflictions are needful to wean us 
from this transitory world, its pleasures, and 
allurements. And how often have I sorrow- 
fully to feel, that notwithstanding the con- 
tinued goodness of the Lord, I am still a 
backslider, and I fear do not dig deep 
enough ; else why do I feel such repugnance 
to give up self, and such sinful thoughts in 
meeting i There it is, more than at any other 
time, my imagination is at work. 

am fully convinced that without 
Almighty aid, I never can worship as I 
ought; and I fear I do not seek Him as 

K 
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I ought, but place eonfidence in self, and 
have not humility. 

Oy dearest Lord ! grant that I may turn 
unto Thee with full purpose of heart. Make 
me as the clay in thy holy hands. Show me the 
vileneas of self, and the extrme sinfiilness - 
of sin. Humble me to the dust ; but O Lord I 
forsake me not. On thy promises alone 
I depend; for Thou hast said: <Him that 
oometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out.' 
Let me every day strive to draw nearer unto 
Thee ; and if Thou permit me to live another 
year, let it be to thy praise and glory al<me.*' 

1st monthj 1397. The more I reflect 
upon the subject, the more > fully do I feel 
convinced, that the true Quaker religion is 
founded on the pure precepts of the Gospel ; 
and sincerely do, I hope that the longer I live, 
I may, through Divine Grace, be enabled 
more steadily to adhere to these doctrines. 
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beisg persuaded it is a path which will lead 
to salvation; and though ike wa; niay be 
narrow, and sometimes hard for flesh and 
blood ; yet, through his grace, who has said: 
< My strength is made perfect in weakness,' 
I trust I shall be enabled to ke^ lin it, 
though it may sometimes be with tottering 
steps. 

Great have been the Lord's mercies to 
me from time to time in preserving me, when 
those around have fallen; and I earnestly 
desire to number my blessings, at times 
feeling well aware that afflictions and dis- 
appointments in the Lord's hand, are the 
greatest blessings He can bestow." 

Her health, which for some time had been 
delicate, became increasingly so in the spring 
of 1827; but in the summer sh^ recruited. 
In the commencement of 1888, in taking a 
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retrospect of the past year, she writes : " In 
looking back on the chequered events of last 
year, how many mercies have I experienced ; 
and again I have to lament time misspent. 

The 1st month saw me languid and 
listless. I clearly saw when in that state, 
that the pains of the body were sufficient 
without those of the mind; indeed in weak- 
ness all mental energy seems to cease, and to 
leave one incapable of deep thought. Then 
how needful it is, that in the days of health 
and vigour, we should make it our .first care 
to pay attention to every little inward 
teaching and monition, which it pleases our 
Heavenly Father, in his infinite love and 
mercy, to reveal to us. And O ! if obedience 
do but keep pace with knowledge, how 
happy will our . situation be ! happiness, in 
.comparison of which, the greatest earthly 
delights are but as a drop in a bucket !" 
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Soon after writing the preceding her 
health again declined ; and^ although change 
of air during the summer months, appeared 
to revive her strength, the improvement was 
but of short duration ; and it became evident 
that she considered herself decidedly con* 
sumptive, and that her mind was undergoing 
a preparation for the solemn change. The 
following memorandums present her own 
feelings on this important subject. 

« 90th of the lOth month, 18S8. Although 
four years have nearly elapsed since my 
beloved sister's eyes were closed in. death; 
the remembrance of that hour still dwells in 
vivid colours on my heart ; never, I trust, to 
be obliterated till it also shall cease to beat; 
and O, the solemn thought I i/^ho knows how 
sooii that may be ! When I reflect that 
nearly twelve months have passed since 'I 
first became unwell, how can I expect much 
longer time will be allotted ! Then, let me 

K 3 



Digitized by 



222 ANN DOROTHT BACKHOUSE. 

pause, and solemnly consider : shall I also, 
when the footsteps of death approach, be 
prepared to meet it with that calm hope and 
resignation, so clearly evinced in the deport- 
ment of my dying sister ? If I do, it will 
be all of the mercies of an ever merciful 
Redeemer, who has promised : ^ Though thy 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow/ 

But Oh ! my backslidings are so 
numerous, that I often fear lest in the end 
I may find I have deceived myself. Merciful 
Father ! it is of thy mercy alone that I escape. 
Then let me never cease to trust in Thee. 
Thou hast promised: ^Him that cometh 
unto Me, I will in no wise cast out;' and 
that encourages me to hope that through thy 
Divine aid, I may be enabled to live more 
and more to Thee; that so in the end the 
triumphant language may be mine : ^ Thanks 
be unto God, who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.' 
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4lA of the Ut monthj 1829« I have long 
since, I hi^nbly belieye, through Almighty 
aid, been made willing to. le^ye all in his 
hands who alone can afflict or cure ; and it 
is mj sincere desire to i^cms^in ii^. a quiet state 
of acquiescence, resting only^ on hi$ al}- 
sttfficient help, ^i^ho, has been graciously 
pleased to promise : ,^ I will be thy strength 
in weakness.' ^ I will never forsake those 
who trust in Me.' O I may it be my only 
care to follow on to know Him in all his 
requirings, even the yery least. 

<^ Truly in reflecting on the past I should 
be ungrateful, basely ungrateful, if I did 
not in fervent thankfulness declare : ^ Hither- 
to the Lord hath helped me.' What but 
his Divine power could have raised me, 
and all of us up, after it had pleased Him 
to remove to a better world, those who 
were the delight of our eyes ? yea, in the 
midst of judgment there was mercy ; and He 
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who rode as on the whirlwind and stonh? 
was pleased to say to our tossed, troubled 
minds : — Peace, be still." 

Though the illness which terminated her 
life was long/ it did not confine her to the 
house for many weeks ; nor to her .bed for 
more than a few days. During this time 
she conversed freely respecting her own state, 
and appeared to haye been long aware 
that the end of her days was fast approach- 
ing. In speaking to one of her sisters, she 
intimated, that she had not had any anxiety 
as to the termination of her disorder, which 
she considered a great favour. 

On the 10th of the 4th month, she re^- 
marked, that she thought she had not been 
well a day, for more than a year and a quar- 
ter; but, that some persons required long 
illnesses ; and she considered herself one of 
those; but she had been greatly favoured 
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hi having so little suffering, and could not 
-wish her indisposition to have been one 
day shorter; for it had been greatly blessed 
to her. 

On the ISth a message from a distant 
friend, expressing a belief that she would 
soon be released from the conflicts of time, 
and received to the joys of a happy eter^ 
Aity, being delivered to her, she observed, 
Uiat it scarcely seemed possible that one 
so poor and unworthy could be so near 
an entrance upon such a blessed state; 
but though she endeavoured to see whether 
any thing stood in the way, yet could find 
nothing; that she was sometimes ready to 
fear lest she should be deceiving herself; 
and should have been glad to have felt a 
clearer assurance of acceptance; yet feel^- 
ing no condemnation, and much peace of 
mind, she thought it would be wrong in 
her to doubt : and she might say that often^ 
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particularly in the night ; her Saviour seemed 
to be very near. 

On its being remarked, that when we 
are most sensible of our own poverty and 
unworthiness, we are most prepared to trust 
in Christ; she replied, she had viewed it 
so; and that it was remarkable how she 
had been favoured, and enabled to give 
up all; for few had experienced more 
enjoyment of life than she had done; that 
she had enjoyed the works of creation, and 
the society of her relations and friends, of 
whom she had many, who were near and 
dear to her; but she had been enabled to 
give them all up. 

On conversing respecting the unsettled 
state of mind she had often been tried with 
in meetings ; and which had probably been 
increased by the nature of the complaint 
with which she had been affected ; it being 
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frequently attended by a slight degree of 
feyer, she remarked, that it had been one 
of her greatest trials; but she had endea- 
voured to struggle against it, particularly of 
late, yet had been unable to overcome it; 
and had thought she sometimes could adopt 
the following hymn of Cowper's, as being 
expressive of her own feelings. 



The Lord will happiness divine 
pa contrite hearts bestow ; 
Then tell me gracious God, is mine 
A contrite heart or no? 

I hear, but seem to hear in vain, 

Insensible as steel ; 
If ought is felt, *tLs only pain 

To find I cannot feel. 



I sometimes think myself inclined 
To love Thee if I could i 

But often feel another mind. 
Averse to all that* s good. 
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My best desires are famt and few, 
I fain would strive for more; 

But when I cry — *My stren^h renew,' — 
Seem weaker than before. 



Thy saints are comforted I know, 
And love thy house of prayer; 

I therefore go where others* go. 
But find no comfort there. 



Oh I make this heart rejoice or ache. 
Decide this doubt for me; 

And if it be not broken, break; 
And heal it if it be.*' 



On the evening of the ISth^ not being able 
to bear being carried doi¥n stairs, she -was 
taken into an adjoining room ; and her cough 
being very troublesome, she requested her 
brother Thomas and one of her sisters, who 
sat by her, to be still, saying : You must 
help me to seek for strength higher than 
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my own; and I dare say, that will sup- 
press my cough." It was remarkable that 
she had not ceased to speak many minutes 
before her cough became quite still, and 
she fell into a peaceful sleep. 

On recurring to this circumstance the 
next day, she said : Did you not notice 
how soon I was asleep? when my cough 
has become very troublesome, or 1 have 
felt restless, I have prayed to the good 
Shepherd to give me a little of his preci- 
ous sleep ; and I have never had to wait 
very long- Oh I it has been wonderful to 
me, to think of such a poor unworthy crea- 
ture as I am, being so favoured." 

In the course of the 14th, she several 
times remarked -with an animated . counte-. 
nance : What a thing it is, to think of 
one so poor and unworthy, being so soon to 
be made perfectly happy !" On this subject 
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her mind appeared often to be dwelling 
with a calm and holy joy. 

At one time after expressing her own 
great weakness, and inability to perform 
any thing aright in her own strength, she 
exclaimed, with great sweetness : O ! the 
marvellous, and inexpressible heights and 
depths, and mysteries of redemption." 

On the morning of the 15th, she appear* 
ed to be considerably worse; and appre- 
hending she had not much longer to liye, 
she thus addressed one of her sisters : If 
the Lord only grant me an admission into 
heaven, it will be a happy thing to be taken 
in my youth ; and though, I have no doubt 
you will feel when I am gone, yet, I believe 
the Lord will care, and provide for you: 
and you must pray for me, that He may grant 
me a speedy, or at least a quiet release*" 
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On awaking in the afternoon, and find- 
ing most of the family surrounding her 
bed, she enquired what they were doing; 
and upon being told, that they had appre- 
hended her end to be near, she sweetly 
replied ; " I was not aware of it. I think 
it will not be just yet;'' and she intimated 
that she expected to see one of her bro- 
thers who had gone to attend the monthly 
meeting. 

He returned in the evening, and she 
was much pleased to see him, as well 
as another of her brothers, who had 
also been out of town ; and on their going 
hcmie, she took leave of them, saying, it 
was doubtful whether she should live to 
see them again. She, however, passed a 
comfortable night ; and appeared revived in 
the morning; but towards noon, a great 
alteration taking place, the family were 
summoned round her bed* 
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For some minutes her difficulty of breath* 
ing was yery great^ during which time she 
appeared to be engaged in supplications 
the following sentence only was audible: 
^'O, my merciful Sayiour, be pleased to 
release me from this suffering." Her po- 
sition being changed, she breathed more 
freely; and afterwards inquired whether 
it was thought she could hold out much 
longer; and being told it did not appear 
probable she could; she replied she beliey-* 
ed not ; but added : I know it will be in 
the right time." 

She frequently expressed her gratitude 
to those who were attending upon her; 
and was remarkably careful not to giye 
unnecessary trouble; endeayouring so long as 
she was able, to do what she could for herself. 

A short time before her decease, on being 
asked whether she was in pain : she sweetly 
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replied, that she had no pain, but only 
felt a little uncomfortable sensation; and 
af%er a pause, addressing herself to her two 
sisters, she said: ^^O pray for me! that I 
may not desire to be gone before the right 
time and added emphatically : But when 
the right time comes. Oh ! I shall be 
thankful/' 

Soon after three o'clock, on being turned 
in bed, her cough and difficulty of breath'* 
ing returned, and she expressed her belief 
that she was dying, requesting her brothers 
might be called, her mother and sisters being 
already in the room. On her brothers com- 
ing in, she desired one of them to come near, 
again repeating : <^ I am dying and affec- 
tionately looking round upon her afflicted 
family, her purified spirit quietly passed 
away : lio doubt to that state of perfect 
happiness with the redeemed of the Lord, 
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to which she had been graciously permitted 
to look forward with holy hope. 

She was aged twenty-three years and 
eleven months. 



The foUowiDg were found amongst the 
papers of Ann Dorothy Backhouse, and 
there is reason to suppose them to be her 
own composition ; if their merits as poetry 
be not great, they are nevertheless valua- 
ble on account of the sentiments contained 
in them. 



'Saviour! I bow to Thee, 

Thou alone canst bid me rise, 
Thou alone hast died for me : 
Christ the noblest sacrifice. 
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For a sinful race below. 

Thou didst leave a crown above : 
Tasted pain and shame and woe, 

To redeem us by thy love. 

How then can I still remain 

So devoid of every grace. 
Angry, selfish, cold, and vain, 

When Thou bid'st me seek thy face? 

Hear then, O Lord ! a suppliant's prayer; 
And lead me in thy holy way : 
* Sick or in health,' if Thou art there, 
I still shall find a heavenly ray.' 

8th of the ^th month, 1823. 



TO THE MOON. 

Thou glorious orb, whose mild and tranquil light. 
In sweetest lustre shines our earth upon, 

Thou beauteous product of that Arm of might. 
Which guides the planets in their course alcmg — 

From thee my thoughts are led to that Great Power 
Who form'd thy beauties, and who bade thee shine ; 

Who still protects in every trying hour 
All those who own his power to be divine. 
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And knowing, feeling, that his Arm of love» 
Is still outstretched to all who trust in Him; 

Sing praises to his name, and hourly prove 
That Chrises their Pattern, Saviour, Lord, 
and King. 

O ! may I ever praise his Holy Name, 
And rest on Him, my every want and care ; 

To tread in virtues path my only aim; 
And worship Him in spirit, truth, and fear. 

2Srd of the 5th month, 182S. 



THOMAS BACKHOUS£.-~8iin. 

Thomas Backhouse, of West Lodge, 
Darlington, was the son of William and 
Elizabeth Backhouse of Lancaster, (See page 
27.) He was born on the 14th of the 7th 
month, 1750, his mother died when he was 
an infant, and his father removed to North 
America, leaving him under the care of his 
relations. In the early part of his life he 
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went to sea, but after he grew up he left his 
sea-faring life, and joined his father in New- 
-York. In the course of a few jears he 
returned to England and settled in London, 
where he married a very amiable young 
woman, named Sarah Goab : she was the 
daughter of John and Susannah Goad, of 
London. She died at Forest-gate, near that 
city, on the S6th of the 3rd month, 1805, 
aged thirty-seven years. 

Thomas Backhouse was a man of great 
benevolence and strict integrity ; his affec- 
tionate kindness to his relations, and constant 
care to promote love and harmony in the 
circle of his acquaintance, greatly endeared 
him to them. He was chairman to the 
Committee of under-writers, at Lloyd^s 
Coffee House, for many years ; and on his 
resigning this office, he was presented with 
a handsome piece of plate, bearing an 
appropriate inscription. 
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On his withdiawing from business, he 
removed to Darlington, where he had pre- 
viously had the house named West Lodge, 
erected for him. Here he spent much of his 
time in relieving the wants of the indigent ; 
the sick poor especially, and the necessitous 
of all descriptions found in him a kind friend 
and helper. He regularly spent some months 
in each year at Seaton Carew, for the benefit 
of his health, which was not robust ; and he 
was warmly interested for the welfare of the 
inhabitants of that place, who partook largely 
of his liberality. .He felt a lively interest for 
sea-faring men ;;' and at his own sole expense, 
placed a life-boat at Seaton, for their use. 
The first time it was used was in a storm the 
day after his burial, when, as well as many 
times since, it proved, through the blessing, of 
Providence, the means of saving several Uves. 

He died at Seaton,: on the 5th of the 10th 
month, 1834r, aged seventy-four years; his 
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remains were interred at Darlington^ on the 
following first-day. The illness which ter- 
minated his life was short, but attended with 
acute suffering: he bore it with much pati- 
ence; and those who were present at the time 
of his decease were feyoured to fed a precious 
solemnitj covering their minds, under the 
persuasion, that haying made the Lord his 
refoge, now that ^^his heart and his flesh 
failed," the Lord was the strength of his 
heart, and his portion for eyer. 

Thomas and Sarah Backhouse had two 
children, both of which died in infimcy, viz. 

John Goad, born the 10th of the 7th month, 

1793, died on the 5th of the 8th month, 
1793. 

William, bom the 14th of the 9th month 

1794, died on the 2nd of the 10th month, 
1794. 
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George Backhouse of Kendal> was the 
second son of John and Jane Backhouse of 
Lancaster ; (See page 28.) He was bom on 
the 9th of the 3rd month, 1760 ; he married 
Hannah Cunmiins ; and died suddenly on the 
25th of the 10th month, 1890, aged seventy 
years; leaving a son named John, and a 
daughter named Hannah. 

William Backhouse, his only brother, 
bom on the ISth of the 2nd month, 1758, 
*died at Kendal when young. 
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The following Accounts of some of the predeceasors 
in the female line, and of the lateral branches of 
the families noticed in the preceding part of this 
Volume, being of too interesting a character to be 
passed over, are here introduced as an Appendix. 



THOMAS AND MARGARET HEDLEY. 

Thomas Hedley, of Hedley Hill, in the 
county of Durham, was a Roman Catholic, 
who became convinced of the principles of 
Friends. He was twice married : his second 
wife was Margaret Ward, daughter of 
CuTHBERT Ward. The latter was steward 
to James, Earl of Derwentwater, who haying 
been a promoter of the rebellion, was be- 
headed in 1716, for high treason. 
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Thomas Hedlet had twelve children ; 
three by his first wife, and nine by his 
second : the dates of their births, marriages, 
and deaths, we are not in possession of, ex- 
cept in a few instances ; and the names of the 
persons to whom some of them were married 
are also unknown. 

The names of hie first family are : 
Thomas, married Ann Bell. 

Akn, married White. 

Samuel, married — — . 

The names of his second familjf are f 
George, married Mary Longdale. 
Joseph, married — " 
Jonathan, married Mary Severs. (See 

Appendix, page 6.) 
Caleb, married another Mary Severs. 

Nathan, married — — — , 

Mart, married Thomas Robson. (See 

Account of them in the Appendix.) 
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HannaH) died unmarried. 
Jane, died unmarried. 
Jo«HUA, married Ann Stead. 



JONATHAN AND MARY HEDLEY. 

Jonathan Hedley, son of Thomas and 
Margaret Hedley, married Mary Severs, of 
Darlington ; who is said to have been a 
valuable Friend, and to have joined her 
husband in training up their only child, Jane, 
who married James Backhouse. — ^Snd, with 
religious care. (See page 32 and 41.) He 
was for many years a minister in our Society ; 
and on his decease, Stockton Monthly Meet- 
ing, to which Darlington at that time belong- 
ed, i8»ied the following testimony concerning 
him: 
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The Testimony of Stockton Monthly Meetings con^ 
cerning Jonathan HedleYj who died the 17 th 
qfthe 4th month, 1763. 

Our well esteemedFriendJoN ATHAN Hed- 
liET, of Darlington, deceased, had his educa- 
tion among Friends : and when young was 
mercifullj favoured with a gracious visitation ; 
and in process of time, was called to the 
work of the ministry ; to which, though a 
great cross to his own will, he yielded obe- 
dience, to the satisfaction of his Friends; 
and was favoured with that peace which he 
preferred as his chief joy. And as he grew 
in his gift, he became concerned to visit the 
churches in several parts of this nation ; but 
more especially in the northern counties 
divers times ; and once in the West of Eng- 
land and principality of Wales, in company 
with our Friend Joshua Toft*; having con-' 



• See Piety Promoted, Parts, or Vol. II. 
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stantly the approbation of this meeting, of 
which he was always a member: and we 
have cause to believe his labours were ser- 
viceable, and acceptable to Friends where 
his lot was cast ; being particularly careful 
to feel a necessity from Divine requirings 
in all these weighty engagements; and to 
minister only from the pure openings of im- 
mortal Truth ; and when his service was 
over, to return to his family and business, 
in which he was industrious. 

His heart and house were open to entertain 
Friends ; he was kind to his relations, and 
liberal to such as were necessitous ; a very 
affectionate husband, a tender parent, and 
a good master. He ruled his own house 
well ; was circumspect in his life and conver-' 
sation ; and diligent in attending meetings for 
worship on first-days, and other days of the 
week ; and also Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings ; being concerned for maintaining 
a 4 
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good order and discipline in the Church. 
And though he was not so frequent in his 
ministerial labours as some^ yet when he did 
appear, it was to the edification imd comfort 
of the living ; being sensibly attended with 
the tendering power and virtue of Truth ; 
exhorting Friends to feel after the living 
enjoyment of it, and commemorating the 
mercies and loving-kindness of the Lord, in 
renewing the visitations of his love and 
living presence to his sincere people, who 
wait upon Him, and trust in Him alone. 

He was much afflicted with bodily pain 
the last twelve years of his life ; yet, within 
that time twice attended the Yearly Meeting 
in London ; and he continued diligent in 
attending meetings, though many times with 
great difficulty, till the 11th month, 1763 ; 
when his illness increased upon him, so as 
to confine him at home till his death; and 
for the greatest part of his time to his cham- 
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ber; his strength gradually decaying, and his 
pain being so violent that it was hard for 
nature to bear : yet frequently he expressed 
his resignation to the Divine will; and he 
was endued with patience to a great degree ; 
and at times had living, affecting expressions 
to those who were with him : many times 
expressing that his love to his Friends was 
as great as ever. 

He died the 17th of 4th month, 1763; and 
after a large and solemn meeting, was buried 
in -Friends' burial-ground at Darlington, in 
the seventieth year of his age; a minister 
about forty-seven years : and we doubt not 
is gone to enjoy the glorious reward of faith- 
fulness, in the mansions of eternal peace and 
rest, for ever. 
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MART RICHARDSON. 



Mary Richardsoic of Sunderlaiid, was 
the daughter of John and Agnes Harrison 
of Darlington, (See page 44,) 'and was bom 
there on the 17th of the 7 th month, 1765 ; she 
was married to Joseph King, son of James 
and Ann King, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
the 9th of the 5th month, 1785. At the time 
of her marriage, she had every prospect of an 
abundance of the comforts of this life; but 
within a few months, such a reverse occurred 
in her husband's circumstances, as to render 
it necessary for her to return to her parents 
for a short time; and when her husband's 
affairs were so far settled as to admit of it, 
she returned to him, cheerfully submitting 
to live on a very limited scale ; witnessing 
the efficacy of Divine Power, not only in 
sanctifying this and many other afflictive 
dispensations to her own substantial improve* 
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ment, but in bringing her mind into content- 
ment under them* By patiently submitting 
to the preparing hand of the Lord, she 
also became fitted to tell unto others, from 
her own blessed experience, of "the good 
things that God hath prepared for them 
that love Him;" and as she patiently abode 
under that influence, which alone can rightly 
qualify, she became a livingly exercised 
minister of the Gospel of Christ. She first 
spoke in this capacity at the grave of her 
husband, in the year 1790. 

After the decease of her husband, she 
returned to Darlington, and resided with 
her father till his death, which took place 
in the year 1800; her mother having died 
in 1797. She was diligent in training up 
her children in the fear of the Lord, and 
in labouring as a minister, to gather the 
minds of others to the standard of Truth 
and righteousness; and she conducted herself, 
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in the variety of conditions that fell to her 
lot, with exemplary humility and pru- 
dence. 

She was married to a second husband, 
John Richardson, of Sunderland, son of 
John and Margaret Richardson, of North 
Shields, on the S6th of the 9th month, 1804 ; 
and died on the 11th of the 3rd month, 1805 ; 
aged nearly forty years. Her last illness was 
short ; but she evinced in it a mind resigned 
to the Divine will ; and there is good ground 
to believe, iSnished her course in peace, and 
entered into the joy of her Lord and into her 
Master's rest. 



Joseph and Mart King had four 
children, viz. 

John, born the 2nd of the 6th month, 1786 ; 
mfttrried Eleanor Wadkin, of Manchester, 
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(born S6th of the Uth month, 1792,) on the 
16th of the 10th month, 1816. 

Joseph, born the 31st of the 10th month, 
1787; married Sarah Awmack, of York, 
(born the 7th of the 5th month, 1785,) on 
the 13th of the 11th month, 1810. 

A Son, born the 30th of the 18th month, 
1788 ; lived only a few hours. 

Ann, born the 29th of the 9th month, 1790 ; 
married Myles Birkett Foster, (born the 
4th of the 1st month, 1785,) on the 11th of 
the 4th month, 1811. 



EDWARD AND ELIZABETH PEASE. 

Edwabd Pease, son of Joseph and Ann 
Pease, was baptized at Shaston, in the parish 
of Felkirk, near Barnsley, in Yorkshire, on 
the 25th of October, 1711. He joined the 
Society of Friends on the ground of con- 
vincement ; and for that cause was disowned 
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by his family. He settled at Darlington.and 
married Elizabeth Coates, a member of 
Raby Meeting, (now Staindrop Meeting,) on 
the 2nd of the 10th month, 17S5. Though 
disowned by his family on account of his reli- 
gious views and consistent Christian practices, 
an inhabitant of Darlington, not of the same 
religious profession, but one w.ho had ob- 
served the uprightness of his character, was 
so strongly impressed with the belief that a 
peculiar blessing from the Most High rested 
upon him, as to express to his own son, that 
though he himself might not live to see it, he 
was persuaded the family of Edward Pease, 
would become one of the most flourishing 
trees ever planted in Darlington ; and he bid 
his son to remember, and mark if it did not 
prove to be the case. The son of this person 
in mentioning the circumstance to the com- 
piler of these Memoirs, observed the remark- 
able manner in which he had seen his fathers 
prediction fulfilled. 
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Edward Pease became a useful and honour* 
able member of the Society of Friends. He 
died at Darlington, on the 14th of the 11th 
month, 1785 ; aged seyenty-four years. His 
i¥ife died on the SSnd of the Snd month, 
1783 ; aged sixty-seven years. Little appears 
to be known of her history; but there is 
reason to believe she was a religiously mind- 
ed woman. They had nine children, viz. 

Joseph, born the S5th of the 3rd month, 
1737 ; married Mary Richardson, daughter 
of Richard and Lydia Richardson, of Dar- 
lington ; (See Appendix, page SS,) and 
died at Darlington, on the 3rd of the 4th 
month, 1808, aged seventy-one years. 

Margaret, bom the 4th of the 4th month, 
1739 ; married Thomas Robson, (See notice 
of them in this Appendix,) and died at 
Darlington, on the 30th of the 4th month, 
1803, aged sixty-four years. 

Michael, born the 4th of the 3rd month, 
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1740; married Sarah Jackson; and died 

at Darlington, /on the 7th of the 1st month, 

1811, aged seventy years. 
Thomas, born the 8th of the 3rd month, 

1743; married Sasannah Benson, of Leeds ; 

and died at Leeds, on the 30th of the 1st 

month, 1811, aged sixty-eight years. 
Ann, born the 25th of the 2nd month, 1746 ; 

N. S. married Jonathan Backhouse, of 

Darlington; (See page 75,) and died at 

Darlington, on the 3rd of the 1st month, 

1826, aged eighty years. 
Edward, born the 1st of the 2nd month, 

1748 ; married Selfe Fennitt, of Ayton ; 

and died at Darlington, on the 10th oif the 

7tU month, 1791, aged forty -three years. 
Elizabeth, born the 22nd of the 12th 

month, 1749 ; died the 12th of the 10th 

month, 1751, aged two years. 
John, born the 10th of the 2nd month, 

1753; died the 26th of the 9th month, 1774, 

aged twenty-one years. 
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George, born the 11th of the 8th month, 
1755 ; died the 15th of the 5th month, 
1823, aged sixty-eight years. 



THOMAS RICHARDSON.— liT. 



Thomas Richardson, of Hull, married 
Mary Mayson, daughter of Richard Mayson, 
at Hull, on the 6th of December, 1683. He 
was one of those numerous individuals who 
joined our Society, in its earlier periods, and 
suffered the loss of their liberty, for conscien- 
tiously refusing to comply with the demands 
of ecclesiastical imposition : he was prosecut- 
ed in the Ecclesiastical Court for the sum of 
eight shillings, demanded for a church rate, 
(so called,) at the suit of Field Dun, the priest; 
and Samuel Stephenson, and John Bell, war- 
dens ; and was excommunicated. He was 
committed to prison, on the 9th of November, 
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1713. How long he remained a prisoner, 
the "Brief account of Prosecutions of the 
people called Quakers," printed in 1736, 
from which this account of his prosecution, 
&c. is taken, does not inform us. 

The following letter, which he addressed 
to his sister, Susannah May son, in London, 
who seems to have imbibed some prejudice 
against Friends, claims a place in these 
Memoirs. No account of the death of 
Thomas Richardson appears to have been 
preserved. 



« EuU, 2Sth February, 1699. 

" Loving Sister. 

" I received thine, and also thy husband's ; 
and am glad to hear of your welfare ; and 
should be more glad to see you both at Hull. 
Dear sister, as to what I wrote to thee, it was 



'Digitized by 



THOMAS RICHARDSON. — IST. 19 



in love, and what was before me at that time. 
If thou reapest any benefit by it, give God 
the glory .; I am not seeking myself in any 
thing I write : but as for thy saying that thou 
hast heard some Quakers say, that the blood 
of Christ, wherewith we are sanctified, was an 
unholy thing, must be a mistake ; for I know 
there is none of that people will say so, for 
they have learned better; for, I believe 
many of them are come in measure to Jesus, 
the Mediator of the New Covenant ; and to 
that blood of sprinkling, that speaks better 
things than the blood of Abel. But, if we 
sin wilfully after we have received the know- 
ledge of the Truth, as the Scriptures say : 
^ There remains no more sacrifice for sin ; but 
a fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the adver- 
saries.' This i^, I say, a very sad state ; and, 
in some sense, a ^ trampling under foot of the 
Son of God, and counting the blood of the 
Covenant an unholy thing; and doing, as it 
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were, despite to the Spirit of Grace ' But 
the desire of my heart is, and the breathing 
of 1117 spirit, that this may never be our 
state : but that we may watch and pray con- 
tinually, that we may never so much as, in 
our hearts, turn back into Egypt; but that 
we may grow stronger in grace, ^ and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ;^ and that we may ' press forward to- 
ward the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.' But, my 
sister, I cannot but remind thee,^ that there is 
no way to come to this high and heavenly 
calling, but by a true resignation of our 
minds and wills to the will of God ; and a 
being willing to become fools for Christ's 
sake, that we may gain true wisdom: in 
short, to take up a daily cross to our own 
wills ; which, though hard to flesh and blood, 
yet, as the eye is single to the Lord, He 
will enable us to go forward ; and our whole 
bodies will become full of Light: for doubt- 
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less, as one says, ^ There is a spirit in man, 
and the Inspiration of the Almighty gives 
him understanding and, O ! that we may 
feel his quickening power ! 

This, with mine and my wife's love to 
you, is from thy affectionate Brother, 

^< Thomas Richardson." 



MART JIICHARDSON, OF HULL. 

Mary Richardson, daughter of Richard 
Mayson, joined the Society of Friends along 
with her father, at the time of one of George 
Fox's first visits in the eastern parts of York- 
shire. She was married to Thomas Richard- 
son, of Hull, on the 6th of December, 1682. 
She is said to have been engaged vocally in 
prayer amongst some of their relations, when 
met previously to the interment of one of the 
family ; on which occasion some present, who 
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had not adopted the same religious views, re- 
quested her husband to desire her to be silent ; 
but he, instead of compljing with their re- 
quest, knelt down by her ; and from that time 
he himself joined Friends'; among whpm his 
wife became an approved minister- Her 
death occurring before the practice of re- 
cording Testimonies respecting deceased 
ministers, became general in the Society, we 
have no further account of her. 



Thomas and Mart Richabbson had 
several children, who grew up and became 
useful members of our Society. 

Richard, married Lydia Richardson, of 
Ayton ; and afterwards settled at Dar- 
lington. 

Thomas, married Elizabeth Dickinson. 
Both he and his wife died when young. 
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leaving two children Thomas (See Appen- 
dix, page S4:) and Deborah; who were 
brought up under the care of their uncle 
and aunt, John and Martha Box. 
Mary, married John Huitson, of Hull, who 

. was a seafaring man ; and joined the 
Society of Friends on the ground of con- 
yincement. He was drowned oil his pas- 
sage from Elsinore, when captain of a 

. ship; being knocked overboard by some 
part of the rigging, which gave way in a 
storm. 

Robert, died unmarried. 

Marwa, married John Box, of Thorne. 
She was a very pious and charitable 
woman, and lived to a great age. In the 
latter part of her life, her faculties became 
much weakened ; but she retained a sweet 
and Christian temper of mind; and whei) 
she saw her relations or other persons about 
her, would frequently say : " Well ! I hope 
you mind to live in love." 
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RICHARD MATSOM. 



Little appears to be known of Richa&h 
Matsox, except that he was the son <tf 
Yalentixe Mayson^ vicar of Driffield; 
who resided at Elloughton, in Yorkshires 
and joined the Society of Friends^ at the time 
of one of the first visits of Greorge Fox to 
that part of the conntry. His daughter 
Mary, married Thomas Richardson, of Hull. 
(See Appendix, pages 17 and 81.) 



THOMAS AND FRANCES RICHARDSON. 

Thomas Richardson, of Sand^hnd^ 
was the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Rich- 
ardson. (See Appendix, page 82.) He was a 
man of peace ; upright and honest in Ida 
dealings ; and unoistentatioas in his mannefs ; 
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evincing in his life that pure and unaffected 
piety -whicli proves the sincere Christian. 
He died in the 10th month, 1816, at the 
advanced age of eighty-six years. His 
widow Frances Richardson, survived 
him about eleven years; residing, after the 
decease pf her husband, under the roof of 
their only son. (See page, 87.) 

She was greatly beloved in the circle of 
her .friends and acquaintances ; and her 
kind and courteous manners were parti- 
cularly engaging to those who visited her. 
Though from age and weakness, she was, for 
many of the latter years of her life, conlSned 
to the house ; her faculties were so little 
impaired, that she continued, till within a 
short time of her decease, to employ her time 
pleasantly, when alone, either in the use of 
her needle, or in reading and meditation. 
She was favoured to pass a lengthened life 
with much comfort; and her last illness 

b 
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seemed to be a gradual sinking of the vital 
powers, almost without pain or sickness, of 
which she was sensible; while gratitude 
resignation, and love, were the covering 
of her spirit. 

It might be said of her as of her valued 
husband, that she was a person of deep and 
unostentatious piety. Their hearts were 
ever open to receive their friends ; and such 
especially, as were travelling in the service 
of the Gospel, found their house a quiet 
resting place ; so that it has been called em- 
phatically: The pleasant habitation." This 
worthy pair could enter into feeling with 
such faithful labourers in the Lord's vine* 
yard ; and.were desirous of doing all in their 
power to administer to their comforl and 
refreshment, as disciples of the Divine 
Master, whom they loved and desired to 
honour. 
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Frances Richardson, died on the 9(Hh of 
the 7th month, 1837; aged eighty-eight 
years. 



JOHN AND ELIZABETH DEARMAN. 

John Dearman, of Braithwaite, near 
Thorne^ in Yorkshire, was a man in good 
esteem amongst Friends. He married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of John and Elizabeth 
Thompson, of Nottingham ; and died when 
but a young man, leaving her with four sons 
and five daughters, whom she carefully 
trained up in the fear of the Lord, and 
educated in useful learning ; so that, except 
the youngest who died when about fifteen 
years of age, they all grew up to be re- 
spectable members of our Society ; in which, 
some of them also occupied important 
stations. 

b 2 
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. After the decease of her husband, Eliza- 
beth Dearman opened a boarding school at 
Wakefield, and in a short time removed 
it to Pontefract. Many young women of 
our Society were educated in this seminary 
under her care, who grew up valuable 
Friends. She .declined her school some 
years before her decease; and ultimately 
settled at Thorne, where she closed her 
useful life about the year 1771, at . an ad- 
vanced age; and was interred in Friends' 
burial ground, at Braithwaite. 



Children of John and Elizabeth Dear- 
man. 

Elizabeth, the eldest, married Robert 
Williams ; a Friend who was settled in 

. London, but had . resided some years in 
America, to which country they removed 
shortly after their marriage. She was a 
young woman of a very amiable cUsposi- 
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tion, and greatly beloved in her family, 
-who felt keenly the separation from them. 
She died young, leaving one son named 
Richard, an infant. 
Richard, the second, lived to be past middle 
age, and was many years in the station of 
Elder. His first -wife was Hannah Petty, 
of Nottingham ; and his second, Elizabeth 
Free, of Birmingham. In the latter part 
of his life he resided at Goalbrook-Dale, 
in Shropshire, where he died very sud- 
denly. 

Jane, the third, married Thomas Shipley. 
(See account of her in this Appendix, 
page 31.) 

John, the fourth, married Deborah Richard- 
son, daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth 
Richardson, of Whitby. (See App. p. 83.) 
They were both Friends in good esteem ; 
and resided most of their time in London. 

William, the fifth, married Sarah Fams- 
worth, of Nottingham, at which place they 
b 3 
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resided. He was also a respectable mem- 
ber of our Society. 

Nathan, the sixth, married Mary Huitson, 
of Hall. (See account of them in this 
Appendix.) 

Mart, the seventh, married first to Andrew 
Hill, son. of John and Judith Hill, of 
London; and some time after his decease 
to Robert Sargeant, of the same place, 
^ whom she has suryived many years, filling* 
the station of Elder. (See Richard and 
Mary Janson.) 

Ann, the eighth, married Matthew Church, 
of Ciork, and died at Darlington, in 1819, 
aged sixty-five years, having survived her 
husband many years. She was a woman of 
good understanding; and though she ex- 
perienced much conflict and vicissitude, yet 
through all she retained the high respect and 
esteem of her Friends. Her daughter Eliza, 
married John Backhouse. (See pp. 9S & 9i.) 

Sarah, the ninth, died at Wakefield, of the 
small*pox, when about fifteen years of age. 
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JANE SHIPLEY. 

Jane Shipley was the second daughter 
of John and Elizabeth Dearman of Brai- 
thvaite, near Thome, in Yorkshire. (See Ap< 
pendix page 27.) She was born in the year 
1734. When about the age of thirty-cme, she 
Ti^as united in marriage to Thomas Shipley, 
of Uttoxoter, one who was well esteemed by 
his friends; and in the year 1770 they 
removed to within the limits of Shaftsbury 
meeting, in Dorsetshire, of which they 
continued members during the remainder of 
their days. 

Early in life her soul was quickened by the 
invisible power of God ; and continuing obe- 
dient to its manifestations, she was prepared 
for the work of the ministry ; a service in 
which she was first publicly engaged when 
about the age of twenty-one. In the exercise 
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of her gif%, until near the termination of a 
long life, haying attained to her eightieth 
year, she often found it to be her duty to 
encourage others, to seek first the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness. The inestima- 
ble benefits which result from being thus 
exercised, she exemplified in humility and 
circumspect conduct ; and haying known, in 
her own experience, the sufficiency of the 
grace of God, she earnestly entreated others, 
by a faithful dedication of heart, to press after 
the attainment of true peace. Her gospel 
labours were acceptable to her friends : they 
were nearly, though not wholly, confined 
within the boundaries of the Quarterly Meet- 
ing of which she was a member. 

During the course of her pilgrimage, she 
underwent a yariety of close trials ; but as 
her mind was turned to Him whose tender 
mercies are oyer all his works, these trials 
were sanctified to her ; and as she adyanced 
in life, Christian simplicity and meekness 
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were more and more conspicuous -in her 
character. 

The following remarks extracted from her 
memorandums, pourtray some of the exer- 
cises of her mind. 

" 3rd Month, 1801.— How many paii^l 
incidents human life is exposed to ! A recent 
one convinces me that sublunary joys are of 
short continuance, and that we must look for 
pernument felicity from a higher source." 

" 1806. — My soul secretly aspires after a 
union with my. God, after a spiritual com- 
munion with Him who is the light, life, and 
salvation of the sanctified in Jesus our Lord. 
Oh! when will that day of perfect liberty 
arrive, that I can serve Thee, O Lord, without 
fear!" 

1806.— Lord! what is life without thy 
b 5 
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favQiir, but a weary travel ia a wilderness of 
woe, in which innumerable evils discompose 
and afflict us without profit, unless Thou art 
graciously pleased to sanctify them to us' 
by thy grace ; and to make them beneficial 
by the turning of thy Alm^hty hand upon 
us, in order to draw us nearer to Thyself! 
O, grant, I pray Thee, this happy effect to 
all my troubles here ! " 

There is nothing stable in these lower 
regions: mutation and change are inscribed 
on all earthly enjoyments ; therefore, O my 
Boul ! seek after the possession of an inherit^ 
ance, which will last for ever, and prove the 
same through eternity, because the Lord our 
God is the same, and his years shall not^il/' 

" 1810. — What need have we of thy Divine 
support, O Lord ! in order to sustain us in 
this world of painful conflict—this tribulated 
tmth, that some have to tread ! Grant I pray 
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Thee, that it may be the means of bringing 
me nearer to the mark of Christian perfection, 
which consists in the love of Thee without 
reserve ; in entire resignation of heart to thy 
will, O Lord I whom my soul adoreth and 
blesseth for ever." 

« 13th of 2nd Month, 1811.— How many 
warnings do mortals receive from on high, 
to prepare for the coming of the Son of Man ; 
that at his appearing they may be found 
ready to receive Him in the way of his 
coming; and be permitted to stand before 
Him without rebuke t Lord, how many and 
great are our obligations unto Thee, for all 
thy blessings, without our meriting such 
favours at thy hand 1 O, that a deep and 
lasting sense thereof may rest upon us, and 
turn our hearts to Thee for ever I " 

1st Month, 1818.— Another year has rolled 
nway ; audi it may be a useful inquiry : ^O^ 
b 6 
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my soul ! what improyement hast thou made 
in Divine knowledge ? what advances in the 
path of holiness ? since every day brings 
thee nearer to that period, in which no work 
can be done: for there is no work, nor device, | 
nor knowledge, nor repentance in the grave, 
towards which thou art hastening.' Grant, 
O Lord ! I pray Thee, that the work may be 
completed in thy fear, and my soul emanci- 
pated from all its trouble." 

9th of 10th Month, 1813.— I am now lately 
entered into the seventy-ninth year of my 
age; and though poor in spirit, and sur- 
rounded with many infirmities ; yet, at times, 
through matchless goodness, I feel fervent 
desires after a better country, even a heavenly 
inheritance with the saints in light. Grant 
Lord ! I beseech Thee, the aid of thy Divine 
Spirit to enable me to attain that desirable 
establishment in righteousness, which will < 
ensure, through the merits of Jesiis our Lord, 
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that endless felicity which is, of thy infinite 
goodness, prepared for those who truly love 
and fear Thee, the High and Infinite Holy 
One of Israel; who art glorious in holiness, 
and fearful in praises, working wonders, for 
the deliverance of those that trust in Thee. 
O ! be pleased the few remaining days that 
Thou mayst grant me, to guide me in thy 
counsel, and show me thy salvation ; that my 
soul may livingly praise Thee, O Lord ! for 
ever, in chorus with thy redeemed and sanc- 
tified ones, who are ascribing glory and 
honour, strength and wisdom, to the Lord 
God and the Lamb immaculate, for ever. 
Amen, saith my soul." 

Jane Shipley was a good example in the 
attendance of religious meetings, even when 
much enfeebled by age and infirmity. The 
last time at which she thus assembled with 
her Friends, which was about three months 
before her death, she impressively revived 
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among them the solemn language of the 
apostle Peter : ^^I think it meet, as long as 
I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up, 
by putting you in remembrance; knowing, 
that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, 
even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed 
me." Adding in humility, that she knew, 
from experience, there was a support in 
religion when all things else failed ; aitd 
she believed, that whenever it might please 
the Most High to release her, a place of rest 
was prepared for her immortal spirit. 

Her last illness was a very trying one, and, 
at times, attended with acute bodily pain, 
which she was enabled to endure with much 
patience and resignation to the Divine will. 
In the course of it she uttered many pious 
expressions : some of which strikingly show 
the humble opinion she entertained of herself. 

Soon after she was confined to her chamber ' 



y Google 



JANF SHIPLEY. 



39 



jshe said : Tedious days and wearisome 
nights are appointed me ; and I can say with 
Job fomeriy, * My bed doth not ease my 
pain.' This has led my mind into much 
sympathy with the afflicted, who through 
poverty are deprived of ' the comfortable 
acconmiodation of a good bed, to rest their 
weary limbs upon ; which is no small privi- 
lege, and a blessing which I have often 
thought, in time of health, demanded our 
reverent thankfulness to the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift. A sense of the good-* 
ness of the Almighty is awfully felt and con- 
templated by me, when I reflect how different 
my situation is, from that of many far more 
deserving of the Divine regard than myself ; 
who, during the time of sickness, are destitute 
of almost every comfortable accommodation 
which can alleviate their sufferings; and I 
gratefully acknowledge how tenderly I have 
been nursed and waited on : and that during 
my illness I have not known the want of any 
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outward comfort, or indeed of any thing 
that has even flTppeared desirable to me. The 
affection of my dear children, and the sym- 
pathy of my friends, who have shown far 
more solicitude about me than I have either 
deserved or expected, has been very consol- 
ing ; and not esteemed by me as one of the 
least of my temporal comforts." 

25th of 10th Month, 1813.— She was beau- 
tifully led to mention the goodness of the 
Almighty, to those who were obedient to the 
discoveries of his will, adding : " I have for 
many years felt bound unto the Friends of 
my own meeting, and I think I have been 
favoured with a consoling evidence, of having 
been in my right allotment, and that I have 
discharged my duty faithfully, towards those 
amongst whom I have had to labour. My 
spirit still feels as anxious for their eternal 
salvation, as at any period of my life ; and I 
believe I shall continue to do so, unto the 
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iend of my pilgrimage. I should be glad to 
have my dear love in Christ Jesus, presented 
to them; and they may be informed, my 
soul at this season salutes them, in the love 
of the everlasting Gospel, and very affection- 
ately desires they may, through obedience 
to the monitions of Divine grace, become 
built up in the most holy faith. I believe 
there is great need for some of the middle- 
aged and younget classes, to take care lest an 
inordinate love of the profits and pleasures 
of this world, should swallow up the good 
in their hearts : and O, that all ranks may be 
so wise as to keep to their True Guide, and 
to close in with the visitations of heavenly 
love ! for I believe a renewed visitation is 
richly extended towards some amongst us ; 
who will, if they be fully given up in mind, 
to the requirings of Him who is worthy of • 
the dedication of every heart, be made useful 
instruments in his holy hand. And O, saith 
my spirit I may none slight the present 
offers of heavenly love." 
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To an inquiry after her health one morn- 
ing, she replied : I scarcely know what to 
say, but I very sincerely hope, nature will 
soon yield to the disorder; that my tribu- 
lated spirit may be at rest. I do not expect 
that any great or glorious state will be 
appointed me ; and all I dare ask or hope 
for is, that my Almighty Father may, through 
the mercies and merits of the dear Redeemer 
of mankind, admit my spirit into rest and 
peace. This is what I haye earnestly laboured 
after, even from early life, desiring accord* 
ing to my ability to be made conformable 
to the Divine will. I have felt such an ardent 
desire to be gone, that I fear I have erred on 
that hand ; but if it be an error, 1 hope it is 
a pardonable one in the sight of Omnipo- 
tence." 

On the 19th of the 11th month, she re- 
marked it seemed wonderful to her, at her 
advanced period of life, that her strength 
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should hold out so long, when nature seemed 
at times nearly exhausted; and that she 
should then revive a little again, under 
such debility ; and added : How long the 
Infinite Holy One may see meet to continue 
me in this state I know not ; but I ardently 
long to partake of the joys of God's salva- 
tion and she expressed an earnest desire, 
that her children might unite with her in 
praying, that she might be speedily released 
from all pain and conflict ; and admitted 
into that bliss prepared for the righteous* 

On being asked on the SOth, if she felt 
more comfortable than on the preceding day, 
she answered : I do not know that I have 
felt any thing like comfort during the night ; 
for my mind has been involved in conflict 
and distress; the accuser of the brethren 
seemed let loose to bufiet me, and to suggest 
such fears and discouragements as I think 
others can scarcely form an idea of ; but it 
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is said, ^all things work together for good, to 
those who love Grod and this morning a 
comfortable hope is again revived that my 
faith and patience will not fail; but that, 
through Holy aid, I shall be enabled to hold 
out to the end ; and finally to lay down my 
head in peace. This is all I wait for, all I 
pray for. My aflfections have for a long time 
past been much fixed on the glorious object 
of the saints' faith, in all ages of the world.'' 

The next morning on a hope being ex- 
pressed, that she had not had, during the 
night to contend with conflict of mind, as 
well as body, she said : No ; that was mea- 
surably and mercifully withdrawn, and it is 
given me to believe, that when I lose sight 
of faith, and fears and discouragements pre- 
vail, it is the eflfect of my great weakness, and 
the height of my fever. There is such an 
intimate connexion between the mind and 
body, that when one is affected, the other, 
more or less, participates in its sufferings." 
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On seeing one of her daughters weep, she 
said : My dear child ! nothing grieves me 
so much as to see thee so sorrowful ; and if 
thou hast a reasonable hope that I am going 
to rest, it ought to reconcile thee to the loss 
thou art likely to sustain in the privation of 
a parent, friend, and companion ; and I 
think a clear evidence has been granted me, 
that this will be the case; not through my 
righteousness, but through the righteousness 
of Him, who knew no sin, yet became sin 
for the sanctification of his people ; and my 
fiiith is strong that thou wilt not only expe- 
rience support, but be rewarded when I am 
gone, for thy kindness to me." 

On the 25th she said : " I am very poorly 
and feel exceedingly anxious to be gone, as 
soon as my righteous Judge may be pleased 
to say, ' It is enough.' When I am able I 
earnestly pray, that it may please the High 
and Holy One of Israel, to grant me ability 
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to endure all that He may see meet to lay 
upon me, with a degree of patient submission 
to his Divine will ; for this is indeed a 
Christian duty. In low seasons, I am apt to 
fear I have said or done something which 
has offended my great Master, that it pleases 
Him to keep me so long .here, in a poor 
afflicted state, wherein I seem of no use in 
creation ; yet I know his ways are just and 
equal, and it is not for us to fathom his 
inscrutable designs. These fears will through 
weakness intrude ; yet, at other seasons, my 
mind is favoured with a full belief, that when- 
ever the solemn close may come, my spirit 
will be graciouslya-admiited into everlasting 
rest." Again, speaking of the hope she had of 
salvation, she said : I have nothing to trust 
to but the mercy of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord ; for it is not by works of righteousness 
whiph we have done, but according to his 
> mercy. He saveth us, by the washing of rege- 
neration and renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
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And O, that this necessary work may be fully 
accomplished in my soul ! that nothing may 
remain that is impure ; that my spirit may 
be arrayed in the white robes of righte- 
ousness !" 

9th of 13th Month, she said: <^ My mind 
is much centered on Him, in whom all ful- 
ness dwells, though I have, as I suppose 
most have, my besetments ; yet a comfortable 
hope is again revived, that He will receive 
me into his mercy, before very long ; and 
his time is the best, and ought to be patiently 
waited for ; but nature, weak nature is re- 
luctant to suffer, and longs to be at rest." 

91st. She called one of her daughters to 
her, and said she had thought of a few lines 
expressive of her desires, and that if she 
wished to hear them, she would repeat them. 
She then, in broken accents expressed herself 
thus: 
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1 Thou, in whom the weary find repose 

And consolation, through Christ* s promised aid, 

Preserve me faithful till life's awful close $ 
And when I have the deht of nature paid, 

Admit my spirit to that place of rest. 

Where the redeemed are for ever blest" 

To another of her daughters she said : 
Thou seest me, my child, in a very sQfii»- 
ing state : nature seems to maintain a hard^ 
struggle with the force of my disease, than 
I once expected would have been the case.; 
but my duty, is submission. Oh, my dear ! 
when thou comest to experience the same 
reduction of strength that I now do, then, if 
not before, thou wilt fully know of how small 
value are the greatness, grandeur, or pleasures 
of this changeful scene ; how little they can 
avail in such hours as these. I am very 
weak, and full of pain ; but it is a great 
favour to feel nothing in the way ; — ^nothing 
to do but to die." 
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As the time of her departure drew near, 
she was often engaged in fervent suppli- 
cation, that she might be released from the 
sufferings of her afflicted body, and that she 
might be dissolved and be with Christ. 

On the evening of the 31st of the 12th 
month, addressing one of her children, she 
said : <^ Thou findest me, my dear, in the 
same suffering state as in the morning. 
When it may please the Lord Jesus to re- 
lease me, I know not ; but I know that here 
I have no continuing city ; and, for many 
years, it hath been my desire and endeavour, 
to seek one ^ which hath foundations, whose 
maker and builder the Lord is.' " She then 
prayed : " Oh, Holy Father, be pleased to 
look down in mercy upon me, and in mercy 
admit my weary spirit into that blessed and 
'glorious city, whose walls are salvation, 
and whose gates are praise ; * but thy will, 
O Lord i be done." Soon after she said : 

c 
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I am sometimes ready to fear my faith 
patience will fail me, or, at least, that I shall 
not be enabled to bow in that degree of 
holy resignation to the Divine will, which 
I ought to do ; but ^ if these light afflictions, 
which are but as for a moment, should work 
for me a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory,' it will be a blessed thing ; 
and under the remembrance of many seasons 
of former favour, my soul blesses and mag- 
nifies the name of Zion's King, who is 
worthy for ever : He has been as a stay and 
a staff to my mind, under many deep afflic* 
tions ; and I have learnt to put my trust 
in Him-" 

On the 1st of the 1st month, 1814, she 
expressed a fear that the work was not com- 
plete in righteousness, and that she was 
defective in purity, as her prayers for deli- 
verance from such sufferings, and for trans- 
lation to the heavenly kingdom, did not 



Digitized by 



JANE SHIPLIBY. 61 

ascend with such acceptance as to obtain 
an answer ; yet as one of God's elect, she 
continued to cry unto Him day and night. 
On the 2nd she was heard to pray : Oh, 
most merciful Father! if it be thy blessed 
mil, be pleased to cftt the work short in 
righteousness, and recieve me into thy hea- 
venly kingdom ; for I have no one to trust to 
but Thee, for help; who still remainest to 
be the strength and salvation of thy people." 
She^rwards said: « Though I am very 
afflicted in body, yet I am comfortable and 
resigned in mind," And on the 6th of the 
same month, she quietly departed this life 
like one falling into a sweet sleep. * 

• For notices of some of the grands-children of Jane 
Shipley, see the children of her daughter Hannah Neave, 
in the « Annual Monitor;" yiz. in that for 1822, Jane Eliza 
Neate, and John Neave j and in that for 18S0, Sophia, 
EllaaheUi, Hannah, and Rebecca Neave. Mary Ann Neave„ 
the last surving daughter of John and Hannah Neave, died 
OB the 25th of the 1st month, 188K 
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NATHAN DBARMAN. 

Nathan Dbabman ivas the youngest scoi 
of John and Elisabeth Dearman of Braitb* 
waite, near Thorne, in Yorkshire ; (See Ap*- 
pendix pages 27 and 90.) He was born about 
the year 1740; and in the twenty-second 
year of his age^ married Mary, the on)iy 
child of John and Mary Huitson of Hull, and 
settled at Thome. (See Appendix, page S3.) 
He survived his wife about nineteen years. 

He was a man greatly beloved by his 
friends ; of a tender spirit ; and one who^r 
as he advanced in years, became increasingly 
instructed in the school of Christ. 

He was for many years in the station of 
Elder, which he filled to the satisfaction of 
his friends ; one of whom, that had spent 
several of the earlier years of his life under 



Digitized by 



NATHAN DEABMAN. 53 

his roof, in writing of him, says : I have 
oflen thought it a special favour from Pro- 
vidence, that I was placed under his care. 
He was a burning and a shining light, doubt- 
less to me, and I believe to all amongst 
whom he had his conversation. It is true 
his ^kingdom was not of this world;' but 
he had his eye and heart upon a better, as 
much, I think, as any person whom I have 
known. He was ^an Israelite indeed, in 
whom was no guile,' and therefore not apt 
to suspect it in others." 

After the death of his wife, he went to live 
in the neighbourhood of Barnsley; where 
he continued to reside till his marriage with 
Mary Linskill of Whitby ; to which place 
he then removed. His second wife died, 
after they had been married about a year ; 
and he then changed his residence to Scar- 
borough ; at which place he continued till 
after the death of his son-in-law James 

c 3 
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Bii€khou8e-3rd; (Seepage^ 187;) after which, 
he lemoyed to Darlington, and look up his 
abode with his widowed daughter, much to 
her comfort. But he had not been long 
with her, before his circumstances became 
involyed in ruin, through the failure of two 
of his sons, to whom he had intrusted his 
property ; and whom he had left in the 
business he had been ccmcerned in at 
Bamsley. 

He bore this trial, as well as others that 
befel him, with Christian patience and re- 
signation ; and through his uprightness and 
int^^tj, retained to the last the love and 
esteem of Friends, who were well satisfied 
that he had not to reproach himself, with 
haying occasioned his difficulties, by an 
inordinate desire of gain; that rock on 
.which so many split; and that nothing 
dishonourable could be laid to his charge ; 
and they felt, that in haying fitUen a yictim 
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to too much confidence in his sons^ and 
neglect of his own interests, he was much 
more entitled to sympathy than censure. 

/ Being unwilling that the family of bis 
daughter should be brought under any feeh 
ings of gloom, from witnessing his conflicts 
in this season of long protracted perplexity, 
h^ retired to Campsall, a Tillage near the 
place of his birth ; but here finding hhnsdf 
too far from any meeting of Friends, to be 
able regularly to assemble with them for the 
purpose of worshiping the Most High in 
company, he left this place, and fixed his 
residence at Bridlington, from whence he 
addressed a letter to one of his daughters, 
of which the following is an extract. 

I continue to like this place, which is 
much more comfortable to my mind than 
Campsall, from the privilege of meeting and 
sitting with Friends ; for though our number 

c 4 
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is small, yet, as thou remarkest, good is not 
confined to that; and where the two or the 
three are gathered in the Master's name, He 
will be with them : but here is the difficulty 
and loss of poor man ; for want of attention 
to the Divine gift, he wanders from, and does 
not always feel this animating power, with- 
out which all our meeting together is in 
vain. And I often think what a precious 
blessing this is, that we are put into a 
situation to find this power, and thereby to 
work out our own salvation ; which is an 
individual work ; and not confined to num- 
bers or place ; and, Oh ! poor and low as 
I am, the frequent breathing of my mind is, 
that this may be my happy experience ; and 
that all my afflictions may contribute to 
work the good work of sanctification and 
redemption." 

After residing some years at Bridlington, 
his strength began to decline, and he again 
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mooved to Scarborough,, to be near one of 
his daughters, who was married and settled 
there; and at this place he peacefully 
finished his course, on the 26th of the 9th 
month, 1811 ; aged about seventy-one years. 



MARY DEARMAN. 

. Ma&y Deabman of Thorne, wife of 
Nathan Deannan, (See Appendix, page 5S,) 
was a woman of deep piety, and a highly 
esteemed and very useful member of our 
Society. 

About a year before her decease, when she 
was in a tried . state of mind, she was ad- 
dressed by a valued relative, in a religious 
opportunity which occurred . in her own 
house, in very encouraging language ; soon 
after which, she broke forth in expressions 
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of lamentation over her o^n state, and con* 
eluded, no doubt under the renewal of her 
faith, with adopting the memorable words 
of the prophet Habakkuk, saying : * O, 
that I was as in months past, as in the days 
when God preserved me ; when his candle 
shined upon my head; and when by his 
light I walked through darkness : yet Thou,' 

Lord ! knoWest the integrity of my heart, 
and that I have endeavoured to serve Thee. 
And, ^although the fig-tree should not blos- 
som, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the 
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields 
shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut 
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd 
in the stalls : yet I will rgoice in the Lord ; 

1 will joy in the God of my salvation.' " 

She had at various times said, that if only 
prepared to die, it seemed to her most desir- 
able to be taken in such a manner, as to 
be spared the trial of taking leave of near 
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, connexions : and this desire was n^eicifully 
granted her; for she died very suddenly. 
Her age was fifty«four years. 



The foUowing memoir of her is a copy of 
an address written by her husband, Nathan 
Dearman, to their children on the occasion. 

<^ On the SSnd day of the 10th month, 17S8 ; 
died my beloved wife Mary Dearman. She 
was the daiq^hter of John and Mary Huitson 
of Hull." [See Appendix, pages 83 and 58.] 

To her memory I am induced to pay the 
following tribute of affection and gratitude^ 
sincerely desiring that any of our beloved 
children, into whose hands these lines may 
fall, may, in the perusal thereof, bring the many 
eminent virtues of the dear deceased to their 
recollection; that it may thereby be truly 
said, that ^ though dead she still speaketh.' 

c 6 
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As a wife, she was to me a true help 
meet,^ and a very affectionate and pleasing 
companion for nearly thirty-years ; partakii^ 
in my joys, and trnly sympathising with 
me in every trying dispensation, and haying 
an uncommon depth of understanding, both 
in natural and Divine things, she was often 
an instrument of help for my good in both 
respects. 

" As a mother j to you, my dear children, 
ihe was truly valuable; treating you with 
the greatest afiection and kindness, watching 
over you with feeling solicitude for your 
good : and when I recollect her tender care 
over you in infancy ; and with what pleasure 
she performed the toils of the day in nursing 
you, or seeing you were properly cared for, 
having you much in her presence, I have 
often been filled with admiration, at her 
being enabled to go through the labours <^ 
that day ; considering the weakness and ten* 
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derness of her frame ; and therefore I hope 
jou will gratefully remember her, and let 
her example animate yon to care and watch" 
ftilness, if ever a similar situation should 
be yonrs. 

As a mistress, she was equalled by few, 
ruling by loye more than by authority ; 
treating our servants and apprentices with- the 
tenderness of a mother, watching oyer them 
for good, and requiring no more of them 
than seemed consistent for the labour of 
the day. And such was the sweetness of 
her temper, that I belieye, few, if any, eyer 
saw her in anger : and I haye cause to think 
her good example, and circumspect life, 
were blessed of the Lord ; for we had two 
maid-seryants and an apprentice, conyinced 
of the Truth, who joined the Society while 
in our family; and who proyed faithful, 
and were ^ servants not serving with eye 
service, but as in God's fear and presence.' 
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As a neighbour and friend, she was much 
bdoyed; and her prudence, humility, and 
charity, gave her ready access at all times 
to those in affluence: with several of this 
description she was in the habit of occasion- 
ally visiting ; and such was their confidence 
in her, that she seldom asked of them rdief 
for the needy in vain. By this means, and 
the addition of her own mite, she frequently 
administered comfort to the sick and in* 
digent; and few had greater sympathy, or 
more Christian feeling for such, especially 
for the aged poor. 

^< Thus, my beloved children, as these 
things presented to my mind, I thought I 
should be most easy to pen them down for 
you, and thus hold out to you my encourage- 
ment to walk in the same steps ; that like 
her, being mindful ^to keep a conscience 
void of offence toward God and man,' you 
BOij^ when the awful message is sent to apy 
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of your houses, be in such a prepared state 
as to receive the welcome salutation of, ^Come 
thou, and entar into the joy of thy Lord,' 
and into thy master's rest. 

She had long been in a very delicate state 
of health, but was not confined to her room : 
and on the last afternoon of her life, she 
sat up with us in the parlour, and appeared 
cheerful and composed ; but had great 
difficulty in getting up stairs in the evening, 
passed rather a restless night ; and towards 
morning was seized with an alarming drow^ 
. siness ; and about noon she expired, but so 
easily that' the moment of her departure 
could not be distinguished, though I was 
sitting near her bed. 

"Oh, my beloved children! we have 
indeed lost a treasure ; but the belief that 
our loss is her gain, helps to reconcile this 
otherwise painful separation* 
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^ After a large, solemn, and favoured 
meeting, her remains were interred at Thorne^ 
on the 36th, near those of our beloved son 
John, who like' her, was suddenly and 
unexpectedly removed from us ; but I trust 
from his innocent and circumspect life, was 
prepared for the awful change* He died 
in the twenty-fourth year of his age ; much 
lamented by all who knew him." 

"Nathan Dearman." 
n^tne, lOth MatUh 3Ut, im. 



Nathan and Mary Deabman had seven 
children, viz. 

John, who died at Thorne, aged twenty-four 

years. (See Account of him.) 
Mary, who married James Backhouse-3rd> 

(See page 137.) 
Richard, married first, Sarah Raywood, 

second, Elizabeth Ray wood. 
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Nathan, died suddenly at Leeds, unmarried. 
Elizabeth, married Edward Robson. (See 

Account of him in this Appendix.) 
RobeAt, married first, Mary Dickenson, 

second, Mary Ray wood, and died at Leeds. 
Martha, married Isaac Mennell. (See 

Account of him in this Appendix.) 



JOHN DEARMAN.— 9iiD. 



John Dearman, whose decease is briefly 
noticed in the account of Mary Dearman, 
was the son of Nathan and Mary Dearman of 
Thorne, at which place he was born in the 9tb 
month, 1763. He resided with his parents 
till he attained to manhood, when he went 
to Ireland, and lived for about two years 
in the family of Robert Dudley, where he 
was greatly esteemed. 
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On his return to England, he entered into 
boainess at Bamsley; but after residing' 
there a short time he took a severe cold, and 
went to Thorne to be nursed under parental 
care. He became worse after his arrival at 
Thome, and died suddenly on the 1st of 
the 5th month, 1787 ; being the third day 
after his arrival in that place, and in the 
twenty-fourth year of his age. 

He was a young man, who from his 
childhood had hearkened to the instruction 
of his father, and ^ad not forsaken the law 
of his mother," whose chief desire for their 
children was, that they might walk in the 
fear of God : and he also was very solicitous 
that this might be the case with himself and 
their other children. 

The following extract of a letter from him, 
written only a little more than six weeks 
before his decease, to one of his brothers 
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who hadgiyen way to temptation, exhibits his 
fraternal affection and Christian solicitude 
for him. And his views of the fleeting nature 
of earthly things, and of the transcendent ex- 
cellence of those of eternal duration, are also 
set forth in the piece entitled, ^^Reflections 
on a Burial Ground," which follows the ex- 
tract from this letter ; and which was written 
during his short residence at Bamsley. 



Bamsley, 16th of 3rd month 1787. 

^^Dear Brother, 
Ever since my return I have had a wish 
io address thee, yet one hindrance or other 
has . hitherto prevented the accomplishment 
of it. But finding my mind this morning 
more strongly impressed with a brother's 
regard for thy future welfare, I cannot well 
forego the opportunity of communicating 
my weak and feeble sentiments ; in addition 
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to that advice which parental affection 
has already administered ; advice which I 
hope and believe, will have a lasting effect 
on thy mind, and tend to the restoration of 
that peace, which can only be witnessed by 
those whose minds are enstranged and alien- 
ated from the entangling snares and allure- 
ments of vice, under every specious form 
and appearance. Of ourselves we are indeed 
but weak and feeble ; subject to swerve from 
the line of rectitude by the smallest induce- 
ments. And we can never experience true 
satisfaction of mind, until made fully sensible 
of the necessity of relying on that Divine 
Arm, which alone can support us through 
the thorny and obstructed path of life. 

Many are the trials which perhaps thou 
hast to pass through ; but I believe, if resig- 
nation to the Divine Disposer of events takes 
place, they will be much easier to bear. 
I wish thee to be encouraged ; and I hope 
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thou wilt be enabled to surmount, and 
triumph over every difficulty which may in 
future await thee. 

"Above all things beware of improper 
connexions ; they steal insensibly on the 
unwatchful : by them many minds are led 
from stage to stage, until, entirely absorbed 
in licenciousness and vice, they no longer 
hesitate to join in scenes, from which they 
formerly would have recoiled with horror. 

" I believe thou wilt attribute my motives 
in thus addressing thee, to that affection 
which dictated to my pen these lines; they 
proceed from an earnest desire for a brother's 
welfare, whose happiness will ever constitute 
a considerable part of that enjoyed by his 
very affectionate borther, 

John Deabman/' 
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Reflectionft on a Burial Groimdy 

ADDRBSSBD TO A FRIBND. 



Bui 9haa die as men, and fall like one of the 
prinee$, — ^Ps. Ixxxii. 7. 

My friend, believe the Prophefs power; 

And O I believe the Muse*s tale. 
The time shall come, the fatal hour, 

When wealth and honour nought avail. 

When strength and might shall low be laid, 
And all the pride of wit be gone ; 

When to the solemn silent shade. 
Shall be consigned the busy tongue. 

Ahl Where's that great, that fond parade, 
Which n^ark'd the monarch on the throne: 

Ah ! where*s the voice that oft displayed 
The eloquence of Greece or Rome ? 

JLiOW in the dust, the silent grave. 
Are all these mighty honours laid. 

The king, the subject, and the slave 
Repose alike in nature's bed. 
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No more they know the distance great. 
Which interven*d on life's short stage : 

They here possess the cairn retreat ; 
In silence all, from age to age. 

No more the giddy voice of song. 
Awakes to joy the young, the gay : 

No more the nuptial rites prolong. 
With festive mirth the exhausted day. 

Where is the pride of features fled? 

Ah! how shall heauty now enslave! 
The finely mingled white and red 

Are not distinguished in the grave. 

No more shall sentiment appeal*; 

Or friendship's soothing power be known 
To shed the sympathetic tear, 

0*er woes, o'er sorrows not its own. 

No more on contemplation's wing. 
To starry realms the sage shall soar; 

Nor trace the secret, silent spring. 
Which rolb the tide from shore to shore. 

No more shall Esculapius' son 
Defy the Tyrant's hostile power; 

£'en as the rest. Death seals his doom; 
Nor can his art avert the hour. 
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All these avail not Sblemn night 
Spreads its dark pinions o'er the tomh. 

There's not a ray shall cheer the sight. 
Nor a bright thought the mind illume. 

Then ah I believe the Prophet's power, 
Then ah ! believe the Muse's tale. 

The time will come, the fatal hour, 
When wealth and honour nought avail. 

But hark ! I hear a voice Divine, 
Proclaim in accents deep and strong 

** Mortal, reflect I though there's a time 
When all descend into the tomb ; 

Yet, aided by religion's power. 
Fair virtue ^hall triumphant rise ; 

Shall at death's dread, dissolving hour. 
Find a bright mansion in the skies." 

John Dearmait, 

Bamsley. 
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THOMAS AND MARY ROB SON. 

The first individual connected with the 
Society of Friends, of the family of Robsons 
of Darlington, was Thomas Robson ; who 
was convinced of the principles of Friends 
in early life, and became an exemplary 
member of the Society* His wife was Mary, 
daughter of Thomas and Margaret Hedley, 
already mentioned in, these Memoirs. (See 
Appendix, page 3.) 

Thomas and Mary Robson had two sons, 
named Thomas <See Account of him Appen- 
dix, page 74) and Stephen, (See Account 
of him Appendix, page 75,) who appear 
to have been brought up with religious 
care. 



d 
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THOMAS AND MARGARET R0BS6n. 



Thomas RoB>8oir, the elder son of Thomas 
and Mary Robson, vins a man of strikingly 
upright, asd honourable character ; and 
highly esteemed both in civil and religious 
society. He was remarkably thankful in 
times of prosperity, and patii^t and resigned 
in times of adversity. For many years he 
occupied the station of Elder in our Soeiety 
to the comfort of Friends. He died at Dar- 
lington on the 29th of the 4th month, 1819, 
aged seventy-six years. His ^ife was 
Margaret Pease, daughter ofi Edward and 
Elizabeth Pease of Darlington. (See Appen- 
dix, page IS.) She was » valunble Friend, 
uniting with her husband in bringing up 
their large family with religious care. She 
died in the 4th month, I80S, aged sixty-four 
years. 
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Thomas and Mabgabet Rob son had 
seven children, viz. 

Edwabd, who married Elizabeth Dearman, 
daughter of Nathan and Mary Dearman of 
Thorne; (See Appendix, pages 52 and 64, 
and Account of him page 77.) 

Thomas, married Elizabeth Stephenson. 

Nathan, married Rachel Brady. 

Maby, married Thomas Ellerby. 

Ann, married John Mounsey. 

Stephen, married Sarah Waterhouse. 

Mabgabet, married William Richardson. 



STEPHEN ROB SON. 

Stephen Rob son, the younger son of 
Thomas and Maiy Robson, of Darlington, 
ranked high both as a literary and scientific 
character, and especially as a botanist: 
he was the author of a British Flora," 
d 3 
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arranged according to the natural orders of 
plants, which was one of the earliest works 
upon that plan in the Elnglish language. 

He combined with his acquirements great 
cheerfulness, meekness, and piety, giving 
a righteous preference to things of eternal 
importance ; and thus he became prepared, 
when but a young man, for a removal from 
this state of probation to a state of eternal 
glory. He died at Darlington in the 5th 
month, 1779, aged thirty-eight years. His 
wife was Ann Awmack. She was a Friend 
in good esteem, and died in 1792, aged 
forty-seven years. 

Stephen and Ann Robson left one son 
named Thomas, who settled at Sunderland, 
and married Anne Capper, daughter of Jasper 
and Anne Capper of Stoke Newington. (See 
Appendix, page 91.) 



Digitized by 



BDWABD ROBSON. — IST. 77 



STANZAS 

BY — ^ OOLLING, OF DARLIjrGTON, 
OV TBB DBATB OF 8. &0B80N. 

• » • * 

*'Thou knewest the cause why all the planets roil. 
And hidden mysteries in various arts; 
Yet lost not sight of what secures the soul 
When it from this frail mortal body parts. 

Thy Flora * stands a monument of fame. 
And proves thy merits more than friendship can; 

It throws immortal honour on thy name, 
And shows the learned, modest, useful man \ " 



EDWARD ROBdON.--.ltt. 

Edwabd R0B8ON9 of Darlington, \?as the 
eldest son of Thomas and Margaret Rob$on^ 
(See Appendix, pages 74 and 75,) *and 
^as born on the 17th of the 10th month, 
1763 : he married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Nathan and Mary Dearman^ of Thorne, in 
d 3 
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Yorkshire, (See Appendix, pages 52 and 65,) 
on the 4th of the 7th month, 1788. He 
was a dutiful son, an affectionate husband, 
and a tender parent, a much beloved friend 
and interesting companion; of liberal sen- 
timents; diffident, prudent, and discrimina- 
ting; of sound religious principle, and of 
exemplary life and conversation; of superior 
mental endowments ; partial to science gene- 
rally, to natural Mstory in parti(iular; and 
as a botanist, attained to considerable emi- 
nence. 

As a tradesman, he was just and honour- 
able in all his dealings ; and has often been 
heard to say, that had he made the accumu- 
lation of wealth his object, he thought he 
might have been as successful as some of his 
more affluent contemporaries ; but, though 
concerned to provide things honest in the 
sight of men, in which endeavour he was 
blessed; his pursuits were of a higher and 



Digitized by 



mwAm moBsoN. — Ist. -79 



more intellectiiftl otder, and such as yielded 
both pleasure and pmitable reflection* 

In all his studies^ he ^^looked through 
nature, up to nature's God ; " and seemed 
to derive his greatest delight from connecting 
the wonders of creation, with the wisdom 
of the Eternal* 

In a mind thus imbued, vital religion 
shone with a modest, but pure flame ; and his 
actions exhibited the sincere but unaffected 
Christian. 

His services in meetings for discipline were 
very valuable. His clear perception and in* 
flexible integrity, united with great meekness, 
frequently contributed to the maintenance 
of right order, and to the preservation of the 
impartial exercise of the discipline. 

The illness which terminated his estimable 
d 4 
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life was a disease of the heart, and attended 
with frequent attacks of great suffering; 
which he bore with calm resignation and 
firmness of mind, frequently expressing a 
belief that his continuance would not be 
long, and evincing the most lively concern 
that he might be found ready" for his 
final change. 

After consulting several medical men, who 
differed much in sentiment as to the nature of 
his complaint, he set out for London in the 
beginning of the 5th month, 1813, accom- 
panied by his wife, intending to have the 
opinion of some other physicians, and also 
to attend the Yearly Meeting. They tra- 
velled in a single-horse chaise, and spent 
some time upon the road. 

For several days before they reached 
Tottenham, his indisposition appeared to 
increase ; yet he was generally cheerful, and 



Digitized by 



BDWABD BOBSON.^lST. 



^fien expressed his satisfaction at having left 
home, and with their mode of travelling. 

They arrived at Tottenham in the evening 
of the 14th of the 5th month ; and on entering 
the house of their kind relations, William 
and Mary Janson, he appeared more than 
usually exhausted, and requested to have 
tea as soon as it could be prepared; which 
repuest was readily complied with, but he 
was able to take very little ; and it was with 
difficulty that he bore up till a bed was 
made ready for him. 

After he had rested awhile, he said to his 
wife : " Thou wouldest perhaps be surprised, 
my love, that I opposed our going forward to 
London this evening; but I may now tell thee, 
that J believe it would have been impossible 
for me to have travelled six miles, further, 
I am so ill. I felt unwilling to tell thee of 
it before, lest it should discourage thee; 

d 5 
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and, perhaps a night's rest may restore me 
to the state of health that I have usually 
been in/' 

In the course of the night he had much 
sickness and pain, but conversed with his 
usual serenity; and remarked that however 
his illness might terminate, he could not 
blame himself for having left home: and, 
looking at his wife, he said with a smile : 
" I'll tell thee, my love, what I have been 
thinking. I have been garnishing the sepul* 
chres of my forefathers at home," [alluding 
to the planting of some trees round Friends' 
burying ground at Darlington,] ^^and am 
now come to lay my bones among strangers." 
And seeing her weep, he affectionately took 
hold of her hand, and with great tender^ 
ness said: "Nay, my love, do not grieve; 
it is no matter where I lie. And let us 
remember, we have been favoured to live 
together much longer than falls to the lot 
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of many; and if I had died .fifteen years 
ago, when our children were younger, and 
we very differently situated many ways, it 
would have been much harder: and though 
in thee and thy dear family, I have more 
to attach me to life than most men, yet 
thou knowest my attachments to the world 
have been less than those of many; and it 
now mak^s the prospect of leaving it less 
painful. Oh, my dear ! we must endeavour, 
after resignation, perfect resignation, though 
it is sometimes hard to attain. 

^^Dost thou recollect our dear sister Mar-* 
garet's prayer, when we were at Sunderland ?" 
And on his wife answering that she not only 
remembered it^ but that it had been brought 
to her recollection in a peculiar manner that 
night, he added: ^^So it has ta mine; in 
which she craved the support of those present, 
whether afflicted in body or mind ; and that 
4hough the cup handed to them might be 

d6 
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bitter indeed : and they might be ready to 
pray that it might pass from them ; yet, that 
they might be brought into a capacity to 
accept it, and say, ^ Not my -will, but thine, 
O Lord, be done ! ' and he expressed aa 
earnest desire that this might be their 
experience that night. 

Seventh-day morning he continued very 
ill and was bled, but found no relief; yet 
the apothecary said, he thought there were 
no symptoms that appeared to him danger* 
ous : his patient however thought very differ^^ 
ently. The night was a very suffering one; 
yet he frequently conversed pleasantly with 
his wife, and expressed how much he felt 
for her at that time, and had felt for her at 
other seasons ; and how tender their attach- 
ment had* been to each other during their 
union, and added : I am afraid I shall 
weary thee out with want of rest:" and he 
mentioned their dear children ; and observed 
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that he had sometimes felt the distance he 
was from them and home, painfully, bat 
said : at other times, I consider it a fitvour ; 
for to see them at this time, when I am so 
weak, would be more than I should know 
how to support." He then mentioned them 
individually, and said : he hoped they would 
all be great comforts and supports to his dear 
wife, adding : " I have always considered it 
a blessing, our having such a son-in«law; 
and, I doubt not, but he will care for and 
assist you all." Observing his wife to weep, 
he endeavoured to sooth her, and said : Let 
us be resigned and thankful, my dear love ; 
we have much to be thankful for." 

On first-day morning, the 16th, he was still 
very ill, and requested that none but his wife ' 
might come into the. room, saying : I feel 
it sufficient work to keep quiet, my afflictions 
are so great." 



Digitized by 



86 



APPEKDIX. 



Being told that some Friends had called to 
inquire after him, he desired his dear love 
might be given to them all; and said he 
esteemed their calling to inquire after him 
very kind, and hoped they "would not take 
amiss his not seeing them, adding ; I cannot 
see company; my disorder is so powerful^ 
it is all I can do to keep my mind stilL 
I am afraid of any thing discomposing the 
quiet I endeavour to maintain." 

About noon he received a visit from a 
physician, who, after consulting with the 
attendant apothecary, returned with him into 
the chamber of thehr patient, when he desired 
the physician to inform him what he thought 
of his situation, and the nature of his coni- 
plaint; and looking earnestly at the phy- 
sician, he said : I have often thought that 
medical men did very wrong, in not properly 
infcmning theix patients of their real situa* 
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tion ; though I am aware that in some cases 
it requires care. B.ut I have been long sensi«^ 
ble of the danger of my own ; and I ain 
prepared for all you may say on the subject* 
And, I may tell you, my friends, I am much 
more afraid of not being able to bear with 
Christian fortitude and patience my great 
aiBictions, than I am of death. No, my 
friends, I am not afraid to die !" 

After this he conversed with them; and 
told them what other medical men had 
thought of his disorder ; and also, his own 
opinion of it. When they were gone, he 
said : " They are like other doctors, quite 
puzzled with my case, aiid make me think 
a little differently to what I had done ; but 
though I am ready at times to hope it may 
not be so bad as I have thought it myself ; 
yet, when 1 calmly consider my disease from 
its commencement to the present time, I 
always return to my old established opinion ; 
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and that will, I believe, shortly be found 
to be correct." 

In the night his sufferings were inexpres* 
sibly great, from continued sickness and 
violent spasms at his chest. Towards morn- 
ing he looked up, and observing his wife 
watching him, he kissed her and said : No 
hireling watches while I sleep. O, my love i 
I cannot desire thee to be night after night, 
and day after day without rest; though I 
can hardly bear the thought of receiving 
assistance from . any one else ; yet I am 
sensible it will not do; thou wilt be quite 
overdone and worn out. I am afraid of 
seeing our dear relations, I am so weak ; but 
when my brother Mounsey comes, I hope he 
will relieve thee ; he is a good nurse." 

On the 17th, several of his relations got 
to Tottenham, and did all that they could 
to alleviate the sufferings of the dear invalid 
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and of his wife, by their kind sympathy 
and attentions; as did also those at whose 
house they were detained by this trying ill- 
ness, affording them every accommodation 
and attention that tenderness could suggest. 

One morning in the course of this week, 
observing his wife weeping by him, he said : 

To see thee weep, my love, a few days 
since gave me great concern; but now it 
does not affect me, I have gotten over it." 
And speaking of the violent oppression he 
felt, he said : ^' I have often read that part 
of Job Scott's Journal, where his last suffer- 
ings are recorded ; but never till now could 
enter into his feelings. Oh, this oppression 
and the extreme irritation I feel ! I did not 
think human nature could have supported 
such extreme sufferings." 

In the course of the 21st, he slept, fre- 
quently, and sometimes wandered a little; 



Digitized by 



90 



APPENDIX. 



and a short time before he died, looking at 
his brother Mounsey, he said : John, am 
I sensible V* The reply intimating that he 
was not always so, he said: ^' Bat of this I 
am sensible— -I am just going/' Then closing 
his eyes, he expired in a few minutes; haying 
through the whole of his illness evinced his 
entire resignation to the Divine will; and 
proved the power of Christian faith and hope 
to remove all fear of death. 

His remains were interred in Friends* 
burial-ground, in Bunhill-Fields,' London, 
on the S6th of the 5th month, 1813. His age 
was forty«nine years and a half. 

Edward and Elizabeth Robson had four 
children, viz* 

Mart, bom the 14th of the 7th month, 
1789, married Edward Backhouse. (See 
. jmges 75 and 86.) 
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Edward, born the 39th of the 13th month, 
1791, married Jane, daughter of Jonathan 
and Anne Backhouse. (See pages 75 and 
87, and an Account of him, page 115.) 

Dearman, born the ISth of the 5th month, 
1794, married Rebecca Robson, (born the 
31st of the 7th month, 1805,) on the 
10th of the 8th month, 1836, daughter of 
Thomas and Anne Robson. (See Appendix, 
page 76.) 

Ann, bom the S4th of the 7th month, 1797, 
married Jonathan Richardson, (bom the 
16th of the 11th month, 1803,) son of 
Thomas and Elizabeth Richardson. (Siee 
pages 87 and 88.) 



JASPER AND ANNE CAPPER. 

Jasper Capper, was the son of William 
and Rebecca Capper^ of Rugeley, Stafford- 
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shire/ and was born in 1751. His parents 
were members of the Church of England, 
and brought up their numerous family in 
strict conformity with their own religious 
views* In the early part of his life, he waft 
made sensible of serious impressions ; and 
was in the practice of reading a portion 
of the Holy Scriptures, before he left his 
room in a morning. On these occasions he 
frequently made a pause, in order silently to 
wait upon Him who, he was persuaded, 
alone could open the Sacred Writings to his 
understanding. 

While yet a youth, he accompanied one of 
his brothers, who was about to take orders, 
to London; and, when in the metropolis, 
they called upon Mary Knowles, who was 
an acquaintance of their father. In the 
course of conversatioq, she was informed that 
James was destined for a clergyman; upon 
which she addressed herself to him, and gav^ 
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him a description of the qualifications which 
she deemed essential to a true minister of the 
Gospel. This address had little effect upon 
his mind, but sunk deeply into his brother 
Jasper's; and he was, in consequence, in- 
duced to go to a Friend's meeting. Further 
reflection, enquiry, and conviction, made him 
resolve to unite himself with Friends; on 
which account he suffered very deeply, as 
his parents were greatly opposed to it. 

His father not only refused to assist him in 
going into business, but never could be pre- 
vailed on to see him more. This was cause 
of much anguish to his affectionate heart; yet 
he was enabled to continue firm in what he 
saw to be required of him. He remained in 
London, where he was kindly noticed by a 
few Friends; the house of John Fry, in 
Whitechapel, was always open to him. He 
went there one day, while under much ex- 
ercise respecting his Other's severe treatment, 

I 
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and found several Friends assembled ; among 
whom was Barbara Dmry, who was engaged 
in religious testimony. Without knowing 
an J thing of his situation, she addressed him 
very remarkably; expressing her appre- 
hension that he was und^r great conflict 
respecting some requiring of duty ; and also 
her fiiU belief that if he became willing 
to be obedient thereto, though he might be 
called upon to give up all that was most 
dear to him, and every prospect of outward 
success; yet the Lord would abundantly 
repay him, and would ultimately bless him, 
not only with spiritual but with temporal 
increase. 

This proved to his distressed mind a very 
seasonable and encouraging communication. 
He soon became sensible of a sincere 
desire for the best welfare of his dear 
family ; and, in 1776, he ventured to write 
to his sister Mary, endeavouring thereby 
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to awaken in her a serious concern for her 
eternal salvation. This letter, however, fail- 
ed in producing the effect designed, and he 
received from his sister an answer which was 
far from satisfactory to him : the following 
are extracts from his reply to it. 



London f %Sth of September , 1776. 
" Dear Sister, 

I desire to ask you this question : By 
what standard did you examine my letter? 
not by the doctrine of our Saviour and his 
apostles, I am convinced, or you could not 
have accused me of enthusiasm; for, as I 
understand the word, enthusiasm is a mis- 
taken zeal; but, where zeal is directed by 
truths handed down to us for our direction, 
it cannot be too fervent. But the misfortune 
is, we cannot always maintain such a zeal. If 
you call it a fit, because it is a frame of mind 
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I am likely to fall from, I agree to it ; bat 
this is owing to my own weakness, and for 
want of steadfast faith and trust in Him who 
would support me; but, to prove I was, at 
the time of writing to you, under proper 
impressions, could I constantly maintain 
them, they would not only warm my heatt 
with a continual and proper sense of the 
gratitude due to my Redeemer, but render 
it impossible for me to do any one an injury, 
or fall into the least sin. Ought then these 
impressions to be stifled ? or ought we not 
rather to press after them ? 

" If I remember right, I addressed myself 
to your heart before, but you have answered 
me in haste; and I am sensible never asked 
your poor innocent heart one question about 
it; but in the strength of your own reason 
you have confided, and I will endeavour to 
prove you have trusted to a broken reed ; * 
therefore answer me a question ; and if your 
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heart does not give it the negative, then ask 
yourself if you do not deny your Redeemer, 
by making bis Gospel of none effect. Did 
your heart assent to this assertion in your 
letter, that you look upon "a sincere, 
humble, and uniform adherence to the rules 
of moral duties, as the substance of our faith 
and doctrine Surely not ! for this excludes 
all Christianity ; as it is possible to be a 
strict moralist without one grain of true 
religion. Many of the heathens were so; 
and even atheists may be so. 

Our blessed Saviour himself condemned 
the scribes and pharisees, who were strictly 
moral; they carried themselves uprightly 
as to their moral characters, and were looked 
upon by the world as the best of men ; they 
fasted twice in the week, and were not (as one 
of them said) extortioners, unjust. Sec. and 
gave tithes of all that they possessed ; yet 
what does the Lord, who knew their hearts, 
e 
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calltheip? Hypocrites! who prayed to God 
with their Jips, bat whose hearts were fiir 
from Him. How is it frequently with us ? 
Are not you and I like unto them ? 

I shall not wish for quite so sudden an 
answer as to my last ; but one more to the 
matter, and honestly produced by serious 
judgment; a little further from the sur&ce 
than your other. My intention was not to 
accuse or to dictate, but to warn you; with 
a desire to enquire after these things. In 
true brotherly love, being sensible of my own 
errors horn a very sinful n^lect, 

Your tme friend and affectionate brother, 

" Jasper Capper." 



This letter produced a considerable effect 
upon his sister ; who, after haying thorou^ly 
examined the principles of Friends, became 
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convinced of the propriety of her joining 
them in religious profession ; in consequence 
of which^ she also was forbidden her father's 
hoiise^ and neyer saw it again. Her mother, 
however, after her husband's death, became 
reconciled to both her children ; and Mary 
had the comfort of residing with her, and of 
soothing her declining years. By the change 
in this dear sister's religious views, Jasper 
was much comforted, and he possessed in her 
as long as he lived, a true and sympathizing 
friend. 

In 1778, he married Anne Fry ; and they 
had a large family, for whom they long found 
it difSicult to provide; but their diligent 
endeavours were greatly blessed : they then 
were engaged to distribute liberally of that 
with which they were entrusted ; and were 
particularly careful to educate and assist 
such as had any claims upon them, of whom 
there were a large number. 

e 2 
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For many years Jasper Capper vas af- 
flicted with the gout to a distressing degree ; 
and in the latter part of his life with angina 
pectoris. He bore his sufferings with much 
sweetness and patience, though his pain 
frequently was indescribably great. The 
following notes were made at the time of 
his last illness, and contain a few of his 
expressions when near his close. 

9tnd of the lOlh monthy 1819, he said : 
<^ I have had a woful night ; but if all these 
afflictions are but sanctified to me, I hope 
I shall be enabled to bear them with resign 
nation;" and to his dear wife: May the 
God of all grace preserve us unto the coming 
t>f the day of Jesus Christ ! May He sanctify 
us wholly, body, soul, and spirit! Let us 
remember his promise : He that has begun 
a good work in us, will finish it before the 
coming of that day." 
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7th of the 1 Uh month. In the morning he 
had a slight paralytic stroke. On recovering 
a little, he said : " Do not make yourselves 
uneasy, I am very comfortable." Soon afler 
he added: ^^I hope I shall die quite 
resigned; I do not feel myself elated or 
depressed.'' He seemed particularly alive to 
every little kind attention, and much afraid 
of occasioning trouble to those about him. 

9th of the llth month. He very solemnly 
said : ^ When my time is come, if I should 
say little or much, any thing or nothing^I 
request it may be said I died a sinner, relying 
on the mercy of God through Jesus Christ.'' 
He afterwards remarked : These are the 
days that must visit every family, for the 
Jiead to be parted from it ; and I hope I shall 
submit with becoming subjection. Why we 
should feel so many weaknesses we do not 
know ; but they are the visitations of Provi- 
dence, and no doubt there is a purpose in it." 
e S 
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lllA. He was depressed, and said : 

* I would bat cannot pray ; 
Sin has untanied my voice.* 

Ob» that I could ! Oh, that I could !" In the 
n%ht he said to a servant who was sitting up 
with him : I hope I shall not be impatient. 
Oh, my mind ! my poor mind ! 

" ' Oh ! that my heart was right with God ! 
Jesus apply the pardoning blood. 
And make me fit for heaven !* 

" None but Jesus can do helpless sinners 
good; and I am one." He then desired her 
sit to down lest she should be tired, adding : 
"All that I want is a < Peace; be still;'— a 
calm." 

\9ihn Another of the servants having said * 
that it gave her pleasure to wait on him, 
he expressed his sense of their kindness and 
love, and said : " I believe the oil has run 
down the beard, and descended even to the 
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skirts of the clothing. I feel that I love them 
as sisters and children." 

15th. Although he had frequently , been 
distressed with a sense of spiritual desertion, 
he was able this day to say : I think I have 
felt happier in some periods of this illness, 
than ever I did in my lif^." Soon after he 
added : I do feel desirous that if I should 
be continued longer, I may be preserved 
blameless, but I am afraid of myself; and 
it seems to me as if I should be more afraid 
to live than to die/' 

I9th. Though he had been remarkable 
for his kindness to the poor, he now feared 
he had not done enough for them, and gave 
directions .that those who were in distress 
might be relieved; remarking at the same 
time, how he was surrounded by comforts, 
which they did not possess. 

e 4 
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16th of the 12th month. In conversation 
with one of his daughters^ he said : I never 
saw myself so lost and undone without a 
Saviour, as I have done since this illness. 
I have gone through a great deal, and suffered 
inexpressible anguish of mind; and, but 
for a little ray of faith in the Saviour, what 
should I have done 1 He has paid our great 
debt. I wish my children to be all children 
of one book; they can read nothing better 
than the Bible. The more we read in that 
book, the more our faith is strengthened, 
hope enlivened, and the spiritual life in- 
creased. 1 advise thee to read it in prefer- 
ence to every thing else ; with secret desii'e 
to have it explained to thy understanding. 
Unless the Holy Spirit reveals it to us, we 
cannot comprehend it." 

This advice was in striking conformity 
with his example for many years ; a Bible 
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and hjmn book having been his almost 
constant companions. 

24ith. He seemed as well as for some days 
before ; and on retiring to bed he remarked 
to his wife ; that, when he should be taken 
from her, in God would be her consolation. 

Soon after he laid down, a distressing diffi- , 
culty in breathing came on ; but upon sitting 
up he became somewhat relieyed. He was 
scarcely able to Speak ; but once requested 
that perfect stillness might be maintained, 
and some time aftet he gently and peacefully 
passed away ; and the evidence was granted 
that the Saviour upon whom he exclusively 
relied, had mercifully received his purified 
spirit into endless rest. 

Anne Capper, was the daughter of 
John and Frances Fry, and was born at 
Melksham, in Wiltshire, in the 8th month, 
e 5 
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1756. Her parents removed to London 
dnring her childhood ; and her mother soon 
became much indisposed, so that the care of 
the family devolved upon Anne while yet 
in early life. 

She survived her husband about two years. 
Her health had long been declining, and 
in the 6th month, 1821, her illness increased. 
At one time she remarked to one of her 
daughters : I hope I am not deceiving my- 
self ; but I have always had a great dread of 
the parting moment, and now that is entirely 
removed." A few days afterwards, she said : 

The abounding of consolation is beyond 
what I can describe ; all in great simplicity 
and nothingness, not any thing in which self 
can be exalted. I trust that my transgressions 
and my sins are blotted out." 

Although favoured with the incomes of 
her Heavenly Master's love, she had to pass 
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thrdiigli seasons of deep spiritual poverty^ 
in which the separation of soul and body 
appeared very awful ; and she saw distinctly 
that she stood in absolute iieed of an interest 
in Jesus, ^^the Advocate with the Father," 
This made her pray fervently for yet deeper 
and stronger evidence, that her sins wer^e 
forgiven her for his Name's sake ; and th^t 
her spirit might be sufficiently purified to'be 
admitted into the presence of her Lord. 

She passed several weeks under great bodily 
suffering, continuing to exhibit resignation to 
the Divine will; saying once, when she 
thought herself near the end ^ — I do not ask 
for an eiisy passage^ only that his will may 
be done." At another time she said : I 
have considered myself greatly favoured by 
the recollection that death is the gate of life ; 
and an humble hope hath been raised, that 
the conflicts of time may end in eternal rest, 
•through the unmerited mercy of the Redeemer;, 
e 6 
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irhich has brought my mind into an anxious 
desire for all my children, fitr distant, near, 
and present, that they may ej^perienee the 
fulness of eternal joy." 

On the Snd of the 9th month, she remarked 
to one of her daughters : I hope thoa en- 
deayourest to feel after Christ. I hope I do 
not deceive myself, when I think that He 
-will support me through, little and unworthy 
as I am. I am one for whom He made the 
propitiatory sacrifice; and I think, I may 
say, I have loved Him. In Him is mercy 
and plenteous redemption.** 

On the following day she appeared to have 
been largely favoured with the manifestation 
of Divine love in the secret of her soul, 
saying: that the promise to her that morning 
had been great, almost too great for her to 
express — that the close should be in perfect 
peace. 
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On the 4th of the 10th mmth^ in a message 
to a near relation, she said : Give my love 
to him, and tell him how empty and vague 
all things are, except the life of God in the 
soul of man." She spoke of her sufferings 
being prolonged ; but added : I do not wish 
the change to take place one minute before 
the right time." 

On one occasion when distressingly ill, 
her daughter remarking how great her suffer- 
ings were, she replied : But my God is 
underneath." She often said while in distress 
of body : " Thy will be done." Her strength 
continued very gradually to decline ; but her 
mind was still stayed upon the Almighty. 
v^U anxiety for the future was taken away ; 
and on one of her sons asking her if she had 
then any pain, she answered : None ; only 
weariness. I should be thankful to be re- 
leased, if it pleased my Heavenly Father to 
break my bands." 
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She was preserved through the few re« 
maining days of her life, in the same hnmUe 
resignation, full of love to her friends, and 
grateful for the attention of all about her; 
and on the 19th of the 11th month, 1821, 
she peacefully expired at her house at Stoke- 
Newington, near London, at the age of sixty- 
five; having been a minister about twenty 
years. 

Of the children of Jasper and Anne 
Capper, who lived to grow up, 

Samuel, married Elizabeth Naish; 
Rebecca, married Paul Beaven ; (See Piety 

Promoted, Part XI, page 189 ;) 
Anne, married Thomas Robson; (See Ap<» 

pendix, page 76 ;) 
Jasper, married Mary Cawthorne; 
Frances, married William Naish; 
John, married Mary Henbest; 
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Katharine, married John Backhouse; (See 
page 92;) 

Mart, married Thomas Mounsey, son of 
John and Ann Mounsey ; (See Appendix, 
page 75 ;) 

Sarah, married Anthony Harris. 



RICHARD LOWE. 



Richard Lowe of Worcester, was the 
son of Humphrey Lowe of the same place, 
who was a military man. The relations of 
Humphrey Lowe's wife, were of the Society 
of Friends ; and she dying whilst their family 
were young, the care of their children de- 
volved upon some of their relations of that 
religious denomination ; who, it is to be pre- 
sumed, trained themi up with Christian care ; 
for, with the exception of one son, named 
Edmund, who went into the army in early 
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life, but in maturer age forsook his un- 
christian calling, and with his wife joined 
the peaceable Society he had been educated 
amongst ; they all appear to have been from 
an early age decidedly religious characters^ 
and members of the Society of Friends. The 
three daughters, Susan, Anne, and Eliza- 
beth, the latter of whom married \o James 
Hudson, were all in the station of ministers ; 
and their brother Richard, the subject of 
this notice, who was a man of great piety 
and took a lively interest in the welfare of 
our Society, also sometimes spoke in that 
capacity. 

Richard Lowe was twice married ; his first 
wife was Sarah, daughter of Jeffery and 
Sarah Bevington, of Eatington, in Warwick- 
shire ; and his second wife, whom he married 
in 1782, was Elisabeth, daughter of John 
and Anna AUis of South wark; he was a very 
affectionate husband and parent, and earnestly 
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endeavoured to train up his children con- 
sistently with his religious profession. He 
was removed from his family whilst some 
of them were but infants. He died in 1796, 
having been in declining health for some 
time. Having sought an interest in Christ, 
and endeavoured to follow Him from early- 
life, he was favoured to partake of the strong 
consolations of the Gospel, in the prospect 
of an opening eternity. The following testi- 
mony to his humble confidence in the mercy 
of God, is left by his own hand. 

Who shall declare the mercies and good- 
ness of God ? Those who are favoured to feel 
his goodness renewed to their* souls from 
season to season : these can indeed say of a 
truth, that they are not able to describe the 
riches of his love, when He is pleased to lead 
them to his banqueting house, and give them 
to enjoy the dainties of his table. I hope I 
am not wrong in believing, and I esteem it a 
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very great mercy, that at this season, as well 
as at some others, I have felt an eyidence 
bearing witness in my mind, if it should 
please Divine Providence to cat the thread 
of my life, that through the mediation, in- 
tercession^ and righteousness of his dear Son, 
I should be admitted to the spirits of the just 
of every generation in his glorious kingdom, 
and be enabled to join with them in praises 
to God and the immaculate Lamb; and in 
singing the mysteries of redeeming love to all 
eternity. I am also favoured with a belief 
respecting my dear wife, that if it should 
please the Lord soon to remove me out of 
time. He will be a husband to the widow, 
and a &ther to the fatherless children." 

A few hours before his departure, he in- 
formed his beloved companion that an indu- 
bitable assurance was granted him, that the 
Lord would bless and preserve her, and their 
dear children, and do far more for them 
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than he could ever haye done ; and he after- 
wards added : Although I am in such a 
very weak, low state, I would not change 
my present situation for that of the greatest 
monarch upon earth." 



Richard and Sarah Lowe had two 
sons, viz. 

Jeffery, who married Margaret Whitehead. 
Thomas, who died when a young man. 

Richard and Elisabeth Lowe, had 
seven children, viz. 

Hagger, who married Tabitha Burgess. 

(See Piety Promoted, Part XI. page 345.) 
Richard, who died when a young man. 
Anna, who married Edward Carroll. 
John, who died when a young man. 
Jacob, who died when an infant. 
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Deborah, who married James Backhouse. 

(See page 159.) 
Elizabeth, who married Edmund Janson*. 



ELISABETH LOWE. 

Elisabeth Lowe, daughter of John and 
Anna Allis of Sputhwark, (See Appendix, 
page 112,) was born on the 16th of the 7th 
month, 17S7. About the twentieth year of her 
age, she became increasingly awakened to a 
sense of the value of pure vital religion, and 
of the necessity of a true renovation of soul. 
She was often brought into much exercise and 
sorrow under a feeling of her naturally fallen 
state, and the great depravity of the human 
heart. The beauty of holiness, and the ex- 
cellency of the new man created after God 
in righteousness and purity, were opened 
to her view ; and she was frequently engaged 
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to petition in the language of David: 
Create in me a clean heart, O God ! and 
renew a right spirit within me." In this 
situation the Lord was pleased to help her, 
and to enlarge her understanding in the 
things of his kingdom : she saw the omni- 
potence of his power, and the sufficiency of 
the means which He had appointed for the 
restoration of man ; and was enabled to trust 
in Christ as her Saviour and Redeemer: 
and by a watchful endeavour to follow the 
leadings of the Holy Spirit, she experienced 
a growth in grace. 

When left a widow, she deeply felt the 
weight of the charge devolving upon her, 
and her own insufficiency to fulfil it aright; 
but in this state she sought to have her mind 
stayed upon the Lord, so that neither un- 
availing sorrow, nor the sight of her own 
weakness might disqualify her for the im- 
portant task ; and she was strengthened in 
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a remarkable mianner to go forward in the 
fulfilment of her relative and religious duties. 
She did not allow the concerns of her family^ 
except in cases of illness, to prevent her 
constant attendance of meetings either for 
worship or for discipline; in the latter of 
which she took an actively useful part. 

As her family grew up her watchful care 
over them increased, and she endeavoured to 
impress upon them the importance of main- 
taining our Christian testimonies, believing 
them to be in perfect accordance with the 
doctrines of a self-denying Saviour. She 
lost her youngest son in the year 1808, in the 
twentieth year of his age ; and her second 
son was taken from her, in the midst of 
usefulness and of esteem, in 1811, aged 
about twenty-seven years. They were both 
decidedly religious characters; and having 
endeavoured to live in the fear of the Lord, 
they were favoured to depart in peace. 
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In the summer of 1820, Elisabeth Lowe's 
health began to decline very gradually ; and 
on the 10th of the 12th month, she mentioned 
feeling so exceedingly weak and poorly, that 
she thought it very uncertain her continuing 
long with her family, but said : I have 
no clear prospect that it will not be so; I 
know I have been considerably weaker be- 
fore and raised up again, and the same Power 
is sufficient to raise me up again if it be his 
will/' She then added : But for many week's 
past I have been so low, so tried, and 
stripped as to any sense of good, that I am 
afraid I am not in an acceptable state : I do 
not think that any of the Lord's children 
were ever so poor and destitute as I am ; yet 
npw and then a little secret hope revives, 
that I am not entirely forsaken ; and that if 
I should be taken away in this iUness, I may 
be favoured with Divine acceptance before 
I go." 
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On the 15th a valued Friend caUed to see 
her, and mentioned, that whikt sitting by 
her bed the language : — " He who was thy 
morning light will be thy evening song," had 
forcibly impressed her mind; and on re- 
curring to it the following morning, she said : 

If it should be so permitted, what a favour ! 
what a great favour ! I have desired, that 
if any thing remained in my way to IHvine 
acceptance, I might be made sensible of it; 
but I do not see any thing ; it is maryelloas 
to me that I feel so comfortable ; I hope it is 
not self-confidence, or false satisfaction; for 
I am sure I have nothing but Divine mercy 
to lean upon, nothing else to trust in ; I am, 
and always have been a very poor creatore ; 
and if I should be accepted at last, O, what 
an unmerited favour !" 

On the 25th she said, she had been think* 
ing much of those expressions of David t 
Goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
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the days of my life;" and on one of her 
daughters remarking, that she had no doubt 
but the annexed consoling language, would 
also be sealed in her experience : " And I 
shall dwell in the house of the Lord for* 
CTcr;" she proceeded as if the assurance 
were granted her : O, what an unspeakable 
fayour! His power has been near to me 
through the course of my life ; it has pre- 
served and supported me under many diffi- 
culties and discouragements, and brought me 
through many trials; and I haye a consoling 
belief that He will not now forsake me ; but 
I am very unworthy, I have done but very 
little in any way for his good cause ; it is all 
of his mercy, his great mercy. In the fore- 
part of this illness I was so tried, so low and 
stripped, that I was ready to fear I was 
forsi^ken, and felt greatly discouraged, but 
it is very much otherwise now ; and the love 
and goodness of the Almighty to me is 
marvellous. O, if it should be so continued 
f 
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unto the end and in the end what a favour ! 
md l have a comfortable hope that it will; 
and that I shall be permitted an interval 
of sweet quiet before I am taken awaj^ 
' whenever tiie time comes/' 

After some further conversation, she pro- 
ceeded, saying t <<I have had so much 
^joyment in the company of my beloved 
children, that a few weeks ago the thoughts 
of bein^ taken from you all way yety trying 
to rtie; and if it had been consistent with the 
Divine will, it' thto seemed as though it would 
be pleasant to me to ^remain longer amongst 
you ; but I think very differently now : and if 
if appeared likely I l^hotild return to the World 
again, it would be a trial to me; though evea 
in this I should desire to be resigned. I 
have committed you all to that Omnipotent 
Power, who has been with me, and I believe 
He will preserve and bless you ; and that when 
time has lessened this trial you will be very 
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ctenfortable, and haTe..macb sweet engoj- 
ment together^ evfin in thia life ; and I have 
no doubt but -we shall meet agaSa in a fiir 
better world." 

On the S8th she expressed a desire that 
her dbildren might c^ontinue to be as they 
had been, a family of loye; and added: 

Though I may be taken away from you as 
4o the body, it scarcely soaps like a separa- 
tion,. fc^ it fob td me as though my spirit 
will often .bd with you." Early the followii^ 
morning she desired her children might be 
called into the room, saying: ^^I belieye 
I am going." On their coming to her, she 
affectionately noticed each of them, and thai 
expressed a wish for quiet; after which she 
laid entirely still, and spoke no more. About 
live «'clod£ she; dosed her eyes and lips; 
sad at that period such an expressicm of 
heavenly peace and holy joy was pourtrayed 
on her countenance, as language can but 
f 2 
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feintlj describe^ conTeying the indubitable 
assurance that victory was given her througli 
the JLord Jesus Christ, over deaUi, hell, and 
the grave. She continued to breathe for some 
time after, but so gently as to be scarcely 
perceptible; and about a quarter past fi^ 
o^clock it was found, that h^ sanctified spirit 
had escaped from its earthly tabernacle* 

She w»5 in the sixty*fourth year of hdr 
age. Her remains were interred in ^Friends' 
burial ground at Tottenhan, where she had 
for some time resided, after a solemn meet- 
ing, on the 4th of the 1st month, 188L 



ISAAC MENNELL. 

Isaac Msnnell of Scarborough, was tbee 
second son of Thomas and Dorothy Menn^ 
of Malton. In the early part of his life hfi 
went to sea, and passed through many 
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those trials Tvhich are incident to the life of 
a sailor. When nearly out of his apprentke- 
ship, he was impressed and taken on board a 
man-of-war, in which great pains were used 
by promises of promotion, to induce him to 
remain, and abandon his religious principles; 
but he resisted these solicitations, and mak- 
ing his situation known to his Friends, they 
exerted themselves on his behalf; and urging 
that he was one of the, people called Quakers, 
and their well-known scruple of conscience 
against war, on account of its inconsistency 
with Christianity; which breathes Peace on 
earth, and good will to men ;" they succeeded 
in obtaining his liberation. 

At another time he was shipwrecked near 
Memel, in the Plato under his own command; 
but little being saved from the wreck, except 
his clothes and bed ; and this, having become 
impregnated with salt water, notwithstanding 
it was agaiii carefully dried, yet afterwards 
f 3 
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contracted damp; and by sleeping npoa it^ 
he took a rheumalic fetver, wkidh brought 
him to all appearance near to the gram 

After this illness he returned no more to 
sea; bat a short time 'before his. mmrtiagr 
with Martha, youngest daughter of Nathan 
and' Mary Dearman of Thome, (Seen Appen- 
dix, pages 5S aiid 65,) which took: plade in 
ihJ^ year 1800, he s^ttik^d at Scarborough: as a* 
Linen smd Woollien Draper i which ibusiness 
he (idntintied to pursue during the renninder 
othh life; and in conducting it, his agreeable 
manners^ I combihed with strict integrity and 
uprightness, gained for him tbe^ respect and 
esteem of all who were acquainted with him. 

He was an aflFectionate husband, and a 
tender parent r a remarkably kind neighbour, 
and a true friend; often proving himself to 
be such by kindly helping those who stood 
in need of assistance, in any way in wliich 
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he could render it to them ; and he was care- 
ful, in his acts of charity, ^hich were many^ 
to attend to the sacred injunction : ^< Wheii^ 
thou doest thine ahns, let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand do0th V so that 
his liberality was comparatively little known, 
till afler his death ; when it appeared from 
numerous witnesses, that he had often exr 
tended a hdping hand, not to the indigent 
only, but also to such as he apprehended 
were struggling with difficulties in other 
stations in life. 

As he advanced in years, he became in- 
creasingly interested in the concerns of the 
religious Society of which he was a member, 
and also in tho^e of other Societies and 
Associations, for tthe promotion of the best 
interests of mankind genjeraUy; and took n 
usefully active part in them. 

A few months before his deicease, he told 
f 4 
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one of his relations that he had, through the 
course of his life, made it a rule to attend to 
the apostolic injunction : As much as in 
you lies live peaceably with all men and 
to this end his care not to injure any, either 
by giving way to detraction, or by spreading 
reports which might tend to lessen them in 
the estimation of others, greatly contributed : 
and he often checked these fertile causes of 
strife, by discouraging them when they 
occurred in his presence. 

His last illness was a very trying one. For 
sixteen weeks he was unable to lie down, or 
in the slightest degree to recline in his chair, 
or to have his legs raised up ; and, towards 
the latter part of his time, he had several 
attacks of excruciating pain from spasms at 
the chest* But he was enabled to bear all his 
trials and privations with Christian patience 
and resignation, and to witness them to be 
blessed to him. 
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His life appeared to his fellow men beauti- 
fully upright and consistent; yet, in the 
early part of his illness, he was brought into 
great exercise of mind, and given to see with 
increasing clearness, that, notwithstanding 
much comfort is to be derived from the 
recollection of those things which have been 
done aright, they cannot nevertheless re- 
commend man to Divine mercy, or justify 
him in the sight of his Creator; because they 
are no more than our reasonable duty : and 
that as all men have, in many ways, sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God, there 
is therefore no other ground of hope, but 
through the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, 
and the mercy of God offered to man for 
Christ's sake, on condition of repentance and 
faith in Him. And after a season of deep 
humiliation and conflict, he was favoured to 
witness the efficacy of these means, and to 
receive a clear evidence in his mind, through 
the Holy Spirit, that all the transgressions of 
f 5 
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Im.pftit life ifere blotted out, and an entrance 
granted him into the regions, of eternal bUsa^ 
amongst all those* who have- washed their 
garments and made them white in the blood 
of the Lambv 

In the night of the 8th of the 19th months 
his offerings were very great ; and -h^ 
thought bis end near, and often spoke of 
it. At one time* he said: Three weeks 
the prospect of leaving mj ctear wife 
and children was more, than 'I could belir; 
now it is as nothing." He addreteed every^ 
individual of the family, including servants 
and ' apprentices ; and amongst much other 
excellent counsel, pressed upbn each of them, 
the great importance of attending to the 
Light of Christ, in the sectet of their own 
hearts, in' order that they might be preserved 
from transgression, and enabled to walk in 
the way of salvation. He took an affectionate 
leave of them ^all, and also of his medical 
attendants; to whom he extended the same 
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conmely and tfaaoked them for their kindaeiB 
aad ifttentioii to him. 

On the and of the Ist months 1829^ after 
sitting awhile in silence with a Friend whom 
he greatly esteemed, he spoke of the un- 
merited mercy which had been extended to 
him; raying) many had been his omissions 
and commissions, and great his want of faith* 
fulness to the manifestations of duty: he 
commemorated the condescending goodness 
qf the Most High^ to one who felt himself 
to so poor a creature; and which had 
^bled him to give up his wife and childreui 
and every other thing; and again repieated i 
*f It is all of mercy — ^unmerited mercy." 

At another time^ when about retiring to 
rest, he requested those present to sit down; 
and, soon after, he prayed y«ry earnestly for 
the preservation of his dear wife and fami^, 
and also for the servants. 

f6 
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On the 10th he said to his wife : ^ I bdicvc 
I have seen my passage clear. Whenever 
the change takes place endeavour to be st31 
and composed.'* On her afterwards askiDg 
him if he was comfortable; he replied: 
" Yes, very happy and then said some- 
thing respecting being of the true fold, which 
could not be distinctly collected on aocmmt 
of the weakness of his voice. 

On another occasion, when his family were 
assembled with him, he said ; that during his 
illness, he had often remembered with regret, 
how common it was in company to laugh at 
any thing which might be said by others, 
knowing at the same time, that what was said 
was wrong ; and he expressed a hope, that his 
children would be on their guard against it. 

At many other times, in the course of his 
illness, he extended excellent counsel to his 
family and servants: and the last time that 
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faift children were, at his particular request, 
collected about him, after expressing his 
feelings of tender love for every individual 
of them, in a very affectionate manner, he 
strongly recommended the frequent reading ( 
of the Holy Scriptures, and keeping to the 
principles of Friends ; in which he expressed 
his confidence, that great satisfaction as well 
as safety would be found. 

On the 16th of the 1st month, when his 
wife was standing by him, he said : " Fare- 
well, farewell all. I am very comfortable ; 
happy indeed." And at another time : " I 
believe the final close is near ; but all is well. 
Attend to that Divine Light;" with more 
that was not distinctly understood. And on 
the morning of the 17th, being asked by one 
of his sons, who was sitting up with him, 
if he felt comfortable ; he replied : " Yes ; 
very, very, very;" and soon after quietly 
expired, aged fifty -nine years; leaving a 
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consoling assurance on the minds of his 
relations, that he had quitted his afflicted 
tabernacle, to enter on a state of blessedness 
in that kingdom, inhere the redeemed of the 
Lord rejoice for ever, before Him. 

Isaac and Martha Mennell had 
eleven children, viz. 

Thomas, who married Emma Tatham. 
Mary, who married Caleb Williams. 
Eliza, who married Joseph Stickney. 
Isaac Dearman. 
George. 

Dorothy, who married Edward Tatham. 
Ann, died the 12th of the 5th month, 1890, 

aged eighteen years. 
Joseph. 

Hannah Garbutt. 
James. 

Martha Jane. 
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The Names in small capitals are of Persons of whom 
there are distinct accounts in this Voiume; the Names in Italict 
are of liying Parties. 





Year* 


Aee. 


Page* 


Atkinson, Richard 






29 


, William 






29 


Backhouse, Agnes 


1773 


76 


29 


, Alfred >^ 






92 


, Ann . 


1826 


80 


75 


, Ann . 






87 


, Ann . 


1829 


19 


98 








90 


i Ann Doeothy 


1829 


24 


207 


, Charles John 


1820 


1 


91 


, Deborah . 


1827 


34 


160 


y Dorothy 


1829 


89 


46 


, Edmund 






90 
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sear* 






JJACKHOUlBy iMSWmrm 






9l 








92 




1812 


80 


94 


EKra 






94 








182 








91 








160 








92 


» Frederick 






91 


, George 


18S0 


70 


240 




18S7 


9^1 


160 


, Hannmh 






240 


, Hmmuh Chapmmu 




89 


, Henrjf Gumey 






90 


y James 


1687 


80 


16 


, Jambs 


1798 


77 


82 


^ James 


1804 


47 


127 


, Jame* 






86 


, James 


1888 


4 


91 


I* , Jame9 








» Jame$ 






160 


, Jane 


1749 


14 


27 




1805 


86 


41 




1788 


10 


86 
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Year. Age. PHge, 

Backhousb, Jaub 1818 S8 UT 

■ *' , Jane . 91 
^ : — , Jane Eliza . . 206 

, Jane Gumey . 89 

John 1600 — 9 

— r-^ , John . . 1789 — 26 

, John .1775 41 «8 

y John ... . 92 

, John . ,240 

■ - , John Church . . 94 

, Jonathan 1826 79 75 

■ ' , Jonathan . 89 

, Jonathan ' 1820 8 89 

•! , Jonathan 91 

■ ■ , Jo9eph . . . . , 206 

, Joseph Gurney 1824 7 90 

, Katharine 92 

, Lney Baekhome . • 92 

, Maria .... 91 
, Afar^ . ' . 91 

, Mary . • 90 



Mary Matilda 1828 2 206 
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Year. 


Am 




Backvovib, Nathah . 


1805 


17 




\m 


■ , Sarah 


1706 


80 




9 




1766 


40 




«f 


, Sarah 








188 


f Tboxas . 


1798 


56 




74 


, Thomas . 


1884 


74 




836 


, Thomas 








149 










98 




1761 


66 




19 


y William. 


1798 


68 




87 


, WilHam. 








840 


^ William. 


1779 


4 




Sb 


, WUUam - 








90 


Box, John 






A 


83 


— , Martha 





86 


A 


83 




1881 


65 


A 


91 




1819 


68 


A 


91 


Church, Ann . 


1818 


65 


A 


30 


DbARMAIT, ElilZABETB 


1771 




A 


87 


■ , Deborah 






A 


89 


— — , John 






A 


87 


' , John . 






A 


89 



Digitized by 



141 



Dbarman, John . 
■ i Mary 
■ , Nat HAW 
Richard 

J ' ■ » Sarah, 

»» William 



DjzoN, John 

Foster, Ann 

GoDSALYB, John . 
0VR1VEY, Joteph . 

Harrison, Agnes 
, John. 

HbdiiBt, Jonathan 
' , Margaret 
' ■ ' , Mart . 

. Thomas 

HoiiXES, John < 

QuiTsOK^ John 
. ^ — ^, Mary . . 



Year. 
1787 
1792 
1811 



1797 
1800 

1763 



Age. lP»ge, 
84 A 65 
54 A 57 
A 
A 
A 
A 



71 



15 



52 

«9 

30 

99 
90 



. A 13 

16 

80 



66 

75 

70 A 

w-^ A 

— A 

— A 



43 
43 

5 
3 
5 
3 
806 



— A 83 

— A 83 
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Janson, Maky 

— — , RiCHAKD 

Jansok, Mary Jane 

King, John 
— — , Joseph . 

Lowe, Elisabeth 
— , Richard . 

Maysov, Richard 

, Valentine 

Menvelii, Isaac . 
, Martha 

Pease, Edward. 

, Edward . 

, Elizabeth 

, Elizabeth 

, George . 

. , Jehn 

, Joseph . 

, Michael . 

, Thomas . 



Year. Age. Vuge* 

1824 28 199 

1830 32 190 

. A 1« 







A 13 


. 1820 


64 


A 116 


— 


— 


A 111 


. 




A 24 


— - 


— 


A 24 


. 1829 


59 


A 124 






A 126 


. 1785 


74 


A 13 


. 1791 ' 


43 


A 16 


. 1783 


67 


A IS 


. 1751 


2 


A 16 


. 1823 


68 


A IT 


1774 


21 


A 16 


1808 


71 


A '15. 


1811 


70 


A 15 


1811 


68 


A 16 
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Tear. 


Age. 


Page. 


Richardson, Ann 


• 


• 


A 91 


Edward . 




• 


^88 


>- — fEUzabeth. 


• 


• 


87 


, Elizabeth, 


• 


• 


89 


i Frances. 


. 18«7 


88 


A 24 


, James 


. 1807 


2 


88 


, John 


. 1753 


87 


150 


J Jonathan. 




• 


88 


, Mary 






A 21 


) Mart 


. 1805 


40 


A 10 


— — , Richard . 


— — 


-~ 


A 22 


, Robert . 


. — — 


— 


A 23 


, Sarah 


• 


• 


88 


, Thomas . 


— 




A 17 


y Thomas . 


• — 




A 22 


> ■ ■ ' ' , Thomas . 


. 1816 


86 


A 24 


, Thoma9 . 


• 




87 


f Thomas . 


• 


• 


88 


Robinson, Jbnnet 


. 1728 




18 


RoBsoN, Ami 


. 1792 


49 


A 76 


, Ann Baekhouie 






127 


■ , Dearman 






A 91 


y Edward 


. 1813 


49 


A 77 




. 1819 


- 27 


115 
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RoBsoN, EHzabeth 
, Jane . 
— — , Mary . 

Margaret 
, Stbfhbn 



INDEX. 

Tear. 



Thomas 
Thokas 

Tkomas, 



Sargbabt, Jdary. 
SBirx.BT, Janb . 
Stioblnby, Bsthear 

Thompsov, Jobs • ^ 
— , Elizabetli 



WAX.KBB, Reginald 
— — , Sarah . 
Ward, Cuthbert . 



1803 
1779 

18ie 



1814 



64 
38 



Iffe. Pa^e. 
. A 77 
116 

— A 73 
A 74 
A 75 

— A 73 
76 A 74 

. A 76 

. A 30 
80 A 51 
150 

— A 87 

— A «7 

— 29 

— «d 
. A 3 



William s» Elizabetb 



— A 88 



W. Alexander & Co. 
Printers, CtasUesate, York. 
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